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*« Miror equidem doleoque, eo decidiffe rem Literariam, ut 4 mul- 
tis libri € chartis et typis magis quam ex argumento zx{timantur.” 


REISKE Pref, in Abilfedam. 


We fee with grief and aftonifhment the ftate of Letters fo fallen, 
that, by multitudes, books are valued rather for the type and paper than 
for the value of the contents. 








Art. 1. YT. Lucretit Cari de Rerum Natura Libres Sex, ad 
Exemplarium MSS. fidem recenfitos, langé emendatiores reddi~ 
dit, commentarits perpetuis illuftravit, indicibus inftruxit, et 
cum animadverfionibus Ricardt Bentleti non ante vulgatis, ali- 
orum fubinde mifcuit Gilbertus Wakefield, A. B. Collegit Fefu 
apud Cantabrigtenfes olim Socius. Tomis tribus, in 40. 


s!. 5s. Charta majore 211. Apud Bibliopolas Lond. 1797. 


T will readily be granted, by men of fenfe and judgment, 
that an edition of a claffical author is by no means to be ef- 
timated from the beauty of the type, the finenefs of the paper, 
or the elegant proportions and arrangement of the page. If 
thefe matters could afford foundation for a reafonable judg- 
ment, there could be no poflible doubt about the praifes due to 
the prefent work. In its external form, the book fpeaks 
abundantly for itfelf, nor can many editions of the claffics vie 
with it in that refpe&t: fuch only excepted, as exhibit merely 
a beautiful text, without any apparatus of notes. With re- 
gard to the exiftence of the work, Mr. Wakefield has fufficient 
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454 Wakefield's Edition of Eueretius. 


celebrity to announce it amply to the world ; and all perfons 
who would be inclined to purchafe 1 it, either for the fake of its 
elegance, or for the fake of its editor, would know, without our 
interference, that fuch an opportunity was offered. For thefe, 
and fimilar reafurs, though we privately encouraged the work, 
we long ago decided that it would be fuperfluous for us to ex- 
patiate at all on this new edition of aclaffic author, unlefs time 
anid opportunity fhould enable us to examine with accuracy the 
particutar qualifications which are held forth as diftinguifhin 

it from all its predeceflors. RefpeGing a work of this kind, 
two things are principally to be wifhed ; firft, that the editor 
fhould receive from the public a due remuneration for the care, 
labour, time, and expence beftowed on the undertaking ; fe- 
condly, that the public, on the other hand, fhould be accurately 
informed of the real merits of the book prefented toit. The 
firft of thefe obje&ts, we truft, has been in a tolerable degree 
obtaincd, in the courfe of more than three years, wherein the 
new Lucretius has been in circulation: on the fecond, it is our 
bufinefs to fpeak, if we fpeak at all, without bias or prejudice 
on cither fide of the queftion, 

Lucretivs, according to this editor, -has been worfe handled 
than any other poet, by the licence of conje€tural critics, and 
by the accumulation of errors, Havercamp confefledly per- 
formed but little towards the emendation of the text; and the 
edition of Creech, which is belt known in this country, is 
chiefly valued for its interpretation of the author, without pre- 
tenfions to the labour ufually called critical. 

The prefent editor profefles to have revifed the text, and ren- 
dered it much more accurate, by the aid of MSS. ; to have il- 
Juftrated it by continued notes, and to have added other aids. 
Some notes and conjeQures he obtained from acopy of Faber’s 
Lucretius, in which the critical remarks of Bentley had been 
written. He conjeQtures alfo, that more notes, and of more 
importance, by that great critic, muft be in the hands of his 
grandfon, Mr. Cumberland ; of whom, however, he heavily 
complains, as refuling to communicate any thing. The notes 
of Mr. W. are indeed very numerous and various 3 philclogi- 
cal, critical, illuftrative, political ; fuch as he always pours 
forth, with a facility which judgment fometimes limps after in 
vain. A reader, however, muft be more than ufually morole, 
who is not pleafed with the (trong and lively relith which this 
annotatorc exhibits, for the poetical beauties of his author, and 
thofe of all the ancient claffics; though, it is true, that he 
fometimes rather overwhelms than illuftrates Lucretius by 
thefe excurfions. 


But 
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But very diftin& from the talent or feeling laft mentioned, 
is the power of reading with precifion, and collating with ac- 
curacy, a variety of ancient MSS. and on the degree of fuccefs 
with which this difficult tafk has been performed, muft ulti- 
mately depend the chara@eriftic value of the prefent edition 
above others: the correction of the author’s text, by thefe 
means, being particularly promifed in the title-page and Pre- 
face. Now as this is in itfelf a work of care and labour, fo 
is alfo much time required, and not a little patience, to follow 
an editor through this part of his bufinefs, and examine how 
far he is entitled to that faith which the public ought to be able 
to repofe in a collator, if it is to derive a real benefit from his 
exertions. This tafk, difficult as it is, we have, after fome 
time, been enabled to perform, with refpect to three of 
the MSS. employed by Mr. W. and we are now prepared 
to lay before the public the refult of our enquiries ; by which 
it will appear that, with every allowance made for a labour in 
which the acuteft eye will fometimes be deceived, and the moft 
determined fagacity will fometimes remit its attention, Mr. W. 
cannot receive the palm of a fkilful or fcrupuloufly accurate 
collator. Of the MSS. which this editor had a€tually feen, 
the number amounts only to five, which are thefe : 

1. A MS. belonging to the public Library atc Cambridge, 
defignated in this edition by the Greek letter a. 
2. A MS. belonging to Edward Poore, Efq. of no great 
value or antiquity, referred to by o. 
¢, 4,5. Three Harleian MSS. preferved in the Britifh Mufeum, 
refpectively called, in this edition, A. 11. &. 

The two farft of thefe have not been within our reach; but 
the three latter, being in a place acceffible to London ftudents, 
have been diligently examined by us, for the exprefs purpofe of 
afcertaining how far this elegant edition is worthy of faith in 
its reportof the authorities on which it refts. It will not cer- 
tainly be expected that, for the fake of this critical experiment, 
we fhould have gone through the complete tafk of an editor, 
and collated the three MSS. throughout. We have contented 
ourfelyes with examining, by way of fpecimen, the 250 firit 
lines of the work, and afterwards, to obviate any cavil, an- 
other paflage, taken at hazard from the third book. This 
kind of examination, though not very amufing to the general 
reader, is the only fair method of appreciating the moft im- 
portant merits of the edition. 

The three MSS. in the Britifh Mufeum, which Mr, Wake- 
field has diftinguifhed by the Greek letters a. m1. and , are in 
the Harleian Catalogue numbered 2604. 9612. 2554. 

K k 2 Lib. 
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436 Wakcfield’s Edition of Lucretius. 
Lib. I. v. 16. 17. The firft of thefe verfes Mr. W. has ire 


clofed in brackeis, as fpurious ; in the fecond, he has pub- 
lifhed quo quamque, atter other editors, and added th's note ¢ 
17. P. Bet 2. pro gua guamgue dant guscungue: fruftra. But 
the fame reading, without any variation, is found in a. m1. y 
which he does not notice. 
39- corpore: & pettore, | favs Mr. W. True: but in the mar. 
gin Is —, in the faine band, vel  petiore® 
43. neque: L.M. Tl. neces et ordinem exhident vertiovem A. TP. 
meis faltem auribus jucundiorem : 
Poflumus aque animo ; Advenpntt ne gue clara propago. 
A. reads Memmi nec, and 1. memeni mec. 3S. nec Memmi, 
67. Graius: *V.ed. B.A.T. ©. gnarus: fruttra. 
Yr. has vel grains mm the warein, 
09g. ‘Tertiuom nec OMmittit T! 
So does ¥. 1n the text, but adds it in the margin. 
a1. Mr. W. has publifhed, 
Inritat animi virtutem, ¢fringere ut arta; 

and adds this note: Hane conitiiudonem verfus, quam ex 

autoritate librorum dederim, proprita’ acumen ingenii prius 

expediverat, Verb rum ording inprebentG. B.L.M. A.M. 

fulus >, conjecturam firmat, eff7 77: ed Diagn cena’ 

quam tamen neceflariam reddidic codicum modo memorato- 
rum ratio. In p. v. ed. A. 1. 2. ordo elt verborum, Jrritdt 
virtutem animt: ©. irritant. 

‘Vhe third fentence of this note forgets the fecond. If a.m. 3. 
and other MSS. give the order of words which Mr. W. has 
preferred, that ts to fay, lrritat anim: virtutem, how can the 
fame A. 1. 3. give this other order, Lrritét virtutem animi? 
Our collation turnifhes the following account of the MSS, and 
we can fully aflert its correétnefs, if the printer does but well 
and duly ae his part. : 

. Trriat animi virtuté: effrigere et arQ@a 
li. Irritat druté ai cotingere ut arta 
y. Irritat ai virtuié Gffiige ot ara 

The two points over the é, in effri ingere, refer the reader to 
the margin, in which is written cofrige 

Inthe fequel of the note, and in three fets of Addenda, 
Mr. W. pours forth an army of exainples, to prove the fre- 
quent ufe of the word effringere. Nonius, in the word cuptret, 
X. 16. quotes the paiiage with perfringere, which, though 
much rarer than effringere, is good Latin. According there- 


6 
fore to the critical canon, which sisects the more recondite 








———~ ;------oo- - = — 


* Obferve, that ul, with a little dath actots the /, or ab [for aliter] 
or tf for either ve/ or pane, are the general abana vers of various read 
ings, Sometimes ve/, a/f, aiiter, ace prefixed at full length, 


reading 
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reading to be preferred, perfringere would ftand a good chance 


of fuccefs. But this canon has too often, and efpecially of 


late years, been puthed beyond all meafure and modelty. 

« Prifcianus vulgatis confentit”¥X. p. 879, 15) fays Me. Ww. 

but there Aldus.gives effringere. “Towards the end of the note 

Mr. W. fays, Porro, pro us, A. ef; et in vertu fequente cuperet 

Ss. 8 oa capere! {T. 

Here is an error, either of the editor or printer, for neither 
rm. nor any one of the Mufeum MSS. vives caperet. In A. it is 
piateity cuptret ; In 1. and &, as plainly aperiret. [t appears 
then that Mr. W. in his affertions conce: ning thefe thiee MSS, 
has been oftener in the wrong than in the right. 

V.74. “6 Pro mama, x. lumina ;” lays Me. W. But that 
MS. adds in the margin, vel meena. 

V.75. Mr. W, fets down ¥. as having emnem for omne. He 
ought to have added n. and in v, 78, to his authorities tor 
quantum, &. 

y. 85. wd is inferted alfoin A. but marked with points, to 
fignify that it ought to be cancelled. In the next verfe a. 
has Iphianaffeo, m. Iphianafo, fo that Mr. W. is not quite 
accurate. Prifcian has /phianefpai, 

V. 104. for queres 4. gives as a various reading quires. For 

defcifcere Th. has a ferffe Te. 

V. 108. M1. has certum for certam,. 

V. 123. permaneant was at firlt written in a. but the fecond a 
condemned by a point. 

V. 124. pall. antia in %. 

- 13. cum primum it. 


V. 132. conflat S. bute is written over a, and a marked with 


a point. 
¥ 
V. wag. aut for ef isin a. and 147, nece/Je/? in one word. 
¥.% 53. Quam multa 1. though toa carelcis obferver the a may 


eafily Pine mano. 


V. 156. « Verfus 156. 157.158. defunt in m.” fays Mr. W. 
V. 156 is not omitted in m1. but only 157. 158. The 
verfes follow in this order: 154. 155.159. 156. 160. In 
the rsgthverfe, Mr. W. has noticed that nm. gives divinum 
for divom ; but he fhould alfo have remarked, that it gives 
quocungue tor quo gu@gue. In &. divum has a mark referring 
to the margin, and in the margin is written numine. It is 
probable that in the MS. from which 2. was tranfcribed, 


the copier meant to mark fine numine divum tor a various 


reading, wut Mr. W. roundly fays, ** in z. ita feribitur: 


Et quo queqne modo fiant fine numine divém :” which is 
not quite exact. 


V.4171. and 180. horas &. 
5 ’ V. 182, 
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458 Wokefield’s Edition of Lucretius. 
V. 183. 4. has plainly gue, not gua, as Mr. W. fays; t. has 


qua. 

V. 193, certi, and 197 potis N, 

V. 905. gignidis n1. 

V. 206. * Pro de, habet m1. ¢.” m. has clearly de. a. has in- 
deed ¢ nihilo, but adds jam, 

V. 207. rebus queque create M1. 

V,2u1. ‘in terris; ponit pot rerum.” No fuch thing. 
The copier had omitted thofe two words ;, he wrote them in 
the margin, and referred them by two frnall lines “ to their 
proper place in the text, 

V. 216. Of the three Harleian MSS. Mr. W. only quotes nm, 
for guegue, but 4. and %. alfo give the fame reading, The 
very fame thing has happened with refpe& to Quod in v, 222, 

V. 224. Atque intus %. 7 

V. 225. ‘* exitium: %. exitum,” But x. has in the margin, 
Alii a@xcitium. 

V, 227- pereunt d. 

V. 229. ** In his vocibus non exhibent d geminatam:c. L. 
M. B. 1.3.” Neither does A. Ee, 

V. 234. confumpti d. with a {mall fpace left. In v..236. the 
fame MS. has confifiet, and @ written over e. 

V. 238. ‘* Verfum tic reprafentant a. et 2. Haud igitur poffe 
ad nihilum,. puso, queque reverti ;” 
common reading in the margin. 

V. 241. ** mexu. Sic Vind, 4. M1. 3. qui habet mexum in mar- 
gine: coeteri, nexus, vel mexas.” 1. and %. have nexus in 
the text; 2. mexu in the margin. 

V. 248. A. has preteflura, and x written over s: 3. has pro- 
texet cura in the text, and pro textura in the margin. 

V. 249. Aut igitur Nl. i 
We fhall here take our leave of this part of our collation, 

for fear of furfeiting our readers With thefe critical -dainties, 

To Mr. Wakefield, we are perfuaded, we need make no apo- 

logy. He wiil doubtlefs be fo far from being cloyed with this 

fample, that it will only have whetted the edge of his appetite. 

Indeed we have been thus copious, chiefly. in obedience to his 

wifhes in the Preface, mugatores criticos ex abundante demereri 

cupientes. It may be objected, that we have ated unfairly, in 
oC. our fpecimen from the beginning of the book, and that 

we ought rather to have compared thefe MSS. with Mr. W.’s 

notes, at a part of the svork where he m ght, by habit and ex- 
rience, be reafonably prefumed to have improved in the art of 

collation. "We therefore have compared from Jib. iti. v. 85§ 

to the end, and we have not found the errors, whether. of 


i omifliog 


True; but 3. hasthe . 
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Wakefield's Edition of Lucretius. 459 ° 
emiffion or commi(fion, fenfibly diminifhed. We thall give 
two or three examples to juftify our aifertion. 

Lib. IIT. 881. Mr. W. cites a 11. 3. for @ inftead of an, But - 
an is molt clearly-the reading of a. : Ia v. 88a. Mr, W. ate - 
tributes cué tom. but that MS. has cum, written fhortly thus, 
ci, as is ufual in MSs. Upon this verfe Lambin has quoted 
from Athenzeus ésvzros 2bavares, loco tamen, fays Mr. W.- 
rion indicato, et nobifmetipfis haud in promtu ¢ft. Lambin 
again Cites it, from the 8ih book of Athenzus, in a note on 

orace, Carm. II[. 9, 15. but ftill inaccurately. As the paf- 
fage is very fauly in the old editions, and not quite correct 
in Cafaubon’s, we fhall quote the whole, as viven from a MS, 
by Muretus. Var. Lect. XIX. 3. Alexis apud Athenzum 
VIII. p. 3.6, fe 
Tlive, w2iCe, Ovnrds o Bios GAsyos Gomi yns sepovos* 
‘O Oavaros 3” abavares tori, tw dwak ris amrobarn. 
Mortalem vitam mors cum immortalis ademit. 
Lib. III. 649. Benticy, in a note on Phedrus, I. 31, 13. reads, 
Corpore relliqiio pngnamm caedefque petitfir. | 

V. 1006. Mr. W. conjectures, Quem volucris lacerat. This 
very reading, totide.) apicibus, isin. This is therefore 
an error of omiflion. i 

V. 1068. “* £3 ita conjeceram legendum, et ita feribitur: in’: 
Vind. L. M. O. ©. cateri libri, ut evulgari folet, habent £7,— 
quoque nofcere: P. 11. cognof{cere; ut communes editi.” All the 
three Harleian MSS. with one accord give £; two of them, 
T1. and &. guogue nofcere. ‘This therefore is an error of com- 
miffion. | 
In thus examining the prefent Edition of Lucretius, we feel 

a {trong confidence, that we fhall not be fulpected of being, 
a€tuated by any refentment againft a perfon, who muft him- 
felf feel the chief evils of a reftlefs, impatient, intolerant 
mind. Wethink it indeed moft ldmentable, ‘that a man, 
whofe proper occupations are ftudy and polite literature, 
fhould be fo little able 10 command himfelf, as to fall into ex- 
travagances of political conduct, injurious ultimately to hime. 
felf and family, Too many inftances of this fpirit appear, 
completely out of their place, in this Edition of Lucretius ; . 
in the form of policical verfes, allufions to the glories of 
France, and afpirations after fimilar changes here, with pro- 
phetic intimations of their approach. In fuch a Fetrages abufe 
of us and our work, as fupporting all that Mr. W, withes to fee | 

overthrown, is virtually the highelt, compliment; and though 
we owe no gratitude to the intentions of the author, we can-_ 

not but approve the tendency of his conduét towards us. ; 
We fee, however, in his pages, not the flighteft tinéture of — 
that character which he has, very carly in his Preface, beftowed © 
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450 Grant’s Hiftory of Mauritius, 


upon himfelf,—** fi quis unquam diffidens mei.” A moft ex. 
travagant felf-confidence, on the contrary, is every where con. 
{picuous, except in a few of thefe prefatory flourifhes ; and 
though his maturer judgment has enabled him to fee in his 
own Silva critica, ‘* plurima, qux fint juveniliter temeraria, 
anpoodievea pror{us, et homine critico, indigna ;” yet the very 
fame character, unimproved, will be found to prevail in his 
critical conje€tures, {cattered abundantly thoughout the notes 
to this work, and readily acceffible by means of his critical 
Index. No author efcapes his rage for correGlion ; and 
Horace and Virgil, in particular, would have as little know- 
ledge of their own works, were they prefented to them re- 
formed @ Ja Wakefield, as we fhould of the Britith conttitutios, 
were it given to his emendation. We can, however, pity 
while we cenfure ; and moft fincerely wifh that, with a more 
temperate mind, even in literature, he would give himfel! ex- 
clufively, and without mixture, to thofe fludies, in which, 
with all his failings, he has certainly made a proficiency, not 
common among f{cholars of this country, 





—_—— _ ———— 


Art. Il. The Hiftory of Mauritius, or the He of France, 
and the Neighbouring Iflands, from their firft Difcovery ta 
the prefent Time; compofed principally from the Papers and 
Memoirs of Baron Grant, who refided Twenty Years in the 
dfland, by his Son, Charles Grant, Vifcount de Vaux. Illuf- 
trated with Maps from the beft Authorities. 4t0. §92 pp. 
al. 16s. Wright. 1801. 


HE author of this work is a French emigrant, and, as he 
expreffes himfelf, prefents the Hiftory of the Ifland which 
gave him birth, to the country that affords him proteétion. It 
contains a great deal of interefting and important information; 
but it is very unmethodized in its arrangement, diverfified in 
its detail, and prolix even to tedioufnefs. ‘The reader would 
hardly expe& to find a protracted account of the fiege of 
Pondicherry ; biographical fketches of various French charac- 
ters, of greater or lefs celebrity ; a life of Hyder Ally; and 
Jong and multiplied extracts of the correfpondence between 
various individuals. The neighbouring iflands are, the Ifland 
of Rodriguez, or Diego Ruis, and the Ifle of Bourbon, con- 
cerning both of which there are very curious and preg 
accounts. The work is divided into Thirty Chapters, an 
extended to 571 pages; but perhaps the Five firft Chapters 
contain all that the geographical ftudent, the topographical 
enquires, or the lover of natural hiftory will be pes to 
noWs 












Grant’s Hiftery of Mayritius, 46: 
know. The Maps which accompany the work are well-exe. 
cuted, and will be found extremely ufeful and convenient, We 


take an extract from the Third Chapter, as containing matier 
of more general entertainment. : 


«* The Ife of France was an abfolute defert when Mafca 
difcovered it. The French who firft eltablithed themfelves there, 
were certain planters from the .ile of Bourbon, wha brought with 
them fimplicity of manners, good faith, an hofpitable difpofition, and 
au indifference for riches, M. de fa Bourdonnais, who may, in fome 
degree, be confidered as the founder of this colony, brought fome 
workmen along with him. When, however, he had rendered this 
ifland interefting by his labours, and it was thought conyenient as a 
ftaple for their commerce of the Indies, perfans of all conditions fet- 
tled in it. 

#* The agents of the Company, who poffefled all the principal em- 
ployments in the ifland, exercifed too much of that financial difpoli- 
tion, which is difcouraging to thofe who are employed in cultivati 
theearth. ‘The whole of = public eftablifhment was at their difpofal ; 
they, at the fame time, controlled the police, the civil adminiltration, 
apd magazines of the ifland; fome of them cleared the land and 
built houfes, all of which they difpofed of, at a very high price, to 
thofe who had rentured hither, in hope of advancing their fortune. 
There was confequently a great outcry againft them; but the power 
was in their hands, and complaint was of no avail. 

‘© Several perfons in the marine fervice of the Company fettled 
here. They fad long complained, that while they encountered .dan- 


gers and fuffered fatigues in fuppost of the Kaft Indian commerce, , 
others acquired the honours and emoluments of it. As this fettle- 


ment was fo near to India, a fanguine hope of advantage from fixing 
in it animated their mind, and they became its inhabitants. 

** Several military officers of the Company araved here; they 
were very gefpectable perfons, and fome of them diftinguifhed for 
their birth, They could not imagine that an officer would debafe 
himfelf fo far as to rective orders from a man who had formerly been 
a clerk in an accompting-houfe, though he might condefcend to re- 
ceive their pay. Nor did they like the failors, who are rather teo pe- 
remptory in their manners. On becoming inhabitants, they retained 
their original difpofition, and confequently did not advance their for- 
tunes. 

«© Some of the King’s regiments put in here and made fome flay ; 
while feveral of the ofhcers, allured by the. beauty of the climate and 
the love of repofe, were induced to eftablifh themfelves in the ifland : 
but every thing was at the difpofition, and fubmitied to the power of 
the Company, 

«« The inhabitants were alfo increafed by the arrival of fome, mif- 
fionaries of the order of St. Lazarus. 

‘* To complete the fettlement of this ifland, fome merchants with 
{mall capitals arrived, and found it withoutcommerce. Thefe people 
augmented the abufes of money jobbing, which they found all 
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eftablifhed, and employed themfelves in forming petty monopolies : 
they foon became obnoxious, and acquired the name of Banians, or 
Few:. On the other hand, they affected to defpife any pariicular 
diftinétions of the inhabitants, and were fond of propagating the 
opinion, that, after having pafied the line, a general equality prevailed, 

** Such was the fituation of this colony when it was ceded to the 
King in the year 1765. : 

** One part of the inhabitants, who were attached to the Company 
from gratitude, beheld, with pain, a royal adminiftration ; while the 
other part, who had fo lohg looked for favour from a new govern. 
ment, feeing it principally occupied in plans of economy, were pro- 
portionably chagrined and difappointed. 

«* The foldiers furnifh a confiderable number of workmen, as the 
moderate heat permits the white people to work in the open air; though 
they have not been rendered fo beneficial to, the colony as they might 
have been, in a more enlarged difpofition of their capacities. 

** Though the feafaring people are always going and coming, they 
have, neverthelefs, a confiderable influence on the manners of the co- 
lony, ‘Their policy is to complain alike of the places which they 
left, and of thofe at which they arrive: they have always bought too 
dear and fold, too cheap, and think they are ruined if they do not gain 
an hundred and fifty per cent. ii 

** An hogfhead of claret cofts five hundred livres, and every thing 
elfe in proportion, It is fcarce cfedible, that the merchandize of 
Europe is dearer here than in India; and that Indian commodities 
fetch a higher price here than in Europe. ‘The maritime people are 
fo neceflary to the inhabitants, that they are held in great confidera- 
t10N, . 

** The greater patt of the married people live on their plantations; 
and the women feldom vifit the town, but when they are tempted by 
a ball, or are called to perform fome effential duties of their religion. 
They are paffionately fond of dancing; and no fooner is a ball an- 
nounced, than they come in their palanquins from every quarter, as 
the roads will not admit of wheel carriages. 

«* ‘The women have-but little colour, but they are well made, and, 
in general, handfome, Nature has — them a confiderable portion 
of wit'and vivacity: and if their education were not neglected, their 
fociety would he very agreeable: they are very fond mothers; and if 
they ever fail in fidelity co the marriage vow, it is too often owing to 
the indifference of their hufbands, or to the Parifian manners which 
have been introduced among them. ‘Their ordinary drefs is fine muf- 
lin, lined with rofe-coloured taffetas, 

« They poffefs, ina great degree, the more eftimable domeftic qua- 
lities; they feldoch of never drink any thing but water, and their 
cleanlinefs is extreme, Their children are never confined in fwad- 
dling clothes, but run about almoit as foon as they are born ; they are 
often bathed, and allowed to eat fruit at their own difcretion. As 
they are left entirely to themfelves, and are uncontrouled by the fuper- 
intendance of education, they foon become ftrong and robuft, and 
their temperament advances in proportion. The females are fome- 
times marri¢d at cleven years of age. , 

«« There 
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«* There are about four hundted planters in this ifland, and about 
an hundred women of fuperior rank, not more than ten of whorn live 
in the town, On firing the evening gun, at eight o’clock, every one 
setires to his own habitation. 

: «© The Blacks. 

«* Of the population of this‘ifland, we muft confider the Indians 
and Negroes as forming a confiderable proportion. 

«¢ The firft are from the coaft of Malabar, and are very mild and 

tle people : they come from Pondicherry, and let themfelves out 
es certain number of years. They are almoft all of ‘them work- 
men, and occupy a fuburb which is called the Black Camp; they are 
of adeeper colour than the iflanders of Madagafcar, who are real Ne- 
groes, have the features of Europeans, and their hair is not woolly; they 
are fober and economical. ‘Their head is drefled with a turban, and 
they wear,long drefies of muflin, with large gold ear-rings, and_filver 
bracelets at the wrifts. There are fome who enter into the fervice of 
the rich_and titled inhabitants, as pions; a kind of domeftic, which 
an{wers to the character of an Evropean running foorman : his pecu- 
liar diftinGtion is a cane in his hand, and a dagger at his girdle, It 
were to be wifhed that there were a greater number of the inhabitants 
of Malabar eftablifhed in this ifland, particularly of the caft of huf 
bandmen. 

‘* At prefent, Madagafcar furnifhes the Negroes which are deftined 
to cultivate the land in the Ifle of Bourbon, The common price of 
one of them is a barrel of gunpowder, a few mufkets, fome pieces of 
cloth, and, above all, a certain ortion of pialtres, ‘The deareft 
of them cofts about fifty crowns of France. . # 

«* Thefe people have neither fo flat a nofe, or fo dark a complexion 
as thofe of Guinea; fome of them are only brown ; while others,.as 
the Balambous, have long hair: nay, others of them have fair, and 
even red hair, They are dexterous, intelligent, and have a fenfe of 
honour and gratitude, The greateft infult which can be offered to 
one of thefe people, is to fpeak difrefpectfully of his family; they 
are far lefs fenfible to _perfonal injuries. In their own country they’ 
work up various articles, with equal ingenuity and induftry. ‘Their 
zagaye, or half pike, is very well forged, though a couple of ftones 
form their hammer and their anvil, ‘The linens which their wonten 
weave are very fine, and well-dyed ; thefe they caft around them in a 
graceful form, and the manner in which they arrange their hair pro-" 
duces.a pleafing head-drefs ; it confifts of curls and treffes very tafte- 
fully blended with each other, and is the work of the women. 
are paflionately fond of dancing and mufic; their inftrament is the 
tantam, which is a bow fixed to a gourd, from whence they draw a 
foft harmonious found, with which they accompany the airs that they 
compofe, Love is the general fubjeét of them, and the girls dance to. 
the fongs of their lovers: the fpectators beat time‘and appland. 

‘* They are very hofpitable. A black who is on a journey, enters 
without previous ceremony, or being Known to the owner, into ut 
which faits his convenience; and thofé whom he finds in it wil- 
lingly fhare their:méal with him. - Nor’is it their cuftom to afk from 
whence he comes, or whither he is going. Se ‘Sock 
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** Such are the qualifications and manners with which they arrive 
at the fle of France. They are all difembarked with no clothing of 
any kind, but a ftrip of linen round their loins. The men are placed 
on one fide of the beach, and the women with their children on the 
other. The planters then examine them, and make their purchafes 
accordingly. Brothers, fifters, friends, and lovers, are now fepatated, 
and are led away to the refpective plantations to which they are def- 
tined, Sometimes, in the paroxyf{ms of their defpair, they imagine 
that the white people are preparing to eat them, that chey make red 
wine of their blood, and gunpowder of their bones. 

‘© Their manner of life is as follows; at day-break, the fmackin 
of a whip is the fignal that ‘calls them to their work; and they then 
proceed to the plantation, where they labour in a ttate ot almoft entire 
nakednefs, and in the heat of the fun, ‘Their nourifhment is ground 
maize boiled in water, or loaves of the manioc ; and a fmall piece of 
cloth is their only covering. For the leaft at of negligence, they are 
tied hand and foot to a ladder, when the overfeer gives them a certain 
number of ftrokes on their back, with a long whip; and with a three- 
pointed collar clafped round their necks, they are brought back ‘to 
their work, It is not neceflary to deferibe the feverity with which 
thefe punifhments are fometimes inflifted. On their return to their 
habitations in the evening, they are compelled to pray to God for the 
profperity of their matters, 

“¢ Thereis a fubfifting-law in favour of flaves, called the Code Noir, 
which ordains that they fhall receive no more than thirty ftrokes at 
each chaflifement ; that they fhall not work on Sundays; that meat 
fhall be given them every week, and fhirts every year; but this law ix 
not obferved. 

«© The Negroes are natugally of a lively difpofition, but their ftate 
of flavery foon renders them melancholy. Love alone feems to allay 
their pain: they exert themfelves to the utmoft in order to obtain a 
wife; and, if they can choofc for themfelves, they always prefer thofe 
who are advanced into a ftate of womanhood, who, they fay, make 
the beft foup. They immediately give them all they poffefs; and if 
their wives live in another plantation, they will undertake the mott 
difficult and dangerous journies to fee them. On fuch occations they 
fear neither fatigue nor punifhment, Parties of them fometimes meet 
in the middle ot the night, when they dance beneath the fhelter of a 
rock, to the mournful found of a gourd filled with peas. 

** The difcontented Negroes generally fly for refuge into the 
woods, where they.are purfued by detachments of foldiers : when they 
are taken, they are punifhed with great feverity ; and the third offence 
of this kind is followed by death, 

*¢ Religion is, indeed, fometimes employed to alleviate the evils of 
their fituation, Some of them are occafionally baptifed : they are 
then told that they are become the brethren of the white people, and 
that they will go into paradife ; but it isnot an eafy matter to perfuade 
them, that the Europeans will ever prove their guides to heaven, 

** Tt is not for us to difcafs, in this place, the —_ of flavery, on 
which very able writers have differed, and with which volumes have 
been filled, ‘That difcipline, and fometimes a fevyere one, may be ne~ 

ceflary 
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ceffary in the management of plantations, cannot be denied, and that 
the owners fometimes exercife their power with unneceflary rigour, 
mutt alfo be acknowledged; at the fame time it would be ridiculous 
to aflert that, becaufe a white man is the mafter of a plantation, he 
mutt be cruel, and becaufe a black man isa flave, he muit be wretched. 
We fhall conclude this fubjeé&t with fome remarks of the late Admiral 
Kempenfelt, made by him in the year 1758: 

*« The flaves of Madagafcar are the moft inclined to defert from 
their mafters, Many of them, incited by the love of liberty, have re- 
tired into the moft inacceflible woods and mountains, va forming 
themfelves into bodies, attack the plantations in which they have been 
flaves. The mifchief they occafion is fometimes very deftroétive, both 
to the plantations, as well as to thofe who inhabit them, When they 
are impelled by hunger, neither domeftic or wild animal, not even the 
monkies, efcape them. .They alfo make a kind of fhort fpear or ja- 
velin, which they throw to a confiderable diflance, and with great dex- 
terity. Many, ontheir defertion, have put out to fea in canoes which 
they have ftolen, and have trufted to the mercy of the waves, in order 
to regain their native ifland of Madagafcar; and it is known that 
fome of them, by the force of the currents, and the favour of the 
winds, which generally blow that way, have arrived there, having been 
recognized by French people who had feen them at Mauritius, . 

«© Many of the black Maroons have been taken and deftroyed by 
the detachments of troops that are fent after them; they are ttill how- 
ever numerous, and trom the ferocity of their character, the fabjett of 
continual alarm to the planters, who live in thé vicinity of the forefts 
which they inhabit, When they are taken, they are punifhed with 
the greateft feverity ; but what appears perhaps to be a cruel treatment 
is the effeét of dire neceffity, as the French are naturally humane; and 
if very fevere ¢xamples were not made, they would not live in fafety. 
It is indeed well known, that many inconveniences have refulted from 
the indulgence of the. planters, particularly in granting liberty to the 
favourite flaves; fo that it has beep abfolutely neceffary to abridge that 
power, and to limit freedom to thofe alone who have faved the life of 


their mafter.” P. 72. . 


The local firuation of the Iflands of Bourbon and Mauri- 
tius, renders them of peculiar importance to the Europeaa 
power who pofleffes them ; particularly as the former mode of 
proceeding to India by the Mofambique Channel feems to be 
laid afide. They are alike remarkable for the falubrity of their 
climate, and the excellency of their natural produ@ions, and 
render the intercourfe with India eafy and agreeable. This 
publication will, without doubt, render the navigation of 
thofe feas more eafy ; and the number of aftronemical, geo- 
graphical, and maritime obfervation: which it comprehends, 
would have made it a moft acceptable, and indeed valuable ad- 
dition to our collections of a timilar kind, if alike more 


fkill had been applied in compiling the moft effential ingre-' 
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466 On Chriftianity, as promoting Happinefs. 
dients from the rude mafs of materials which is here put toge. 
ther. 

A refpe&table Lift of Subfcribers is prefixed to the volume ; 


and the book has all the advantages of the prefent improved 
ftate of typogsaphy. . 





Art. III. An Effay, tending to prove that Chriftianity has 
promated the Happine{s of Man, as an intelleftual, moral, and 
focial Being. 8vo. g3pp. 2s. Deighton, &c. 1800. 


HE defign of this Effay is to fhow, that the effe&s of reli- 
gion even on the temporal character of man, have promoted 
human happinefs. 


«* The immediate end of Chriftianity, no doubt, is, to prepare man- 
kind for the enjoyment of a future ftate; but, in the profecution of 
this end, its doctrines neceflarily produce a collateral efte@ on the hu- 
man fpecics, as intelleCtual, moral, and focial creatures. And, fince 
human happinefs confifts in the proper exercife and application of the 
intelleQual, moral, and focial powers; we fhall confider the effeds of 
the Chriftian religion upon thefe refpective powers ; and endeavour to 
fhew in what manner, and how far, it has operated on their nature and 
extent.” P. 4. 

In Chap. I. On the intelleual Powers, the author combats 
well an aflertion of fome writers, ** that the limits of our in- 
telleChual capaci'y are contracted bv the dodtrines of the Chrif- 
tian Theology.” 2.5. Here the Chriftian Theology is con- 
trafted: rit, with that of the Jews; and, 2ndly, with the loofe 
and uncertain principles of Polytheifm ; and this part of the 
aryument Is thus v iveroufly concluded ; 


«« After all, ic will be eafy for fophiftry to invent new forms of ob- 
jeAion, while the {ceptic, the infidel, and the libertine will be ever 
ready te liften to arguments fo congenial to their wifhes. _ The con- 
ceited philofopher may infinuate with a malignant fneer, that the 
Chriftian religion was the primary caufe of the intelleétual darknefs of 
the middle ages: he may defcribe in fpecious terms, the lamentable 
confequences of a pernicious fuperftition, or the poifonous rancour of 
theological hatred. The artful hiftorian may paint in the moft ftriking 
colours, the arbitrary decrees of councils and of popes ; the vices of 
ecclefiattics, and the horrors of religious wars ; the fullen gloominefs 
of the reclufe ; and the wznton penance of the afcetic, But when 
they have lavifhed all their underftanding and ingenuity upon the fub- 
ject, they have merely been detailing the paflions and errors of men, 
weak and fallible as themfelves. ‘The candid and impartial inquirer 
will trace thefe enormities to a different fource. He will fee that the 
Chriftian, no more than any other difpenfation, is to be judged of by 
its 
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its perverfion, but by its genuine tendency. He will be ata lofs to 
account for the corruptions of thofe times, the moft calamitous and 
affliGtive to mankind, recorded in the annals of hiftory, from an infti- 
tution which difcountenances every vice, f{peculative and practical. 
From the nature of things he will fee that it is morally impoffible.” 
P. 23. 

It is then ftated, that ‘* Chriftianity however has been ad- 
duced as a primary caufe of the intellectual darknels of the 
middle ages: (p. 24) and it is urged, *' that the nature of 
the Chriftian religion, and the nature of the effects that have 
been afcribed to it, are in themfelves fo repugnant, as never to 
be a confequence, one of the other.” P. 24. An adequate and 
real caufe is then produced from hiftory, for that long night of 
in‘elleQual darknefs ; namely, 


“© three events, which, had there been no Chriftian religion, would 
have been more than amply adequate for the worft effects of thofe worft 
of times; the fubverfion of the Roman empire; the introduction of 
the more fanciful and obfcure parts of the ancient philofophy, into the 
ronante difputations, and the appearance of Mahomet in the Eaft.” 

» 25. 

It is admitted, that a ‘rage for the dialeGical and meta- 
phyfical parts of the ancient philofophy, feems to have increafed 
from the twelfth century to the Reformation ;” (p. 32) and 


‘© that polemics conducted their difputes with vehemen-e and - 


acrimony.” P. 32. But it is juftly contended, that 


‘¢ in admitting accounts of this kind, we admit nothing to the pre. 
judice of the genuine tendency of Chriftianity. From thele very pre. 
mifes, we are led to conclude, that no lefs an objeét than the Chriftian 
theology could have kept alive the fpirit of inguiry,-during fuch times 
‘of turbulence and rapine. And though thefe religious difputes ab- 
forbed the whole attention of mankind, yet they paved the way for 
that patient inveftigation and bold inquiry, which diftinguifh the pro- 
ductions of fucceeding ages; they were a means of calling forth that 
penetration, which nodepth could elude, that comprehenfion of genius 
for which no object was too large, thole riches and powers of mind, 
ant immortalize the illuftrious labours of Erafmus and Bacon,” 

- 39. 


The Reformation is fpoken of with a high degree of ani- 
mated eloquence. 


“© The Reformation indeed can never be forgotten ; it has been the 
moft fplendid and aufpicious change recorded ‘in the annals of hiftory. 
No event was ever attended with more beneficial confequences in every 
department of private and public life, in the fentiments of the rich, 
and the habitudes of the poor. At that glorious era, the human mind 
burft afunder the fetters of bigotry and fuperftition, and rofe refulgent 
and majeftic from ruin and depreffion, Since that period, it has laid 
all nature under tribute, and encompafled with giant ftrides every field 
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of fcience that could invigorate and cultivate its powers, and evety 
path of art that could adorn and enlarge its habits. ‘The intellectual 
faculties were become a mafs, putrid and inanimate ; but the ele@tric 
fpark fhot with adequate effect through every nerve; the palfied or- 
gans relumed new vigour and elafticity, and fince the Reformation the 
whole machine has moved with more fpirit and ftability.” P. 35, 


In Chap, Il. On the Aforal Powers, itis lated, that “ relj. 
gious opinions indeed operate on the iatel/led7ual powers, ina 
more diftant and indirect manner ; but they alter the very con- 
ftituueon of the moral powers: the effect, of courfe, is of 
greater importance, and more univerfal concernment.” P, 36. 
The ethical fyftems of Pagans, and the Chriftian fyftem, are 


then contrafted ; and the enquiry is inftituted, 


«© which is capable of guiding us, with greater certainty and fupe- 
rior fanétions, to confult our own happinefs, and the happinefs of fo. 
ciety ; an inftitution, which immediately declares the will and true 
worfhip of an all-wife God, exa¢tly adapted too for man in his moral 
capacity, and which raifes the flandard of ethics above what any other 
fcheme can pretend to; or an inititution, which the wifeft and mott 
infallible of men mediately deduce from principles the moft fixed that 
this variable world can afford?” P. 37. 


We cannot find room for extra€ting, however we may with 
it, pp. 43, 44, &c. but we fhall give a fhort extra& from 
p- 51, &c. ) 


«© Chriftianity is not merely an authoritative promulgation of nas 
tural religion ; it reveals a particular difpenfation of God the Father, 
carrying on by his Son and Spirit, for the recovery and falvation of 
mankind, who are reprefented in the fcriptiures to be in a ftate of 
ruin. In this grand difpenfation of Providence, the Son and Spirit 
have their refpective offices ; the Son as Mediator between God and 
man, as teaching the eficacy of repentance, and rendering that repen- 
tance efhcacious; the Spirit as Sanctifier, to renew our nature, and to 
qualify us for the enjoyment of a future flate. The relations then, in 
whach thefe perfons are placed with regard to man, are the fubje&t of 
revelation, are fixed and politive inftitutions, and partake as much of 
a moral nature as any rational inftitution whatever. ‘Thefe revealed 
inftitutions declare the purpofes of the Almighty with refpeét to man, 
and are formed to excite in us the ufeful paflions of reverence, honour, 
hove, trult, gratitude, fear, and hope. Confidered in this light, the 
moral obligations of Chriflianity fall with redoubled force upon the 
minds of its genuine profeffors, and make them extremely cautious in 
their opinions and condu€t ; and the depravity of mankind fufficiently 
evinces the neceflity of this caution,”—** And really (for there are 
many excellent moral precepts amongtt detitical writers) could we un- 
ravel the five and intricate web of the human mind, and develop its 
myfterious {prings; could we inveftigate its various dependencies, 
connexions, and relations; and trace its motions from the dawn of 
reafon through the prejudices of education, and the diverfified — 
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of life, we fhould be able to trace many of thofe excellencies, and 
much of that greater certainty which give them fuch a decided fupe- 
riority over ancieht moralifts, to the impreffions they have early, ca- 
fually, and infenfibly acquired from the precepts of Chriftianiry.” 


The tenets of the Chriftian religion are fhown to have ope- 
rated, not merely as adivine law, but very extenfively alfo 
upon the law of honour, and the civil law. 

Chap. IT}. On the Social Powers, commences Y ftating asa 
fact, ** that the private and public management of the heathen 
world affumes a very different afpect, when contrafted with that 
of Chriftian countries.” P. 60. The queftion, “ To what 
caufe are we to afcribe fo confiderable an effect ¢” (p. 61.) is 
anfwered, by allerting and proving, that 


«« Chriftianity excepted, the page of hiftory makes mention of no 

enomenon adequate to produce this difference, it is juft therefore to 
confider the Chriftian religion as the pfoximate efficient caufe of the 
above-mentioned difference.” P. 61. 


The advantages enjoyed in the refpedtive focietics of Chrif- 
tians and Heathens, natural, civilized, and domeftic, are bas 
Janced, in order to the forming a right judgment which fide 
preponderates. ‘The practice of domeftic 'flavery, the expo- 
fure of children, the murder of aged parents, polygamy, gla- 
diatorial thows, the toleration of unnatural crimes, Bacchana- 
lian orgies, and human facrifices, are enumerated among the 
cruel ufages in the annals of Heathenifm. 


«* But let us caft our eyes to a different and more captivating fcene. 
The eloquent calls of the Chriftian religion difturbed the dangerous 
flumbers of confcience, and placed in the bofom of mankind an in- 
fallible umpire, to point out the moral re€titude or pravity of their 
actions, Only conceive the interpofition of a religion, which in 
countries where it was profefled, could put an effectual ftop to the 
ufages of flavery, to the expofure of children, to polygamy, and gla- 
diatorial fhows. Only endeavour to make a moral and not an arith 
metical calculation of the aufpicious effeéts ; to argue, not according 
to the method made ufe of in the natural world, that if a determinate 
object operate on a determinate object, the confequences themfelves 
are immediately determinate ; but according to the method which, in 
fuch important cafes, ought to be ufed in the moral world, that the 
real effects of a moral or determinate objeA, acting on a moral or in- 
determinate object, can never be calculated till the fum of human ex- 
iftence be completed. Confidered in this ‘extenfive point of view, it 
is impoffible to approximate to a conception, much lefs to a calcula- 
tion of the beneficial confequences of the Chriftian religion. Every 
deftructive vice it has prevented, every pernicious ufage it has removed, 
does and will for ever loudly proclaim its happy influence. Confi- 
dered in this and this light only, it has been inkinel? more ferviceable 
to fociety than all human eo put together, Here perhaps it 

may 
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470 On Chriftianity, as promoting Happinefs. 
may be objected, that the fame mode of arguing may be applied to 
the wices of Chriftianity, ‘* But foft—by regular degrees, not yet ;” 
for it muft be remembered, that it is not = nature of Chriftianity to 
give birth or countenance to a fingle vice. And though we were to 
admit this pofition (a pofition, by the way, palpably Falfe) I fhould 
feel for the too refined fenfibility, for the over nice and too prudith 
delicacy of that man, who would turn away with difguft from the 
maijefty of a Gothic edifice, upon feeing a few paltry blemithes thinly 
fcattered on the exterior of the building; who could think that the 
{pots which float round the furface of the fun, would more than over. 


balance the magnificence of the whole, and the pereeers beauties that ~ 


continually flow from that fountain of light.” P, 70, 

It was the fpirit of Chriftianity that, in England, put a ftop 
to the dreadful animofities of the Barons; that checked the 
perpetual feuds of the darker ages ; that fubdued the pride and 
fiercenefs which fo convulfed the government of our own and 
other nations ; that gave rife to the fingular but beneficial in- 
ftitution of chivalry, ** which tempered the valour of its pro- 
feflors, by uniting in the fame perfons the various and ufeful 
virtues of courtely, humanity, honour, and juftice” ; that has 


“* fecured amid the mild majefty of private life, that variety of 
gratifications and endearments, which we are formed to feel with the 
moft exquifite fenfibility ; thofe winning and attractive graces ; thofe 
amiable and fofter virtues ; thofe ten thoufand decencies, which {mooth 


and beautify our path through this to a higher and nobler ftate of ex+ 
iftence.” P. 76. 


And, above all, that 


** has reared a monument as durable as the world, I mean, the in- 
flitution of charitable houfes ; an inflitution, that has fecured the 
morals and exiftence of millions and millions of our fpecies.” P. 77. 
‘« From the whole, then, we may fafely conclude, that the Chriitian 
religion has guided, to their proper objects, the intelleétual, moral, 
and focial powers of man, with a certainty infinitely fuperior to every 
other inititution.” P, gz. 


We have analyzed this traét with fome attention, conceiv- 
ing that it is calculated to produce the beft effets, at this junc- 
ture in particular ; and we have produced from it fo many cre- 
ditable fpecimens of argument and of eloquence, that any 
further recommendation of it, on our part, would be altogether 
fuperfluous. 
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Art. LV. Tranfaétions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh. 
Vol. V. Part dl. 


(Concluded from our laft, p. 41.) 


IIL. Experiments on Whinftone and Lava. By Sir Fames 
Hall, Bart. F.R.S. and F. A. 8. Edin. 


HE fubje& of this rather long paper is briefly as fol- 
lows : 

It was fuppofed by Dr. Hutton, in his inveftigation of the 
ftructure of the earth, that granite, porphyry, and bafaltes, had 
originally been ina ftate of perfect fulion. But this fuppofi- 
tion is rendered improbable by the obfervation, that the internal 
ftructure of thofe minerals is generally rough and ftony ; 
whereas the fufion of earthy fubftances, in common chemical 
operations, converts them into a more or lefs perfect vitreous 
fubitance. 

It occurred, however, to this author, that by flow cooling, 
which muft have been the cafe of thofe minerals in the bowels 
of the earth, they might affume a different appearance, from 
what they are wont to affume, when cooled fuddenly. And 
this conjecture was rendered more probable by fome accidental 
phanomena, which had been obferved in a glafs-houfe. He 
was therefore induced to put the matter to the teft of actual 
experiments, and his experiments were attended with the de- 
fired fuccefs. 

The fubftances tried are, 1. Whin of Bell’s Mills Quarry ; 
2. Whin of the Rock of Edinburgh Caftle ; 3. Whin of the 
bafaltic columns on Arthur's Seat, near Edinburgh ; 4. Whia 
from the neighbourhood of Dudding{tone Loch ; 5. Whin of 
Salifbury Craig, near Edinburgh ; 6. Wohin from the water of 
Leith ; and, 7. Whin of the bafaltic columns of Staffa. 

Each of thofe fubftances was expofed in a crucible to a 
trong fire, and was afterwards fuffered to cool, either fuddenly 
or flowly. The general refults fhowed, 


‘© that all the whins employed affume, after fufion, a ftony charac- 
ter, in confequence of flow cooling ; and the fuccefs of the experi- 
ments, with fo many varieties, entitles us to afcribe the fame property 
to the whole clafs, ‘The arguments, therefore, againft the fubterra- 
neous fufion of whinftone, derived from its ftony charatter, feem now 
to be fully refuted.” 


The narration of thofe experiments contains alfo a variety 
of collateral obfervations, the principal of which are contained 
in the account of the experiments on the whin of Beil’s Mills 
Quarry, which is as follows: 
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«* In trying the fufibility of the glafs obtained from it, a curious 
circumftance occurred, which accounts for the unexpedted refults a}- 
ready mentioned, I had placed in the muffle a long and flender frag. 
ment of this glafs, with its extremities refting on two fupporters of 
clay, and its middle unfupported. [Having then increafed the tempe- 
rature by flow degrees, J expected to difcover the loweft point of emol- 
lefcence, by obferving when the fragment funk by its own weight, 
The muffle having attained a moderate heat, I obferved the glafs to 
lofe its thape a little. Wifhing to fee it completely melted, the fame 
heat was continued, but no further change en place. The heat was 
then raifed feveral degrees, but without effect, At laft, being urged 
ftill further, the glafs funk down completely between its fupporters, 
The pyrometer being then withdrawn, denoted a temperature above 


Oo. 
i It occurred to me, that, on this occafion, the glafs, by the firft 
application of heat, had foftened, and then had cryftalized, fo as to 
become hard again ; that, in cryftalizing, it had acquired fuch infa- 
fibility as to yiela to no heat under 30. I tinenediately confirmed this 
conjeClure by the following experiment : 

“© A piece of the fame glafs, placed in a cup of clay, was intro. 
duced into the muffle, heated to 21. In one minute it became quite 
foft, fo as to yield readily to the preffure of an iron rod. After a fe. 
cond minute had elapfed, the fragment, being touched by the rod, 
was found to be quite hard, though the temperature had remained fta- 
tionzry. The fubftance, thus hardened, had undergone a change 
throughout ; it had loft the vitreous character; when broken, it ex- 
hibited a fracture like that of porcelain, with little luftre; and its co- 
lour was changed from black to dark brown, Being expofed to heat, 
it was found to be fufible only at 31; that is, it was lefs fufible than 
the glafs by 13 or 14 degrees, 

«* Numerousand varied experiments have fince proved, in the cleareft 
manner, that, in any temperature, from 21 to 28 inclufive, the glafs of 
this whin pafles from a fott, or liquid ftate, to a folid, in confequence 
of crytlalization; which is differently performed at different points of 
this range. In the lower points, as at 23, it is rapid and imperfect ; 
in higher points, flower and more complete, every intermediate tem- 
perature affording an intermediate refult. I likewife found, that cryf- 
talization takes piace, not only when the heat is ftationary, but like- 
wife when rifing or finking, provided its progrefs through the range 
jutt mentioned 1s not too rapid, Thus, if the heat of the fubftance, 
after tufion, exceeds one minute in palling from 21 to 23, or from 23 
to 21, the mafs will infallibly cryftalize, and lofe its vitreous charaer. 

«* Thefe faétsenabled me to account for the production of the fub- 
ftance refembling the liver of an animal, which I obtained in my firft 
attempt to cryftalize the melted ftone. Not rea then aware of the 
temperature proper for complete cryitalization, I had allowed it to be 
pafled over rapidly by the defcending heat, and I had begun the flow 
cooling in thofe lower points, at which the formation of this interme- 
diate febftance takes place. 

«« By the fame means I was enabled to explain the o:her unexpett- 

ed refult, which I obtained in endeavouring to convert the glafs of 
this 
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this ftone into cryftalite. The fire applied to the crucible, contain- 


ing fragments of the glafs, had been raifed very Nowly, which I know 
~ Wea been the cafe by fome circumftances of the experiment. The 
glafs tad foftened by the firft application of heat, but had cryftalized 
again as the heat gradually rofe; fo that the fubftance confolidated, 
while till fo vifcid as to retain the original fhape of the fragments; at 
the fame time it acquired fuch infufibility as to-refift the application of 


higher degrees of heat during the reft of the procefs.” P. 409. 


The fecond part of this paper contains an examination of 
various fpecimens of lava, from different volcanos ; namely, 
1. Lava of Catania; 2. Lava of Sta, Venere; 3. Lava of 
la Motta di Catania; 4. Lava of Iccland; 5. Lava of Torre 
del Greco ; and, 6. Lava of Vefuvius, eruption 1785. But 
the narration of the experiments is preceded by a itatement, 
with quotations, of the opinions of Dolomieu and Kirwan, 
relatively to the formation of lavas. Thefe two gentlemen 
agree in believing, that lavas have never been acted upon by a 
heat of fufficient intenfity to produce complete fufion, and en- 
deavour, each by an hypothelis peculiar to himfelf, to account 
for their fluidity. 

Sir James Hall’s experiments were performed upon fpecimens 
colleéted by himfelf ; not from the fuperficial feoria of lavas, 
but from their interior and more compact parts. 

«« When,” fays he, ‘thefe folid lavas are compared with our whin- 
ftones, the refemblance between the two claffes is not only ftriking at 
firft fight, but bears the clofeft examination. ‘They both confift of ‘a 
ftony bafis, which frequently contains detached cry ftals of various fub- 
ftances, {ych as white felfpar and black hornblend. ‘The analogy be- 
tween the two claffes feems. to hold through all chéir yarieties ; and I 
am confident that there is not a lava of Mount A.tna to which a coun- 
terpart may.not be produced from the whinftones of Scotland. 

‘¢ This refemblance in external character is accompanied with an 
agreement no lefs complete in chemical properties,” p. 57° 


Afterthe recital of the experiments, which we hope are ac- 
curately ftated, this author proceeds to apply their refults to the 
explanation of various geological fa&s ; and, laftly, concludes 
his paper with a table of the various degrees of fufibibilty of 
different {pecimens of lava. 


IV. A Chemica] Analyfis of Three Species of Whinfione, and 
Two of Lava. By Robert Kennedy, M.D. F. R.S. and 
F. A. S. Edin. 


‘© On the sth of Auguft laft,” this author fays, * I announced to 
the fociety that I had difcovered foda in feveral varieties of the whin- 
ftone of Scotland, and alfo in lava from Mount Aitna; but did not 
defcribe the yarious experiments to which -thefe {ubftances had been 
fubjeéted in my examination of them.” 

The 
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The account of thofé experiments, with all the nece(fary 
particulars, forms the contents of the prefent paper. 
pears from their refults, that the contents of 100 parts of the 
bafalt of Staffa, are, 


It ap- 


Silex - - os - 48 
Argil - - : - 16 
Oxyd of iron - - - 16 
Lime - - - - 9Q 
Moifture, and other valatile matter - 5 
Soda, about : a on 
Muriatic acid, about - r. & 
‘The ingredients of 100 parts of whin of Salifbury Rock, are, 
Silex - - - - 46 
Argil + - - - 19 
Oxyd of iron - - - I 
Lime - - - - 8 
Moitture, and other volatile matter - 4 
Soda, about - - - 3.5 
Muriatic acid, about - - | 
08.5 
- The ingredients of 109 parts of whin from the Calton Hill, 
near Edinburgh, are, 
Silex - - - - 50 
Argil - - - - 18.5 
Oxyd of iron - ~ - 16.75 
Carbonate of lime - eth Bae, 
Moifture, and other volatile matter - 5 
Soda, about - - A arig 
Muriatic acid, about - - 
7 8.25 
The ingredients of 100 parts of the lava of Catania, Aetna, 
are, | 
Silex - 3 - - - 5§%. 
Argil - e - r IQ 
Oxyd of iron - - - 14.5 
Lime - - - - g.§ 
Soda, about . “ eka 
Muriatic acid, about - org 


ee ee 


99 
The ingredients of 100 parts of lava Sta. Venere, Piedi- 
monte, A’tna, are, 
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Silex - - - - §0.7§ 
Arg'l - - - - 17.50 
Oxyd of iron - - - 14.25 
Lime - - - - 10 
Soda, about - m oii 
Muriatic acid, about ° ung 
97°5 


« The refults of thefe analyfes fhow, that whins, and a certain clafs 
of lavas, taken from remote quarters of the globe, confift of the fame 
component elements, united in each, nearly in the fame proportion. 
The only circumftance in which.they materially differ, is the lofs of 
{ome volatile matter in the fire, which is peculiar to the whins alone. 

** We need not be now furprifed at the faéts mentioned by Dolo- 
mieu, and others, of foda being found about volcanos, or upon the 
furface of lavas; as it has thus been fhown to exift in thefe fubftances 
in combination with their earthy bafes.” P. 94, 


After the account of thofe analyfes, this author relates a va- 
riety of faéts, which tend to prove, that whins and lavas are 
not the only ftones which contain foda ; but that this.alkali is 
widely diffufed through the mineral kingdom. 


V. A New Method of refolving Cubic Equations. By Fames 
Ivory, Efq. 

As it is not pra€ticable to abridge the contents of this pa- 
per, fo as to convey a clear idea of the methods therein con- 
tained, we can only in general inform ou readers, that this 
author divides cubic equations into two fpecies ; namely, thofe 
which have three real roots, and thofe which have only one 
real root ; and that their folutions depend upon the properties 
of certain geometrical lines. 

This publication of the Royal Society of Edinburgh, con- 
tains only one plate, 





Art. V. Memoirs relative to Egypt, written in that Country 
during the Campaigns of General Bonaparte, in the Years of 
1798 and 1799, by the learned and feientific Men who accom- 
panied the French Expedition, Publifhed in Paris by Autho- 
rity. 8vo. 459 pp. 8s. Phillips, 1800. 


It is well known, that when Bonaparte undertook the com- 
mand of the army of Egypt, he induced a number of men 
of {cience to accompany him in that bold and memorable ex- 
pedition, 
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pedition, Some of them were men of eftablithed celebrity ; 
fuch as Bertholet and Dolomieu ; but by far the greater part 
were not diftinguifhed in the annals of the learned. 

When this is known, and when it is alfo confidered, that 
the bufinefs and fatigue of war allow little leifure for obferva- 
tions, experiments, or difcoveries, and that a free communica- 
tion with the inhabitants was cut off, and that it was even dan. 
gerous to go beyond the lines of the army, we fhall not only 
be led to be moderate in our expeétations as to the early acqui- 


fitions of thefe fcientific adventurers, but fhall alfo judge with | 


candour and indulgence the part they have performed. 

The work. before us confifts of a number of memoirs on 
different fubjets, “Thefe were brought by Bonaparte to France, 
prefented by him te the National Inftitute, and gleancd, ar. 
ranged, and publifhed by that body. The papers are nume- 
rous. ‘They relate to obje&s of natural hiftory, arts, antiqui- 
tics, and the manners of the modern Egyptians. Some of 
them are interefting and well-written ; thefe we thall notice. 
Others are too haltily drawn up to prove fatisfaétory; and 
fome are below criticifm. - Our readers will doubtlefs pardon 
us for pafling over thefe in filence. 

The firft of thofe papers which are interefting is by An- 
dreofly, on the preparation of gunpowder, In this we are in- 
formed, that the faltpetre, which is there obtained from trenches 
cut in the land, is very pure. The gunpowder is formed b 
means of manual Jabour, and is compofed of 8 parts falt- 
petre, 2 of fulphur, and 2 of charcoal. This material is tri- 
turated in lone mortars. Each mortar contains 1§ pounds of 
the matesial. It is grained by prefling it through a grating, 
To this paper fucceeds one by Shulkontki, relative to the road 
from Caira to Ifalchkych ; and another, from the Phyfician in 
Chief to the Army, Defgenettes, to the medical men, recom- 
mending them to draw up a phyfico-medical topography of 
Egypt. 

2am report on Pompey’s Column, which follows, there is 
nothing interefting. 

The next paper, which is by Monge, relates to a fingular 
optical illufion, frequently met with in Egypt, called the 
mirage, of which the following defcription we hope will be ac- 
ceptable. 


«© The country of lower Egypt is nearly a level plain, which lofes 
itfelf, like the fea, in the clouds at the extremity of the horizon: its 
uniformity is only interrupted by a few eminences, either natural or 
faétitious, on which are fituated the villages, thus kept out of the reach 
of the inundations of the Nile ; and thefe eminences, lefs ufual on the 
fkirts of the defert, more frequently to be feen on the fide of the Delta, 
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and which appear like a dark line on a very tran{parent iky, are ren- 
dered ftill farther vifible by the date trees and fycamores, 0 to be 
met with in fuch fituations than elfewhere. 

«* Both morning and evening the afpe€t of the country is exattly as 
it ought to be; and between you and the laft villages which prefent 
themfelves, you perceive nothing but land; but when the furface of 
the earth is fufficiently heated by the rays of the fun, and indeed antit 
it begins to get cold towards the evening, the land no longer feems to 
have the fame extenfion, but to be terminated, to within the diftance 
of about a league, by a general inundation, 

‘s The villages placed beyond that, appear like fo many iflaads 
ftationed in the midft of a great lake, from which the {pectator is fe- 
parated by an extent of land, more or lefs confiderable, according to 
circumftances, You then behold the image of each of thefe villages 
refle€ted exaétly as if it were exhibited on a clear furface of water, 
with only this difference, that as the reprefentation is at a confiderable 
diftance, the f{maller objeéts are invifible, and the maffesalone diftin&; 
in addition to this, the edges of the reverfed image are: rather ill de- 
fined, and fuch as they would be if the furface of the reflecting me- 
dium happened to be a little agitated. 

‘* In proportion as one approaches a village, which appears to be 
placed in the midft of an inundation, the margin of the water feems 
to recede, and the arm of the fea, feparating you as it were from the 
village, fhrinks back by degrees: it at length difappears entirely, and 
the phenomenon which now ceafes, in refpect to the firft village, is 
inftantly reproduced by a new one, which you difcover at a due dif- 
tance in the rear. Thus every thing contributes to complete an illu- 
fion, which is fometimes cruel, more efpecially in the defert, becaufe 
it tantalizes you with the appearance of water, at a time when you 
experience the greateft want of that clement.” P. 75. 


The explanation of the phenomenon is not only ingenious, 
but alfo fatisfaQory ; it is too long however to be inferted, 
and cannot be well condenfed. 

The next paper is on the Wing of the Oftrich, in which 
the author, Geoffroy, proves a very great refemblance in ge- 
neral {tru€ture and habits between the oftrich and quadrupeds. 

Then follows a paper on Opthalmia. 

A paper on the mode of dying cotton and flax, by means of 
the Carthamus, although very fhort, is by no means unintereft- 
ing. The difference between the procefles employed in Europe 
and in Egypt confifts, 1ft, in ufing water, which is ina flight 
degree alkaline, to extract the yellow colour frem the plant; 
andly, bruifing the Carthamus with wocd afhes, that is, in- 
corporating an alkali with the colouring matter, by means of 
mechanical power; and, 3dly, ufing warm water inftead of 
cold, which is employed in Europe. 

The next memoir relates to the Lake Menzalch, and is 
written by Andreofly, General of Artillery. It is a long and 
learned 
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learned paper, but to us appears very uninterefting: it contains 
an account of the prefent {tate of the Lake ; its formation; 
the drying up of the Lake ; the nature of the tongue of land 
which feparates it from the fea ; an enumeration of the towns 
which communicate with: it; and, an analyfis of the con- 
firuction of the Charts of the Lake. ‘The fame Andreofly 
was charged with the prote€iion of the commiffion appointed 
to vifit and inveltigate the Lakes of Natron, of which lakes 


he has given anexcellent topdgraphical account. ‘The paper - 


relating to the natron itfelf,; by Bertholet, is interefting, inaf- 
much as it throws light on the fingular formation of that al- 
kali ; he thinks it is not formed in the foil, as any one who has 
not been on the {pot would at firft imagine ; the foil he found 
not to contain natron, except in union with the muriatic acid ; 
he remarks thar, in the mid(t of fome of the lakes, the waters 
of which contain fea-falt, there are iflands and fpots where 
the natron chry(talizes. Natron is only found where the foil 
is a carbonate of lime; and Betrrholet therefore concludes, 
that it is this fubltance which decompofes the muriate of foda. 
The time requifite for this procefs appears to be about four 
years, for if the natron be removed, it is not reproduced until 
the expiration of that term, 

The remainder of this volume is made up of memoirs on 
the following fubje&ts : Obfervations on certain Procefles. for 
corre€ting the Detcéts of particular Kinds of Steel and Caft- 
Jron. Report on the Oafes. Remarks on the Ufe of Oil in 
the Plague, Obfervations made to determine the geographi- 
cal Polition of Alexandria. Analyfis of the Slime of the 
Nile. Remarks on the Management and Produce of the 
Land in the Province of Damietta. Obfervations on the 
Fountain of Mofes. Extra&s from the Geography of Abd- 
er-rafhid E\-Bakouy, on the Defcription of Egypt. And, 
A Difcourfe of Citizen Denon, to be read at the Inftitute. of 
Cairo, on his Return trom Upper Egypt. Of thefe it is im- 
poflible to make a fatisfaftory extract, without going into a 
minute detail of .matters of fcience, which would carry us to 
a difproportionate length, without being very interefting. 
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Art. VI. “A Familiar Treatife on the Phyfcal Education of | 


Children, during the early Period of their Lives. Being a 
Compendium addreffed to all Mothers who are ferioufly concern- 
ed for the Welfare of their Offspring. Tranflated from the 
German of Chriftian Auguftus Struve, M.D. Phyfician at 
Gérlitz, in Saxony; Honorary Member of the Royal Humane 
Soctety of London, and of feveral Literary Inftitutions., To 
which are prefixed, Three Introdu€iory Le&tures on the fame 
Subject, by A. F. M. Willich, M. D. Author of the Leétures 
on Diet and Regimen, Sc. Se. Bvo.: 449 pp. 8s. Mur- 
ray and Highley. 1801. : 


pee Treatife is ufhered by three preliminary difcourfes, or 

Le@ures, by the tranflator, which were read, he fays,: to 
fmall but refpeétable auditories. In the firft he gives biftorical 
— fketches of the manners and cuftoms prevailing among dif- 
ferent nations, as the Greenlanders, Laplanders, Tungowfes, 
&e. In the fecond, a differtation on the errors and prejudices 
prevailing in the treatment of children, with hints towards ra- 
dical but gradual improvements: and, in the third, {trictures 
on modern fyftems of education, particularly that of Rouffeau, 
concluding with an abltraét of Profetior Hufeland’s opinions 
relative to the food, drink, fleep, and.cries of children. As 
thefe Lectures are rather declamatory than argumentative, the 
merit of them will be beft underftood by giving a fhort extract 
trom each of them. 


‘«« The limits allotted to this (firft) Lefture,” he fays, ‘* will only 

rmit us to take a curfory view of thofe remote nations which exhi- 
Bi a remarkable difference in their bodily ftructure, and habits of life. 
I propole to elucidate the following account with occafional remarks 
on the refpective manners, and phyfical chara¢ter, of different nations; 
for by fuch comparative reflections, we may perhaps acquire fome ad- 
ditional knowledge of the prevailing errors, or negative imiprove- 
ments, in modern education, 

«© The Greenlander feldom attains the height of five feet; and the 
Efquimavx, his brother, who dwells farther to the north, is ftill thorter, 
But, as the vital power operates towards the exterior parts of the body, 
it has compenfated in warm and folid mufculdr fubftance, what i 
could not beftow in afpiring height. His head, in proportion to his 
body, is large; his face broad and flat: for Nature produces beauty 
only, when acting with temperance, and in a mean betwixt extremes ; 
fhe could here not round a foft oval; and ftill lefs allow the nofe, that 
ornament of the face, to project. As the cheeks occupy the chief 
breadth of the vifage, the mouth is {mall and round: the hair is fliff; 
for the fine penetrating juices neceflary to form foft filky hair, are 
wanting: no mind beams from the eye. In like manner the fhoulders 
grow broad, the limbs large, the body corpulent and fanguine k “ 
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hands and feet alone remain fmall and flender. As is the external 
form, fo are the irritability and the economy of the fluids within, 
‘The blood circulates more flowly, the heart beats more languidly ; 
thence the defire of the fexes, which rifes to fuch a height with the 
increafing warmth of other countries, is here lefs violent. It awakens 
not till Jate; the unmarried live chaftely ; and the women almoft re. 

uire compulfion, to take upon them the troubles of a married life, 

hey have but few children; whence they compare the amorous and 
prolific Europeans to dogs. In their connubial ftate, as in their ge. 


neral way of life, a calm fobricty, and an habitual flillnefs of the pale. 


fions, prevail. Infenfible of thofe irritations which a warmer climate, 
and more volatile animal fpirits produce, they live and die peaceable 
and patient ; contented from indifference, and aétive only from ne- 
ceflity. ‘lhe father educates his fon to that apathy which he efteems 
the grand virtue and happinefsof life; and the mother fuckles her in- 
fant for a length of time, with all the profound, tenacious affection of 
animal maternity. What Nature has denied them in irratibility and 
elafticity of fibre, fhe has given them in permanent indefatigable 
strength ; and has clothed them with that warming obefity, that abun. 


dance of blood, which render their-very breath fuffocating hot (fc) 
in clove habitations.” P. 29, 


The ¢efcription of the perfons and manners of the Green- 
landers is taken, we are told, from Herder’s outlines of a 
philofophy of the hiftory of man. The rhetorical ornaments, 
** the father educating his children to that apathy which he 
efteeins the grand virtue and happine/s of life; and the mother 
fuckling the infant with the profound, tenacious affection of ani- 
mal maternity,” are probably the additions of the lecturer. 

Before the child is fcarcely two months old, the author fays, 
in the fecond Leéture, 


«* I have often had the mortification to obferve, that over-wife nurfes 
begin to try’ experiments on its legs. As the bones, however, have not 
yet acquired fufficient firmnefs, it may be eafily conceived what injury 
mutt be done to the formation and growth of the child, by attempts 
equally prepofterous and detrimental.” P. 55. 


But this is conjuring up errors, in order to fhow our fkill in 
combating them. It ts certainly by no means cuftomary, in 
this country, to put children on ‘their feet at this age. They 
have generally, in fact, long clothes, which effectually prevent 
the nurfes from attempting it. But he goes on to fay, 


*¢ There are other very injudicious cuftoms, which deferve fevere 
animadverfion, TL allude to the itrange habit of taking very young 
children to places of public worfhip or amufement ; fending them to 
fchools, with the wiew of making them fedate, or confining them, ef- 
pecially during cold weather, in hot and fuffoeating rooms. By fuch 
deftru@tive means, the foundation is laid for that plethoric habit, which 
difpofes them cither to apoplettic or eruptive diforders, to conyulfions, 


palfy, 
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palfy, epilepfy, in fhort, to that very general irritability of the fyftem. 


which is the forerunner of confumption.” P. 55, 


Here we have a long catalogue of difeafes, and of the moft 
dreadful kind, laid to the charge of caufes that are certainly 
inadequate to their produ@ion. It is by no means ufual for 

erfons in that rank of life, who were probably at the author's 
Fathuses, or who are likely to fee his book, to take their chil- 
dren, when very young, either to places of worfhip, or of pub- 
lic amufement ; and we believe it would be difficult to produce 
inftances of epilepfy, palfy, 7 Dick or confumption, having 
been produced by thofe caufes, or even by fending them toe 
early to {chool, although that is an error of great magnitude, 
and produ@tive of much mifchief. 

In the third Le€ture, the author profeffes to give ftriQures 
on feveral modern fyftems of education, but his {trictures are 
entirely confined to the fyftem, long fince exploded, of Rouf- 
feau, of which he feems on the whole to entertain a favourable 
opinion. To parts, however, he objects. One of thefe parts, 
we will fele&t for our readers, with the le€turers obfervations. 


‘«* In order,” he fays, ‘* to point out the merits, as well as the par- 
ticular defects of this fyftem, it will be neceflary to advert to thofe 
parts of Rousseau’s pofitive injunctions which require to be ex- 
plained, modified, or totally relinguifhed, 

«© 1, On the fubjeét of Nurfing and Suckling: I believe this effen- 
tial duty has never been more forcibly inculcated, and brought home 
to the feelings of the maternal heart, than by this judicious Genevefe. 
But, it deferves to be remarked, that Acalthy mothers only ought to fuckle 
their children, while thofe who are fickly, paflionate, fretful, or op- 
prefled with grief, fubject to fits of anyer, epilepfy, fcrophula, con- 
fumption, and other difeafes, fhould rather employ nurfes, than ingraft 
their mifery on the innocent offspring. Nor is it proper, that mothers 
who either cannot or will not comply with the rules of a fuitable diet 
and regimen, fhould transfer their irregularities to infants.” P. 85. 


That women, who are fubjeét to epilepfy, fcrofula, or con- 
fumption, fhould not ordinarily be allowed to fuckle their off- 
spring, partly on their own accounts, and partly on that of 
their children, will be readily admitted ; but that fretful, or 
even paflionate women, fhould be reftri@ted, would anfwer little 
purpofe, uniefs they were alfo prevented from marrying. 

On the Treatife itfelf, to which the Leéctures are introduc- 
tory, we fhall alfo content ourfelves with making fome gene- 
ral obfervations. On a fubje&t fo interefting, and which has 
exercifed the thoughts and the pens of the moft ingenious 
men from the earlieft periods, it cannot be fuppofed much of 
novelty can be advanced. On the diet of children, on exer- 
cife, cleanlinefs, and on the mode of alluring them to receive 
the 
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the rudiments of education, the obfervations are in gene;al juft 
and proper ; and though not new, yet, as they are too much 
neglected in practice, publifhing them from time to time, in 
new forms, may have its ufe. Many of the obfervations, 
however, are fuch as we by no means accede to. Some of the 
ftritures alfo are ayain(t vices or errors in the management of 
children, that are totally unknown in this country; and through 
the whole book, there are abundant opportunities of obferving 
how very far the middling and lower ranks of the people in this 
country are advanced, in civilization, beyond thofe of the 
fame ranks in Germany. Books written, therefore, to inftru& 
the people in Germany, either as to their medical, political, or 
moral management, and which may be perfeétly adapted to 
that country, fhould be abridged, and not entirely tranflated, to 
adapt them for the fame purpofes here. We the more readily 
make this obferyation, as there feems at prefent almoft as great 
an eagernefs to introduce German medicine as German plays 
into this country. ba 

We doubt alfo whether the true {tate of medical knowledge 
in Germany will be obtained, by naturalizing all their mott 
voluminous writers, who though they decorate each other with 
the titles of the celebrated, the illuftrious, &c. and are fo deno- 
minated by their tranflators, yet they may not be the moft en- 
lightened, judicious, and rational practitioners in that country ; 
any more than the followers of the Brunonian fv{tem, repre- 
fent the real {late of medical knowledge here ; and yet, from 
the zeal with which their works are difleminated, their increaf- 
ing multitudes, and the pompous eulugiums they beftow on each 
other, they may probably be fo received. We fhall clofe our 
account of this volume, with laying before our readers a paf- 
fage or two from the Treatife, which may fatisfy them of the 
propriety of the obfervations we have made. 


“© On fome injurious PraGices in the Feeding cf Children. 


** It is neceffary that mothers fhould be made acquainted with thofe 
euftoms and abufes, which are practifed by nurfes and fervants, that 
they may be enabled to avoid or prevent them. I think ita duty in- 
cumbent on me to requeft their attention to the following obfervations, 
from which they will difcover many latent caufes of difeafe, and 
early death of their children. 

«© 1, Ail veffels in which their food is prepared, or out of which 
they are fed, muft be kept as clean as poffible. ‘The confequences 
arifing from uncleanlinefs and inattention, are far more confiderable 
and dangerous to children than to adults ; for a very {mall portion of 
any pernicious fubftance which is fuffered to remain in the utenfils, or 
mixed with their food, is fufficient to occafion indifpofitior, or may 
even endanger their lives.” P. 270. Th 
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This is all judicious and proper; but the following account 
of the practice of the poor peafants in Germany, would dif 
grace a Hottentot. 


<< 3. One of the moft difgufting cuftoms is the fucking bag, which 
is given to a child for the double purpofe of nourifhing and compofing 
it. Many a poor mother will tear a rag from an old fhirt, or a clout, 
which fhe has found, perhaps in the ftreet, and which may coatain the 
remains of a venertal contagion: of this fhe makes a {mail bag, which 
is filled with bread, milk and fugar, and then given to the child to 
fuck. If the infant happens to drop this rag on the ground, it is pre- 
fented again, though covered with dirt: a number of flies fettle upon 
it when the child is alone, which but the moment before may have 
quitted a faucer of poifon, Nor are thefe the only bad coafequences : 
the bread contained in this bag turns four, and the child may fome- 
times {wallow the whole rag, and be choaked by it. The gums be- 
come fore by the acidity of this mixture, and the points of the newly 
protruding teeth are blunted, become loofe, black, and fall out : the 
child is at length afflifted with various eruptions in the mouth; and 
thus the bafis is laid for that terrible diforder, the thruth. 

«« ‘This abominable cuttom, alas! ftill continues in various parts of 
Germany ; where the fuperftitious nurfes are firmly of opinion, that it 
would be impoflible to rear up a child, without the ufe of this rag; 
and no perfuafions of the Faculty can induce them to relinguifh io 
mifchievous a practice.” P. 271. 


There are fome ufetul obfervations on the form of the 
breeches worn in molt parts of Europe, which the author thinks 
may fometimes occafion ruptures, and, on the other hand, 
fome on the effects of fondling children (fee p. 110) which, we 
think, ought not to have been admitted in a popular pub- 
eation. | 





Art. VIL. Richard the Firft. A Poem, Sc. By Sir F. B. 
Burges. 
(Concluded from p. 229 of this Volume.) 

HEN Blondel has afcertained that his roya} mafter lives, 

and is imprifoned in ‘Trivallis, the particulars of his re- 

turn are fupprefled by the author ; but the news of the difca- 
very he has made is quickly fpread throughout the kingdom. 
We remarked, in a paffage cited before, a {plendid and appofite 
fimile. Tnefe illuftrations belong decidedly to the beft ftores of 
the higher poetry, and in thefe we fhall find Sir J. B. greatly 
excel. His comparifons are original and picturefque, drawa 
from objeis fuited to poetical reprefentation, and ofually weil- 
applied to the purpofe of his narrative. At this period of 
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poetry, it is neither a fmall, nor yet a common, merit to pro. 
duce original fimiles. We have feen this {pecies of writing 
abufed, by the introduétion of long and accumulated compari- 
fons, perfe@ly unlike the“objeéts compared ; and this abufe was 
ridiculed with fingular homour and fuccefs in the Loves of the 
Triangles; but we do not recolle& to have feen in any modern 
poetry fuch a variety of judicious, and yet new fimiles, as in 
this Poem of Richard. They meet us again early in the Fourth 
Book. ‘Thus the aflembling of the Vafials at the call of the 
Barons, is compared to the evening call of the Alpine Shep- 
herds. 


** As when, at eve’s approach, the Alpine fwain 
Sounds from his deep-ton’d tube th’ accuftom’d lay, 
To call his flragglers from the graffly plain, 
Thy’ obedient flock his warning note obey ; 
No more midft flow’ry meads his lambkins play, 
His goats no longer o’er the mountains roam, 
Bound o’er the hills and on‘théir fummits ftray, 
While far beneath them thund’ring torrents foam : 
They own their mafter’s voice, and feek with him their home,” 


Soon after, the fpreading of joy among the populace is 
compared to the catching of fire among dry ftubble. 


‘© Th’ aflembled croud the welcome tidings hail’d ; 
Thro’ ev’ry rank foon f{pread th’ exulting cry, 
And tranfport wild and extacy prevail’d. 
Thus when in wintry night to ftubble dry 
Their flaming brands induftrious hinds apply, 
O'er the wide champaign far extends the blaze ; 
The wanton element illumes the fky, 
And, while around its {plendour it difplays, 
The diftant villagers in filent wonder gaze. 


We remark continually, as we proceed in the Poem, a very 
fingular fkitl and command of verfification, in varying the 
paufes, and diftribution of the ftanza ; producing undoubtedly 
a variety of cadence by no means ufual in Englifh-poetry; thus, 
B. IV, St. 46. 


«¢ In me,”’ and as he fpake his helm he rais’d, 
** Pembroke, your friend and comrade lov’d behold.” 


In the ftanza preceding, a fpeech of Pembroke’s breaks in, 
Without preparation, at the fifth line. 


«« Urg’d rs bafe and moft unknightly deed,” 
Cried Pembroke, ‘* and our captive king to aid.” 


The 61ft ftanza opens with a fpeech, fimilarly unprepared. 
ss When 





ch 
an 





«« When on the hoary front time’s with'ring hand,” 
Henty replied, ‘ has ftrew'd the marks of age, 
We might expect to meet with felf-command, 


With courteous bearing, and refleétion fage.”” 


Thefe, and many other variations, introduced in a ftanza 
apparently limited, produce an effect altogether contrary to ex 
pectation, and fuch as will not eafily be attained in couplet 
vere. “ihe appearance of. Belial to the Emperor Henry, at 
night, is defcribed with vigour, 


Which fill’d the tyrant’s fou 


«© With horror ftrack, he would have breath’d a prayer ; 
But ere his tongue the impulfe new obey’d, 

He heard the found of pinions thro’ the air, 

And tkraitway, at his fide appear’d a fhade, 


Of outline undefin’d, as if in clouds array’d, 


LXX. 
It feem'd, as though refembling human form, 
Of fize gigantic and imperial mien, 
Black and confus’d, as when thro’ wintry ftorm 
A mountain vaft in. mift obfcure is feen, 
When brooding tempefts robe its fummits green, 
And o’er its brow contending meteors play. 
From what appearedtits head flath'd lightnings keen, 
Cafting around a blue fulphureous ray, 
f with terror and difmay.” 


The diet of the empire alfembles, and Richard is there to be 
charged with crimes of ‘@ heinous nature. His firft appear- 
ance 1s dignified. 


4. 


‘© LXXXVI. 

— Forthwith, the gates wide-opening flew. 
All gaz’d, when, with an awecommanding air, 
The martial King advanciag met their view. 
His pallid cheek denoted paft-gone® care, 

And unconfin’d his flowing auburn hair 

With many a ringlet loofe his temples crown'd : 
Ereét he ftood, as.if his foes to dare; 

And, as with confcious majefty around 


His piercing eyes he caft, indignantly he frawn’d, 


LXXXVI. 
As when purfuing her accuftom’d way, 
The pafling moon obfcures the orb of light, 
And hides with mantle dark his noon-tide ray 
The fad Peruvian on Pinchinca’s height, 
Mourns his.great parent overwhelm'd in night; 
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* This word, pafgone, israther too much in favour with Sir J. 
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Bot foon as “gins retire th’ invader dread, 
With os eka babeomeeetnionsh” 


Exoltirg marks his beams reviy 
Renew the day, and round ethezial thed. 


LXXXVISi. 
Such was tbe feeling of each gzilant chief 
When frft the Champion of the Crofs they views 
Still great in woe, fll! dignified in 
And ftill by adverfe fortune unfubdued.” 

The charge of the Emperor, urged in ftrong terms againft 
the captive King. concludes this fourth Book ; and with the 
fifth commences Richard’s fpeech, in defence of himfelf. He 
takes up his narration from his own determination to take the 
Crofs, and the death of his father, Henry LI. which a Intle re- 
tarded his enterprife. 

The nasrative of Richard, though, like other Epic recitals, 
more minute than firi@ probability will allow, is continued 
with vigour, and much poctical variety. The fkill of the av- 
thor, in managing his difficult ftanza, every where appears con- 
{picuous ; and among other astifices, by whjch he prevents 
wearinefs, the introdu€tion of various, and fometimes very 
uncommen rhymes, is worthy of remark. The following 
Hanza, in a paflage replete with other beauties, the funeral of 
Martel, in Book V1. feem to afford a ftriking inftance. 


* Cxv?. 

'e gaz’ ‘d in filence on the fable train, 
Ww hich in lugubrious* pomp its progrefs degr, 
And flowly wound along the fea-girt plain. 
Thro’ the fill air the oan s full soa fags 
Now fwell’d the ftrain, in eiienioee he 
And fadly rofe the melancholy dirge : 
The awful chorus o’er our fenfes crepr, 
While from the fhore the ftill refponfive /arge 

With hollow murm’rings feem’d its fympathy to urge.” 


In this whole ftanza only one rhyme, frain and plain, is 
of common ufe or occurrence. —The affault and capture of 
Acre are defcribed in the feventh Book, and defcribed with 
much effet. Here we meet with many new and well-ima- 
gined comparifons. The found of hoftile preparation before 
the attack 1s illuftrated by the approach of a thunder-ftorm, im 
very defcriptive terms. 

“* XIII. 
As when, on fome unfheleer’d mountain’s fide, 
A thepherd fees the fky with clouds embrown’d, 
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* An affected word. By no means acommon fault with eer 
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Asd ing darknefs veil th’ horizon wide, 
Wrapt in fufpenfe, in dread attention bound, 
He bears the folemn thender roll around, 
And trembling gazes on his fizecy care. 
So ftreck with awe, we heard,” &c. 

At the end of this Book the narrative is broken with great 
judgment. Richard having been obliged to recite his own 
_ achievements, in the ftorming of Acre, panfes to lament this 
pecefity. At thefe expreffions, Mortimer, the companion of 
his toils, and painted before as warm and impetuous, takes fire, 
and, interrupting the King, ftrongly afferts his eminent merits. 
Richard checks his too eager zeal, and prepares to refume his 
account, but appearing exhaufted, it is propofed by one of the 
princes to wer the diet to another day, and to this Henry, 
though reluctantly, affents. In the Eighth Book the diet is 
refumed, and the narrative continued. Richard proceeds to 
the battle of Cafarea, which in the Ninth Book begins, wrth 
an unexpe@ted attack from that Prince; and here the terrific 
phenomenon of the Alps, the 4valanche, is well-employed to 
picture a rapid onfet from a declivity. 


«* Before the foe furptis’d their front could change, 
And ere acquainted with our new intent, 
To meet our plans their pow’rs they could arrange, 
To charge them boldly down the fteep defcent, 
Onur gen’rous hoft their rapid footiteps bent. 
As in the Alps, when wintry tempefts d/each 
— icy fields, and forcibly is rent 
rom lone the menacing Av'lanche, 
Thund’ring it ithe oe plain deftruftion wide to denach.” 
As he proceeds, in the courfe of his narrative, to relate the 
circumftance of knighting Blondel on the field, Richard is na- 


turally moved by feeing him prefent, and briefly interrupts his 
tale. 


“* xciv, 

I faid. With modeft grace uprofe the youth.— 
But ah! forgive, when I behold him there, 
When I recal the generous zeal and treth, 
Which led him to redeem me from defpair, 
Thar hor ry grtcfi feclings proc 

thus my grat i im.’ 
Oh! may dheds conti tanh, when thou may ’ft thare, 
Thrice valu’d friend! my fortunes and my , 

And confecrate with minethy bigbly honour’d.name.” B, x... 


In the Eleventh Book the narrative of Richard is concluded, 
4nd his innocence is pronounced by a general acclamation of 
the Princes affembled. cM ftung with grief -and- rage, 
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affeéts an hypocritical joy, but receives a dignified repulfe 
from Richard. The vifion of. Damons, which tollows, is per- 
haps rather too bold a flight. - Thefe agents, if, introduced at 
all, fhould, in our-opinion, be kept diftin&: from the mortal 
perfonages of the Poem, and. not, made. to communicate with 
them except indseams. But a new damon is now to be in- 
troduced, defcribed with fuch attributes and. charaéters, as 
modern times have but too {trongly appropriated, to her. This 
is Farse Puitosopny, iwhels Wohnele in the Poem is to,ex- 
cite the fubje&ts of Richard againft his government. ‘Fhe 
foundation of this part, of 1 Dy cue is the fad, that at. that 
period the levelling do&rines were f{pread in Europe with very 
deftru@tive effet; and William Longdeard, whofe true name 
is faid by Gervafle to have been Fitz-Ofbert, and fome other 
demagogues, are defcribed ip hiftory, as, well as in this Poem, 
with a mot ftriking refemblayce to modern Jacobins. They, 
were Jacobins not yet perfe& in cruelty and blafphemy, but 
with the other, features of the character very ftrongly marked. 
They differed therefore only as ‘young daemons may. be fup- 

ofed to differ fram thofe that are fully grown and educated: 
Of this family likenefs Sir J. Burges has taken advantage, to 
introduce many topics, to which modern difputes have parti- 
cularly drawn attention ; and to fhow, by very {trong example, 
that the evil difpofitions which render.men. averfe tq legal and 
falutary government, have been,at: all times. of the fame kind. 
Thefe incidents chiefly occupy the Twelfth Bogk, Some of 
the leading precepts of the demon, who guides thefe.mifchiefs, 
are thus exprefled!: pease 


“© XXXVP 
Tis wond'rous how the, magic.of a word, 
With empbafis,pronounc’d, and boldly, vouch’d, 
Can fortify an argument abfurd. 
- By hardy lies in fervent language couch’d, 
The ftubborn feelings of: a. mob are touch’d : 
Let thy experienc’d hand but prefs the fpring, 
And thofe who yefterday obedient crouch’d, 
Will make the air-with madd’ning tumult ring, 
Defy the Laws, and mock Religion and their King.” 


Thefe machinations, to a, certain, degree fucceed, and civil 
contention, is, beginnmg in Landon, when, on a, fudden, 
Richard appears in.perfon at the head of fome troops, and puts 
an.endto thealarm. This Pere nnnmee sane princi- 

|. perfonage, without.any, intimation.of ms intermediate pro- 
ac ee day. of, his ‘ial in. Germany, is, we.fear, not 
jultifiable by. the laws of. epic writing ; the aétion, of which 
ought,to proceéd in an unbgokenchain. A regular difputation 

now 
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now enfues between Richard on the one hand, and Belial, 
under the form of the Demagogue Baldock, on the other ; 
and the fcene is clofed by a miraculous difcovery of the 
dazmons, in confequence of a folemn prayer from Richard. 
Falfe Phitofophy, before the departs, foretels her future 
triumphs in France, and the glorious refiftance of Britain 16 
corrupt principles, with an allution to the noble part taken by 
the late Minifter of this country in the conteft. It will pro- 
bably be thought, in general, that in the condué of all this 
machinery, Sir J. B. has exceeded the liberty Allowed to epic 
writers, in the indulgence given to his fancy. Nor fhall we 
deny that fuch is our opinion ; at the fame time, we can have 
no hefitation in giving praife without referve to the intention 
and tendency of the whole paffage, 

With the Thirteenth Book, a new aétion, or at leaft 4 new 
divifion of the action, commences, by a folemn vow of 
Richard, to relieve Normandy from the oppreflion of Philip 
of France. ‘This vow is made according to the ancient laws 
of chivalry, defcribed by M.de St. Palaye, At the fame time, 
#xcalibor, the famous {word of Arthur, fuppofed to be then 
difcovered at Glaftonbury, is prefented to him, and he imme- 
diately determines to employ it in this enterprife. Zt will be 
wbje&ed undoubtedly, that this new undertaking deftroys the 
unity of ation required in a Poem of this nature; but the 
Poet will reply, that the ation intended by him to be related, 
was the ftruggle of Richard againft the powers of darknefs, 
and his final triumph over them, On the allowablenefs of an 
action defined with fo much latitude, we fhall not wndertake to 
difpute, but content ourfelves with laying before our readers 
the plan of the author as it is atually executed ; leaving the 
public to decide, as in fo weighty a matter we ought, whether 
a legitimate Epic has been produced, or only an ingenious 
Poem of the Heroic kind. 

An Epifode, early prepared in the Poem, is the loves of 
Blondel and Berengaria, daughter to the King of Cyprus, 
This is gradually conduéted from the capture of that ifland by 
the arms of Richard, and now, in the Fourteenth Book, be- 
comes more confpicuous and important. The war being now 
transferred to Normandy, Berengaria is violently carried of 
by Prince John, who takes part with Philip of France againft 
his brother, and Blondel undertakes to achieve her refcue. In 
the Fifteenth Book a new firatagem is tried, by the demons, 
to overcome that virtue, by temptation, which had triumphed 
over adverfity in every form. Richard is therefore affailed, in 
the foreft of Roumare, by the moft powerful fedu€tions that 
cam be contrived. From a fatiguing and preternatural heat, 
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he falls afleep in the wood ; and, as the malignant demon ho. 
vers over him, hoping to overpower his refolution by art, the 
following appofite fimile is drawn, from a circumftance confi- 


dently related by fome naturalits, refpe&ting a kind of bat call- 
ed the Vampyre. 


“ XLIV. 

As when a Vampyre, hot for human blood, 

Pierces with fharpen’d tongue the turgid-vein 

Of fome deep-fleeping wretch, the vital flood 

With fuétion ftrong he perfeveres to draw, 

Aad o’er him to obtond the fenfe of pain 

Unceafingly his leathern pinions plies ; 

Doom’d ne’er to view the light of heav’n again 

His viGtim more and more exhaufted lies, 
Dreams out his ebbing life, and unrefifting dies. 


XLV. 

So his broad wings the Prince of Darknefs {pread 

O’er England’s King, but with intent more foul : 

He fought not only by enchantments dread 

And fpells accurs’d his body to controul, 

But to fubdue and brutalize his foul, 

And blaft his glories with eternal fhame, 

As wav'd his plumes, his potent influence ftole 

Like fire ele€iric, through the monarch’s frame, 
And to his heart propelled.a penetrating flame.” 


As the account of the Vampyre Bat, from which this fimile 
is drawn, will feem ftrangely incredible to thofe who have not 
feen it ailerted by refpe@table authors, we will fubjoin here a 
paffage from our lateft and beft Englith naturalift, Dr, Shaw. 


«* This is the Bat to which Linnzus applied the title of Vampyre, 
on the fuppofition of its being the {pecies of which fo many extraordi- 
nary accounts have been given, relative to its power of fucking the 
blood both of men and cattle. This it is fuppofed to perform by in- 
ferting its aculeated tongue into the vein of a fleeping perfon, in fo 
peculiar a manner as not to excite pain ; fanning, at the fame time, 
the air with its wings, by which means the fleep 1s rendered ftill more 
profound, This is what appears at firft fo extraordinary as to juftity 
a degret of fcepticifm as to the fact; it is, however, fo folemnly re- 
lated, and feemingly fo well authenticated, as almoft to enforce belief.” 


Condamine, Bontius, Nieuhoff, P. Martyrs and other natu- 
ralifts, are then mentioned as giving this fupport to the narra- 
tive. It may be added, that the term Vampyre is deduced trom 
a German fuper{t:tion, which attributes a fimnilar power to an 
imaginary affailant. The piety of Richard, the beft proteétion 
in all internal dangers, finally enables him to triumph over this 
moft infidious aflault ; and the prxternatural {cene, which had 
1 been 
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been called up by enchantment to delude his fenfes, vanifhes on — 
his fclemn invocation of the celeftial powers. 

The three concluding Books, for we mult no longer dwell 
on particulars, relate the refcue of Chariclza by Blondel, and 
Richard’s approbation of their intended union ; the overtures 
infidioufly made by Philip ; and the final battle, in which Ri- 
chard fubdues this very inveterate enemy, 

Thus have we prefented to our readers a flight outline of 
the Poem of Richard the Firft, enlivening it with a few paf- 
fages, which feemed more particularly to deferve attention. 
On this revifion of it, we cannot fcruple to pronounce the Poem, 
collectively confidered, a work of great and various merit. 
That they who take it up, with any of thofe unfavourable 
propenfities, which we defcribed in the beginning of our ace 
count, may not find fome paflages to cenfure, and many parti- 
cular lines to difapprove, we will by no means andere to 
fay. The ingenuity to imagine, the fertility to produce, and 
the perfeverance to finifh, with extraordinary tapidity, a Poem 
of this magnitude and variety, will enfure to the author, fooner 
or later, a fhare of praife by no means common. That he 
wanted alfo the refolution to keep it back till all flighter im- 
perfeétions fhould be polifhed away by cool and careful revi- 
fions, after all the ardour of invention had fubfided, is perhaps 
only to fay, that he did not poffefs oppofite qualities, very fel- 
dom reconcileable. The verfification in general is harmoni- 
ous, and the narrative lively ; yet there are many lines, un- 
doubtedly, which fuch a corre&tion would have removed ; and 
paffages, which a new effort of the imagination, frefhly ap- 
plied, would have raifed by further decorations. ‘The final 
judgment of the public, it would be rath to fuppofe we can 
anticipate ; but, to the genuine lovers of Poetry, we can fairl 
promife much and various entertainment in their progrefs 
through thefe volumes. That we do not promife rathly, even 
the fpecimens we have here produced will give fufficient pledge. 


_— 





Arr. VIII. Aifory of Ruffia, from the Foundation of the 
Monarchy by Runick to the Acceffion of Catharine the Second, 
By William Tooke, F R.S,. Member of the Imperial Academy 
of Sciences, and of the Free Economical School at St. Peter{- 

urg. In Two Volumese 8vo. 16s. Longman and Rees, 


1800. 


F Mr. Tooke’s abilities to produce judicious compilations 
and fele@ions, and of his facility in placing before the public 
books intended for amufement and information, we have had fre- 
quent 
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quent and fatisfa€tory experience. The Life of. Catharine, 
‘the View of the Ruffian Empire, and Sele&tions fronr Foreign 
Literary Journals, exhibit adequate portions of good fenfe, 
diligence, and tafte, and have accordingly been received with 
very extenfive circulation. -To write the Hiftory of a mighty 
empire, from its firft foundation to its final eftablifhment, em- 
bracing a circle fo ,valt and comprehenfive, requires fuch a 
combination of talents, judgment fo profoynd, fagacity fo 
acute, diligence fo unwearied, a mind fo free from partialities 
and prejudices, that the individual poffeffing all the neceffary 
accomplifhments cannot often be expected to appear on the 
theatre of the literary world. That Mr. Tooke poffeffes, if 
not all, a great many of the qualities eflential to this impor- 
tant purpofe, we fhould be the very laftto deny ; yet they who 
“may expect a regular, chronological, and fyftematic hiftory 
of the vaft empire of Ruflia, in two o€tavo volumes, muft be 
prepared for dilappointment. But foe this difappointment 
great compenfation will be made, in an ample variety of an- 
ecdote, which the author feems peculiarly qualified to detail ; 
in a great deal of local information, which his Jong refidence 
in Ruffia enabled him to acquire ; and in an eafy and agreeable 
narrative, the refult of much experience in writing. 

The Hiflory of Roffia is preceded by three Chapters, all of 
which may be perufed with much fatisfaction and amufement. 
The firft is a fort of Differtation, on the nations formerly in- 
habiting what is now the Ruffian empire. The fecond, which 
feems a faithful tranflation from M. Levafque, dif¢ufles the af- 
finity between the language of the Slavi and that of, the an- 
cient inhabitants of Latium. The third, which is rema:kably 
entertaining, treats on the religion of the Slaves. From this 
Jaft, we prefent the readers with the following extract ; 


«« The Slayes of Rugen, feparated from the seft by their theological 
Opinions, had divinities scan to themfelyves. 

‘¢ ‘The firft of all was Sviarorip or Syerovin, god of the fun 
and of war. His temple ttood in the ifle of Rogen, in the city of 
Acron. Hither came annually a great.concourfe of perfons of both 
fexes to make tkcir offerings to the god. The flarue, of an enormous 
fize, and made of hard wood, had four faces, apparently to denote the 
four feafons of the-year, fucceflively brought round by the courfe of 
the fun; or perhaps the four cardinal points over which he diffufes 
light. This idol had no beard ; his head was frizzed in the manner 
of the Slaves of Rugen, and his garment was fhort. In the left hand 
he held a bow, and inthe right a horn ef metal, To his fide hung a 
Jong {word ina filver fcabbard. Befide him lay a bridle and faddle 
of extraordinary magnitude. ‘This idol was in the middle of a fort 
of fanétuary, conftru¢ted in the centre of the temple, aad round the 
faniuary were curtains of rich fluff. On the feftival of the deity, 
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the prieft who delivered to the le the refponfes of the god, entered 
this tabefnacte alone, carefully holding his breath, and every time he 
was forced to refpire, running to the door of the holy place, and put- 
ting his head without to difburden his lungs of the air with which he 
was almoft fuffocated ; being afraid left the breath of a mortal fhould 
‘be derogatory to the refpect that was due to the deity. 

«* Once a year this prieft, with great ceremony, filled with wine the 
horn held by the idol. ‘The wine remained in the horn till the retorg 
of the anniverfary.. A white horfe was confecrated to the god, and 
jt was not permitted to any, except the prieft, to cut his mane or to 
mount him. The inhabitants of heron Valiaved that Svetovid occa- 
fionally rode him to fight againft their enemies. In proof of this they 

alleged, that, after having left this horfe in the evening well rubbed 
down, and tied to his rack, they often found him in.the morning coe 
vered with fweat and dirt. By this they were perfuaded that the god 
had rode him hard, and never fufpefted that the pric himfelf Fad 
‘been ‘galloping the facred animal during the night, 

~ ‘When the harveft was got in, the whole people affemhled about the 
temple to celebrate the folemn feaft. On the.eve of this folemaity, 
the prieft himfelf was obliged to fWweep and cleanfe the temple, 

«¢ The next day he to: k the horn out of the hand of the god; 
and confidering the wine he had poured into it the preceding year, he 
, predicted the fertility of the current year. When but little of the 
wine had evaporated, the ycar was to be bleffed with plenty ; but if 
the wafte had been confiderable, they were to expect a fcanty harvett. 

«« The prieft then fpilt a portion of the wine at the See of the 
idol, and filled the horn afrefh, This done, he drank to the health 
of the god, imploring his bleffing on the people for plenty, wealth, 
and vittory; and, having replenifhed the horn again, he replaced it in 
the hand of the deity, 

«« Thefe ceremonies being ended, Svetovid was confulted on the 
military fucceffes they might hope to obtain, and his horfe was the 
minifter by whom the refponfe was given. The prefages werg drawn 
in the eoaisy| manner : Jances were difpofd in a certain order, and 
to a particular height ; when by the manner in which the horfe leaped 
over thefe feveral rows of lances, the divination was made concerning 
the future events of the war, and it was undertaken or delayed, ac- 

cording as the prognoftications had been favourable or adverfe. 

ye Hitherto we have beheld in the worfhip of Svetovid only the ab- + 
furdity.of fuperftition ; we fhall now proceed to his cruel rites. When 
the prefages were determined, the facrifices commenced, Sometimes 
the immolation of animals fufficed. But when the prieft declared, 
that there were other vi¢tims more agreeable to the god, amore worthy 
offering to his power, human victims; they were chofen from amon 
the prifoners. Each of them that were to be facrificed was re havanrs. | 

with all his arms, and mounted on a horfe as in the day of battle. 
The -legs of the horfe on which the cider was bound, were then tied 
to four pofts ; and saifing a pile of dry wood on each fide, the fire 
was applied ro it, and thus thefe mifesable victims were flowly con- 
Sued by the fages gna 
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** At the clofe of this barbarous ceremony a round piege of patt 
was brought, made of flour and honey, the brims of which were fob. 
ficiently raifed for concealing a man in the midft. Into’'this the prieft 
entered ; and afking with a loud voice whether any one could fee him? 
on théir‘anfwering no, he turned towards the idol, and addreffed his 
fupplications to the deity to manifeit himfelf to his people the follow. 
ing year. ‘Then, giving his benedition to the fpectators, he admo. 
nithed them to refign themfelves to the pleafures of the table. On 
this, the repaft began, which of itfelf compofed an effential part of the 
feflival. ‘Ihe reft of the day was paffed in eating and drinking, and 
it would have been a difgrace, or even a fort of impiety, for any one 
not to be intoxicated. é | 

‘© A third of all the booty captured from the enemies was laid up 
in the temple of Svetovid, and every year three hundred horfemen 
taken in war were devoted to him;-:their fpoils were put into the 
hands of the prieft, by whom they weré depofited in the treafury, 
The contents of this treafury were carried off by the Danes when 
they facked the city of Acron; at which time the temple was de- 
ftroyed, and the idol caft into the fire. 

«* The Bohemians had an equal ‘veneration with the Rugians for 


Svetovid ; and therefore, at their conveifion to Chriftianity, Vytche- 


flaf, their prince, in amanner put a trick on their fuperftition, by giv. 
ing them the relics of St. Vitus, whom they adopted for their patron, 
It is to be remarked, that in the Slavonian language there is no dif- 
ference between the name of the ancient idol and that of the faint ; 
both being alike pronounced Sviatory Vit. 

_ “© After Svetovid, the deity moft revered by the fame people was 
Prono. He was placed on a lofty oak, furrounded by numbertefs 
idols, having two or three faces, and fometimes more. 

«© The altars of the goddefs Seva were flained with human gore, as 
well as thofe of Svetovid and Prono, She prefided over the produc- 
tions of the earth, anda deity fo beneficent was deferving of a milder 
worfhip. Her flatue reprefented the figure of anaked young woman ; 
het flowing hair reached below her knees; holding in the right hand 
an apple, and in the left a bunch of grapes. 

** Some of the Slavi alfo paid their adorations to the white god, 
Bery Bocvur. His ftatue, fmeared with blood, was covered with 
flies. His rites confifted in diverfions. games, and feafts, He was a 
beneficent deity ; anfwering to the good principle, the Oromazes of the 
Perfians. The black god, TcHerny Bocur, correfponded on 
the contrary to the evil principle, the maleficent being, to Arimanes, 
He was worfhipped by bloody facrifices, and the prayers of his vo- 
taries were addreffed to him‘ in a mournful and plaintive voice. 

«* Such was the fuperftition of the Slavonians; fuch it has been 
among all people ; every where abfurd and fanguinary, every where 
adding to the miferies of human nature, and infulting the deity, un- 
der pretence of revering him.” P. 114. 


Mr. Tooke commences his Hiftory by defcribing the fe- 
veral divifions of ancient Ruffia, which were five: Great rae 
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Little Ruffia, White Ruffia, Red Roflia, and Black Raffia. . 
The reader is next entertained with a brief account of Rurik, 
Oleg, Igor, Sviatoflaf, and the firft and ancient fovereigns 
of the country. A large and interefting portion of the firit 
volume is occupied by the narrative of the wars between the 
Ruffians and the Tartars ; the fubjugation of the firft to the 
Jatter ; and, finally, their recovery of liberty ; with the reign 
and charaéter of the victorious, but barbarous Ivan. The 
conclufion of this volume exhibits Obfervations on the State 
of Civilization in the Ruffian Nation, to the Time of Tzar * 
Mikhaila Federovitch Romanof. : 

In this part, the expofition of the Sudebnik, or ancient code 
of the Ruffian laws, merits confiderable attention. Atp. 389 is 
inferted an Hiftorical Enquiry into the Situation of the ancient 
Ruffian Principality of Tmutarakan. This merits what is 
faid of it. It affords a fpecimen of the matter and ftyle of 
the ancient Ruffian chronicles, and would make a curious Ap- 
pendix to the Hiftory ; but it feems mifplaced in the body-of the 
work. The remainder of the publication is chiefly confined 
to the reign of Peter the Great, an account of Peterfbur 
Narva, Dorpat, Riga, Archangel, Reval, &c. &c. As this lait 
place has excited, from circumftances, much of the public cu- 
riofity, we infert Mr. T.’s defcription of it. 


«© REvAL, 

‘s A very fine old maritime town. It has a-harbour and a fort; 
and is fituate on the gulf of Finland, in lat. 59° 26’ 22” and of Jongit. 
42° 27 30’ diftant from Riga 310, from Narva 196, from Dorpat 
186, from Pernau 138 verfts, 340 from St. Peterfburg, and 1070 from 
Mofco, By the Ruflians it is called Kolivan, apd. by the Efthoniane 
Tallin. To account for the origin of this Ruffian name is extremely 
difficult. I will juft mention a couple of conjectures on the — 
though neither of them may be very fatisfa¢tory: We learn from 
hiftory, that, previous to the building of the city, two monatfteries 
ftood in this olin They were, perhaps, employed as public fchools, 
and the boors might have only known them by that name. Kool, 
Koli, in the Efthonian, fignifies the fchool. Vanaa, old; vannem, 
an elder, or prefident; in the plural number vannemad, the elders, 
companies, &c. kolivannem, a fchool-elder, therefore too a prefident 
of the monaftery, may have given rife to the appellation. . Or it-may 
be derived from vang, a prifoner; kolivang, one fhut up in a convent ; 
or from vanne, an oath. If we were defirous of multiplying con- 
jeCtures, we might have recourfe to the Efthonian word kolima, to 
die, and to the war-cry, Koli vanna; efpecially as thefe people when 
they are enraged frequently ufe the word vanna as a term of abofe, 

‘* The country around it is a deep fand, in which fcarcely a blade of 
grafs is to be feen, efpecially to the weft, and only hereand there a 
tamifhed tree. Yet the inhabitants pretend that here formerly grew a 


large and beautiful foreft of pines, which was unhappily vor say 4 : 
‘ - 
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fire, and the fand has been continually increafing ever fince ; perhaps 
by forms of wind let in by the annihilation of the foreft. Ait leat 
this is affirmed by fome. A few places, however, hereabouts are of a 
foil, and produce rich crops of grafs. It is likewife pretended, 
at on the fpot where Reval ftands was anticntly a town called Lin. 
danifs: it is more certain that it includes.the {pace of two monafteries 
fill remaining, built in times very remote, concerning the building and 
endowment whereof, opinions are greatly divided. Some fyp fing 
them to be the wotk of the two kings Erich Il. and Erich V, of Den. 
mark. According to the charter of foundation, and other writi 
ftill preferved, the monaftery of St. Michael, in the city of Reval, was 
founded by king Erich I'V. in the year 1093. This ieftimony is cer. 
tainly decifive as to that point. All accounts agree that the city owes 
its origin to Valdemar the fecond, king of Denmark; but, in regard 
to the year in which it was built, there is a great diverfity. Some 
fiate it to have been in the year 1218*, while others affirm it to have 
been built in 1220, One author fays, that Valdemar built the city 
330 years after the foundation of the monaftery of St..Michael, con- 
‘ fequently about the year 1223. ‘The name Reval, written by fome 
Revel, is found tong before the building of the city; its origin is 
fought for in two {mall iflands lying near the harbour, which formerly. 
were reffet, and in feveral traditions equally uncertain. The Ruffian 
pellation Kolivan has been already mentioned; and the Efthonian 
allin is faid to be a contraction of Danilin, i. e. the Danith town, as 
the Efthonians have no word beginning with D, but always make ufe 
of T in its ftead ; and which is the more probable,.as the Lettonians 
call this city Dannupils. In regard to its fovercign, it has at all times 
followed the fortune of the dukedom. ‘The moft prominent particy- 
lars of its hiftory are, that it was enlarged in 1310, and the monaftery 
of St, Michael inclofed within its walls; that by a dreadful fire in 
2443, it was reduced to athes, together with its fuburbs ; that about 
the year 15624 the reformation was adopted with great approbation; 
that, by a contagious diftemper which broke out in 1532, a confidera- 
ble part of the inhabitants were carried off; and that by another fire 
which happened in 1553, much damage was done both to the cathe- 
dral and to the town. Among its privileges are to be reckoned its 
former extenfive ftaple, and the right of coinage granted in 1265. A 
nobleman had killed one of his boors, whofe relations traced him to 
the town, where they feized him, and kept him in confinement, and im 
£535 brought him out and beheaded him between the city gates. This, 
together with additional provocations on both fides, caufed fuch ani- 
mofity between the nobility and the peafantry, as brought on a train of 
ferious confequences, ‘The breach was however healed at length by a 
commiffion, who fettled their differences in a treaty compofed of eighteen 
articles. However, new troubles arifing, which threatened the country 
with rain, in 1651 thecity made a formal furrender of itfelf to the king 
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* ® In Dr. Bufching’s geopraphy, by a manifeft error of the prefs, 
it is placed in 1228. 7 
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of Sweden. The Ruffians laid to it in 1577, and were repuiled 
with great lofs; but the er eter the Great rook it by capitula- 
tion in 1710, who confirmed it in all its a ew and immunities ; whem 
the plague, which had committed dreadful havoc during the fiege, 
immediately abated: and ever fince that time the inhabitants have 
enjoyed: an uninterrupted fecurity and peace, 

« Reval is of| a moderate extent; and, though far inferior to Riga 
in point of trade, population, wealth, and confeapence, yet comes 
very near it in regard to circuit and ‘dimenfions. ithin its walls are 
663 brick edifices difpoted,of in regular ftreets; in the pretty. exten. 
five fuburbs are 1100, wooden hovfes, The city contains thirteen 
churches ;, namely, feven Lutheran and fix Ruffian; two refpeable 
{chools, the town-gymnafium, and the equeftrian fchool, with a few* 
of {maller note; fome patrimonial eftates amounting-to fixty, haaks;: 
but far around: them.a barren foil of deep fand or tocky bottom ;. bur 
a tolerably fafe and commodious harbour, vifited annually by: 100 fo- 
reign veflels, and fometimes.more.. They, however, frequently mifsog 
a.back-freight, therefore the yearly exportsof Livonian and Ruflian, 

oducts together, do. not.exceed in. value 100,000 rubles ; though. 

ometimes, but very ary they have been Known to double thatfum 5 

whereas the imports of foreign merchandize amounted formerly to 
400,00¢ rubles, but in the year 1787 to upwards of twice as much; 
and, in 1790, to about four millions; however, among them were 
many articles from Mofco and’ St. Peterfburg. What Mr, Bufhing. 
mentions of low duties at Reval is a miftake; formerly it might be 
fo, but in the year 1782 all.the Ruffian ports (fome few)in’ the Black, 
fea excepted) hadithe fame tarif, with only this one, difference, that in, 
Reval all manner of coin, and even bank-aflignations, are taken in. 
paying the daties ; ‘whereas.in Riga, nothing is received at, the cuftem- 
Poofe but Albert's dollars, , which are reckoned very low at 125 ko- 
peeks. Yet.in Reval, probably on account of the great number of 
merchants refident there, all foreign goods are much dearer thaw in 
Riga.—Before the death of the late Emprefs the harbour here was 
fhortly to be enlarged fo as to contain thips of war.” P. 474. 


The publication finifhes with a fketch of Mofco, whichis 
very entertaining. Subjoined-are the fources from which the 
Hiftory is. principally drawn. ‘Thefe are generally, the 
Chronicle.of Neftor, Niken, &c. &c. 

The. reader will, in a, moment perceive, that he will here 
meet with an agreeable and interefling milcellany ; and this is 
the moft we can fay.in the way of commendation, We think 
that Mr. Tooke might: have been. more, judicious in his felec- 
tions,, particularly si the French. ‘e alfo lament that,. 
probably from hafte or inadvertency, fome very exceptionable 
fentiments, and fome of the nonfenfe of the: modern French 
fchool, have found their way. into this otherwife refpeétable: 
publication, ; 
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Arr. 1X. The Elements vf Euclid® viz. the firft Six Books, 
with the Eleventh and Tweifth: in which the Corredtions of 
Dr. Simfon are generally adopted; but the Errors overlocked 
by him are correéted, and the Obfcurities of his and other 
Editions explained, 9c. By Alexander Ingram, Philemath, 
Svo. 5s. Scatcherd. 1800. 


"THE objets of Dr. Simfon, in publithing an edition of Eu- 
clid; were the removal of all blemifhes, interpolations, 
and falfe reafonings of the Greek editors ; alfo the reftoration 
of the principal Books of the Elements to their original accu- 
racy. But however laudable may have been the Doétor’s |a- 
bours, ‘* there are fome things,” fays Mr. Ingram, ‘of great 
importance, which need correction, overlouked by him ; and 
others, though corrected, are not reftored to their original ac- 
curacy, becaufe his corrections are lefs extenfive than: the ble- 
mifhes, or are not adopted to Euclid’s defign.” - After noticing 
the definitions and propolitions which neceffarily required 
fome corrections, this author obferves, that ‘* to attempt fuch 
alterations does not feem to need an, apology,, and that in 
making them:he walks ina beaten path. But there is another 
clafs of alverations introduced, that is, the explanation of. ob- 
fcurities, which, though not lefs ufeful, are not thought to be fo 
neceffary as the former.” f 

We cannot refufe our tribute of: praife to. Mr. Ingram for 
the many alterations, corrections, and improvements, he has 
made in this edition of Euclid, which we thal proceed to no- 
tice, as well as a few of the improvements and additions he 
might have made; for we conceive that more-yet remains to 
be dene. 

We difapprove of placing two or three diagrams under a 
fingle definition, in the Firft Book; as each diagram fhould 
have been placed either under, or oppofite, to its refpective defi- 
nition. As Euclid has not given amethod fordefcribing an equi- 
lateral triangle within a circle, thisauthor ought to have added 
a propofition to that effect, before the 16th of the Fourth Book ; 
for the 2nd of the Fourth, to which we are referred for doing 
it, {hows only to defcribe, in a given circle, a triangle equiangu- 
lar to a given triangle: fo that the conftru@ion of the 16th of 
the Fourth Book, as Dr. Simfon and his prefent improver have 
it, isnugatory. We approve of the author’s fubfidiary defini- 
tions in the Fifth Book, as well as of the axioms which have 
been altered ; except that we think the 5th definition not altered. 
for the better. We embrace this opportunity of recommend- 
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ing to Mr. Ingram’s notice a fmall pamphlet, entitled, a 
i¢ Demonftration of the Fifth Definition of the Fifth Book 
of Euclid,” by the prefent learned Profeffor of Geometry at 
Oxford, which may be of ufe to him in another edition. Ia 
this Fifth Book, as the author obferves,; the change of ex- 
preflion made in the definitions caufes a fimilar chicas in 
their application ; on which account, in the Demonttrations, 
there is fometimes a method neceflary for connecting them 
with the definitions, and fometimes a difference in the con- 
ftruction, but it is generally rendered more fimple. The form 
of the conftru@ion alfo is altered, the multiples being now. 
exhibited by increafing the magnitudes, inftead of being made 
different magnitudes, as they were before ; and thofe of them 
that are equimultiples are marked with the fame letters ; by 
which means their dependance upon their magnitudes will be 
more evident ; and the ftudent will find no difficulty either in 
difcovering the multiples of magnitudes, or in knowing which 
of them are equimultiples,; things which created contiderable 
trouble before. . 

On entering the Sixth Book, we perceive, in the firft place, 
that Mr. I. in his note on this Book, fays, * that the bond 
definition is made more general and accurate than in the former 
editions of Euclid ;” but he fhould have reprefented it as ¢hat 
given by Dr. Simfon, in his note on this definition. Mr. I. 
being fenfible that many complaints have been made of the 
27th, 28th, and 2gth propofitions of this Book, has therefore 
altered the enunciations of thofe propofitions, and the con- 
ftru&tions of the two latter, becaufe it was always taken for 
granted, that the reader could make a parallelogram fimilar to 
one given, and equal to the fum or difference of two. rectilinear 
figures, though the method of finding their fum or difference 
has not been particularly pointed out. Thefe defeéts are re- 
moved, whiift yet the fubftance of the propofitions remains, 
and having the demonftrations fomewhat fhortened. In this 
Book a new propofition, marked E, is added, nearly-alike to — 
the lemma, in p. 336, of Simpfon’s Algebra, which is of 
preat ufe in the conftru€tion of geometrical problems. 

In the Eleventh Book, Mr. f. has reftored the order of a 
few definitions, differing from Dr. Simfon, and for which he 
fatisfatorily afligns his reafons in the notes. The Doétor’s 
fubfidiary propolitions, B, C, and D, are alfo much improved 
by the alteration ; as are feveral other propofitions in this Book, 
by the abridgments of the enunciations and demonttrations. 
The Twelth Book is greatly contracted, by the omiffion of fe- 
veral propofitions. Fhofe for demonftrating the relations of 


the parallelopiped and prifm being referved for the folids, 
: whence 
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whence to deduce the principal propofitions flowing ftom them, 
and forming a plait and {hort abridgment of the whole Book. 

In the elements of plane and fpherical Tri nometry, 
which this volume contains, the lemmas ought té have been 
placed after the definitions. The feveral propofitions are de. 
mooftrated in a clear and neat manner; and we particularly 
notice the demonftration of the fourth propofition, as the clear- 
eft of any we have feen in a great number of treatifes on the 
fubject. We conceive that the notes on the feveral books 
of Euclid, which are placed at the end of the Trigonometry, 
would with more propriety have been placed at the end of thofe 
Books. * 

The little tra&t on the nature of Logarithms, does nota 
pear interelting, fince they are explained’ by other authors, who 
have written exprefsly on the fubje@. 

A fraall compilation, on Ptattical Geometry, concludes the 
work,,in which we meet with the ufual’ problems for the men- 
furation of fuperficies and folids, longimetry and’ altimetry, 
furveying.of Jand, gauging, and the ufe of the fliding rule. 
The common theorems for finding the areas and folidities, are 
demonttrated geometrically. That for finding the area of a 
triangle, from having the three fides given, is demonftrated in- 

enioufly enough, though rather pralixly : {6 arealfo thofe for 
nding the faperficies of a cone and’ {phere. We think the 
fubjeéts of land-furveying, gauging, and: of the fliding rule, 
would -have been better omitted, as we have already ample 
treatifes on thofe topics. This traé is elucidated with three 
copper plates, well executed,, oes 

Upon tle whole, we fcruplé not, to. recommend this work of 
Mr. Ingram to young ftudents,, for, whofe benefit it is chiefly 
defigned, 


-" 





Art. X. Principlesof Conveyancing: defigned for the Ufe of 
Students. With an-Introduction.on the. Study of that Branch 
of the Law. By Charles Watkins, Efy, of the Middle Tem- 
ple. A7u pp. 48. 6d.. Butterworth, 1800. 


"THE profeffion.and the public are indebted'to this author for 
feveral ufeful treatifes. The objeét of the prefent work 


is to give a fucciné& account of the principal heads of the law — 


more immediately connected with conveyancing. It was ori- 
ginally written for the ufe of a ftudent undér the author’s care, 
and.is now, as. he himfelf obférves, prefented to the.world, in 
hopes that it may be ferviceable to others, : The 
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The introduétion commences with fome fevere, but very juft 
retharks,"on the fyftem of education ufually adopted for young 
mpen intended for the bar. : 


«« Among the many difcouragements,”’ fays Mr, W. “ which ats 
tend the ft ly of the law, there is none more obvious, or more gene- 
rally complained of, than the want of method and direétion,’. Ta 
take a young perfon from an univerfity or a fchool, where his mind 
has been occupied with other purfuits, and to tofs him head-long in 
the prattice of the law, wholly unprepared, or with little preparation, 
for fo arduous a ftudy, is in itfelf fo abfurd, that we can only wonder 
at its occurrence.” Introd. p.1. | : 


The fact, we fear, is even worfe than Mr. W.has reprefent- 
edit: for, notwithftanding the energetic remonftrance of the 
Jearned commentator on the Jaws of England*, how common 
a practice is it, even at this day, to place a young (tudent at the 
defk in an attorney’s office, where, among the chaos of unin- 
telligible forms, and the rubbifh of dufty parchments, and 
without, any affiftance, or any, fyftematic plan, ‘he is expeéted 
to inftruct himfelf in a moft abftrufe and difficult knowledge— 
the theory and practice of the law! : v 

In {peaking of the reports of adjudged, cafes, Mr. W, takes 
occafion to reprobate the.too.,frequent cuftom of citing MS. 
cafes, and relying upon,them as evidence of the law. This 
is a fubje& interefting not to lawyers only, but to every indi- 
vidual; we fhall therefore extract the paragraph. . 


«© But fuppofing that a perfon fhould be fo fortunate as to be able 
to extract fomething comprehenfible out of printed contradiction, yee 
other contradictions may make their appearence in manufcript; and, 
overthrowing all his hard-earned knowledge, remind him once again 
of the glorious uncertainty of the law. Is the law of England to de- 

nd upon the privaie note of an individual, and to which only an 
individual. can have accefs ?. Isa Judge to fay—** Lo! I have the law 
of England.on this point in my pocket, Here is a note of the cale, 
which contains an exact ftatement of the whole facts, and the decifion 
of my Lord’A. or my Lord’B. upon them,. He was a great, a very 
great man, Iam bound by his decifion. All you have been reading 
was erroneous. The printed books are inaccurate. ‘1 cannot go into 
principle. ‘The point is fettled by this cafe!” Under fuch {sia 
ttances, who is to: know whem he 1s right, or when he is wrong? If 
conclufions from unqueftionable principles are to ‘be overthrown in the 
laft ftage of a fuit by private, memorande,|who can hope to be ac- 
quainted with the laws of Baglagd? And who, that retains any por- 
tion of rationality, would watte,his time and his talents in fo fruitlefg 


e: Blackft. Com. Yah i, Intro. § 1. pe 31, 32. 
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an attempt? Is a paper evidencing+the Jaw of England to be-buttoned 
up in the fide pocket of a judge, or to ferve for a moufe to fit upon in 
the dufty corner of a private library? If the Jaw of England is to 
be. deduced from. adjudged cafes, let the reports of thake adjudged 
cafes be certain, known, and authenticated. What an idea mutt a fo. 
reigner fotm of our laws when he conceives them either founded upon, 
or fubject to be contradi€ied by, nobody knows what 7”, Intro. p. xiii, 


The work itfelf is divided into. Three. Books. — In. the 
Firft Book the author treats “Of Eftates and Interefts as they 
relaie to Conveyances ;” in the Second, « Of Conveyances 
as they relate to Fflates ;” and, in the Third, «* OF Convey- 
ances with refpe& to Parties.”. Thefe Three Books are fub- 
divided into Chapters. ‘The author's view feems to have been 
to comprefs his information into as few words as poffible. In 
doing this, we think he has femetimes been more cencife, 
than is compatible with the defign of his publication.- The 
work, however, contains mahy*ufeful obfervations, and many 
ingenious practicat remarks ; and ‘will, we have no ‘doubt, 
prove very acceptable to both pra€titioners and ftudents. 

We are forry to be under the neceffity of remarking, that 
Mr. W.’s printer has been very prodigal of paper, anda pur- 
chafer has the mortification of finding, that he has almoft as 
many blank pes as printed ones for his money.’ We are 
furprifed that Mr. W. whom we undérftand to be a moft re- 
fpectable man, fhould have permitted this caufe of ‘cenfure ; 
but. we have no doubt that it. wall-be removed ia a, future 
edition. : 7 ! 
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Agr. XI. Obfervations on the Objections made to the Export 
of Wool from Great Gritain to Ireland.’ By Febn, Lor 
Sheffield. 8vo. 83pp.. 2s. Debrett. Boo. 


HE noble author of this tra& profefles to have confidered, 
at different periods, the ftate of the manufadures of 
Great Britain, with great attention; to have heen.a hearty well- 
wither to the woollen manufactures, efpecially thofe of. York- 
fhire ; to have obferved the growth and qualities of wool in 
different parts of the world; and'to"Wave vifited fome of the 
principal manufadtories abroad ; to have had more than thi 
ears’ experience in the growth of wool; and to have united, 
with a knowledge of Irifh manufactures and trade, an acquaint- 
ance with the relative and comparative fituation of that coun- 
try and Great Britain, p, 3. Thefe, undoubtedly, are valid 
5 preten- 

















retenfions for ‘ prefuming to offer an opinion on a very in- 
terclting fubjeé ariling out of the Union.” | 

The fabftance of thefe Obfervations would have been fub- 
mitted to Parliament, if fhe length ot fome fpeeches on this 
fubjeét, the impatience for the queftion, and the able and 
comprehenfive fpeech of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, in 
anfwer to Mr, Wilberforce, bad not-interpofed, p. 4, 

Having mentioned, in refpectful terms, the manufaGurerg, 
their patron Mr. Wilberforce, and their counfel, Lord &. ad- 
yerts to the petitions prefented to the Houfe of Commons, and 
to evidence given before the, Committee ; much of which ap- 
pears to him queftionable, both ia point of facts, and of rea- 
fonings upon them, p. 5. 


** The petisioners and thejr advocates affert, if the exportation of 
Britifh wool fhould be allowed, Ireland will gival England in theyma- 
nufaéture of heft own wool, whilft Ireland on her pars claims the con- 
tinnance of protetting duties for her own woollen mapufactures 
againft the Britifh. ‘They alfo affert, that the growth of wool ‘in 
Great Britain ts not fufficient to fupply the manufactures; and tliat, in 
cafe Britifh wool fhould be | petmitted to be exported, great quantities 
would be conveyed to foreign countries, under pretence of cartying 
it to Jreland.- Although the ableft of our writers have argued in fa- 
vour of a free trade in wool, I am glad that it is not neceflary to enter 
upon that delicate {ubject, relative to which we do not always allow 
ourfelves to reafon freely, To me, I confefs, the queftion feems ta 
amount to no more than thise—Whether or no, until a complete ar- 
rangement of Excife and Cuftoms can take place between Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, the: wool of this couatry fhail for a time be exporta- 
ble to Ireland, the uemoft poffible inconvenience of which would be 
to raife.a little during fuch limited time, the price of the coarfer 
wools’ But in truth, | conceive the matesial queftion is, whether wool 
fiall go: from England to ireland, when the two countries are incor- 
porated? Hor, I have heard oar liberal manufacturers acknowledge, 
that in cafe of an Union there ought to be a free intercourfe, but that 
there fhould be no proteéting duties ‘again{t the woollen manufacture of 
England, while the linen'manufatture of Ireland enters duty free. I 
fhall not attempt to defend shefe protecting duties; that. are two take 
place, until the arrangement can be completed ;—far'lefs thal} D at~ 
tempt to juftify the commercial policy of Ireland in requiring-them, 


In the firft place, they will a¢t as.a tax on the people of Ireland; and 


the experience of a century has proved, that, under the operation of 
fuch duties, rhe import of “Englith woollens into Ireland has nor been 
checked, the average of nine years, ending 1798 inclufive, being 
425,676]. in value: but, aboyeall, it appears to me, that the intro- 
duction of this fyftem, which eftablifhes the fame prateéting duties in 
woollens imported from Ireland, will counteract one of her main ob- 
jects, namely, the introduétion of Englith manufa¢turers and capitals s 
for, were ra manufacturer, I certainly fhould not fettle in Ireland 
during the exiftence of a fyftem that would exclude me from the 
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market of Great Britain, which, in every other inftance, Ireland has 
found the beft, and through which almoft the whole of her commerce 
is carried on. I fhould with, even if it were only for the fake of 
pearance, that there fhould not feem to be any want of reciprocity be- 
tween the two countries. Perhaps it was not worth while to furnith 
fuel that would inflame apprehenfions in Ireland ; but, if fairly con. 
fidered, it is only a temporary expedient, a temporary gratification to 
the Irith, which is to exift for a period much too fhort to produce any 
material difadvantage to the woollen manufafture of England, {fo 
firmly and fo well eftablifhed that all countries apprehend the ruin of 
their own manvfacture, if Enghfh woollens, charged as they are with 
duties, be admitted into them.” Pp. 6, &c. 


The author next examines, ‘* What are the expeétations of 
benefit entertained in Ireland, if wool fhould be exportable 
from hence to that country :” and he gives the evidence of 
Mr. Pim on this fubje&, printed by order of the Irith Houfe 
of Commons, ‘ with extraéts from two fpeeches of Mr. 


Fofter, Speaker of the Irifh Houfe of Commons, and of Mr. 
Beresford,” P. 10. 


‘© Mr, Fofter, and alfo Mr. Pim, appear to under-rate the advan. 
tage of importing wool from England, I agree with Mr. Beresford, 
that freland may derive confiderable advantage from the circumftance, 
and without prejudice to Great Britain, as fhe may extend thofe ma. 
nufaétures for which fhe has a demand, and in which fhe excels ; but 
it can only be when the price of wool is low in England: and I af 
fert, that whenever the demand fhall raife the price in this country to 
any thing like its true value, Ireland cannot afford to pay it; that rife 
would immediately check the demand from Ireland, and the will 
never be able to import Britifh wool at near fo low a price as the 
Britith manufaturer may always have that article. The permiffion to 
import wool from hence may prevent its becoming a drug-in this 
country, and may alfo prevent its deterioration, It tends to encourage 
a good quality of wool, becaufe-it will promote a fteady, reafonable 
price: but no more of it can go to Ireland than what our manufac- 
turers do not want. ‘The export will be lated by the price; and 
furely our manufacturers, protected by machinery, which goes far in 
equalizing the price of labour, and many other advantages, cannot 
dread a manufacture in Ireland, made of Britifh wool, charged with 
the expence of carriage, freight, infurance, commiffion, &c. Few 
countri:s become induftrious until the expence of living has rendered 
conftant labour neceflary. ‘The increafe of manufa€tures will increafe 
that expence and the price of labour in Ireland; where {kill is re- 
quired, wages are higher in Ireland than in England.” P, 17. 


Lord S. then makes a ftatement, taken from obfervations 
which he publifhed in 1785, fhowing, ‘* what the Infh wool- 
len manufa@ure has been and is likely to be.” P. 20. The 
refult is, that the Irifh manufa@ture very little interfered ee 
i the 
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the Britifh, ‘* even when it flourifhed moft, and occafioned 
alarm in this country.” P.'37. 


«« In fhort, it feems evidently the intereft of Ireland not to divert 
her attention from her ftaple manufa¢ture, by ruinous endeavours con- 
trary almoft to nature, and to imperious circumftances, to aim at raif- 
ing her woollen manufactures to a rivalry with thofe of England.” 


P. 40. 


Thefe are the leading topics of this judicious tra& ; which 
{peaks of the Union in difpaffionate terms. 


« The good fenfe of the country fees that the meafure of Union 
is neceflary, in which light I have always eonfidered it ; and I fhall be 
happy indeed when the arrangements fhall be completed, by removing 
all dittinftions between the two countries, and every idea of feparate: 
and jarring interefts, This will not be the cafe until all cuftoms, du- 
ties, drawbacks, and bounties fhall ceafe, and the two iflands fhall be 
on the fame footing as two counties in England. The great objeét to 
be obtained is a free intercourfe ; that liberal principle is the bafis of 
the Union between the two countries ; yet it requires time, though of 
no great length, for a meafure of fuch importance, and is imprattica- 
ble perhaps during a war.” \P. 64. | 


‘«* | have on a former occafion given my opinion on the principle 
and the neceflity of this great meafure of Union: the longer I reflect, 
the more I am convinced of the commercial and other advanta 
which will be derived from it. As an Irifhman, I am highly gracited 
by the liberality of giving the turn of the fcale, in almoft every in- 
ftance, to thé weaker country, which was more neceflary than perhaps 
appears to thofe who have not attentively confidered the flate of the 
manufaétures in that kingdom: as an Englifhman, I am fatisfied with 
that part of the arrangement relative to which I confefs I was molt 
anxious, and which appeared to me the moft difficult; namely, the 
mode of fettling the reprefentation in Ireland. My difficulties on 
that head are removed, by the ftrict attention that has been paid to 
every circumftance that could preferve the independence of Parlia- 
ment. Sixty-four of the hundred members are co be fent from coun- 
ties, and the remainder from the Univerfity, the cities, and principal 
towns; and the Peers are to be eletted for lite, 

«© Some clouds, which in the early flages of this meafure threatened 
its fuccefs, have difappeared. It now draws towards a conclufion 
with fo happy a profpect, that I feel relieved from great anxiety, When 
the arrangements fhall be completed, I fhall enjoy more fatisfaétion 
from it than I have ever done on any other public occafion; and while 
fome triumph in our fplendid victories, and in thofe of our allies, I 
fhall confider this great event with abundantly more fatisfaétion than I 
could any conqueft, howeves brilliant, achieved even againft our moft 
inveterate foe.” P, 69. 


We truft that both nations, now one kingdom, will have 
ample and lafling caufe for contemplating this event with the 
fame patriotic fatisfaction. ' 

AT, 
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506 ©=—©- Domefday, by Henfhall and Wilkinfon. Part I 


Arr. XII. Damefday ; or an adtual Survey of South- Brita} 
by the Commiffioners of Wiliam toe Conqueror, compl thes, 
Year 1086, on the Evidence of the Furors of pe: mm the 
tioned by the Authovity of the Count) Jursrss faithfully tran 
lated, with an Introdudtion, Notes, and Papeete 4 ee 
Samuel Henfball, Clerk, M.A. Fell.w of Braz Jee ae. 
Ox; rd, and ‘fobn Wiikinjon, M.D. E. Rs LNaje Callege, 
This Number comprebends the Counties J peony Sui S. 4, 
eerre, Number Que, and Ten finelar Nendows u pha: 
beth Voiumes of the Original. 410. 268 aus hug he 
Payne, &c. 1799- Y* e icol, 


"THOUGH we cannot entirely agree with the learned edi 

of this fpecimen in their eftimate of the neceflit . ke 
work, thinking the original much more intellizible F vi 
allow, with fuch aids as are aiready publithed* ad Sag they 
that it fhould {tand fill for want of adequate te haay nee 
In an Addrefs, fubjoined to the Introdudtion, it ei 
commended to the patronage of Pisitenens : but pepe nles 
known that nothing can be obtained from Sach a ‘ee us well 
out regular {ters of recommendation, and a plan pr ays. 
ae ee . oon and influence fufficient - a a 

‘tention of the Foute. A great {tep was gained 
Parliament ordered an exact copy of 7 ei gained when the 
which has now been for fome 4 heen, ore re 8 ee 
The further procefg of rendering it perfe€tly eaf is * re 
readers, isin fome refpects defirable, but by a «nh 7 ern 
importance. The Maps would form a very valu: a equal 
the publication propofed by thefe editors. y abic part of 
haw rl eencneng ftarement, in their [ntroduétion, is 

PWhat too Mrong. = *" jt is univerfally allowed, th ' 

nation in Europe poiletles documents *. ’ rapes no 
antiquity, and accuracy.”’ So much phan seainted. 
dition. 2 ny naples. gyn yp without fear of contra- 
that there never was ‘eee ‘ Record fe pa ak seh meet 
fyftem to regulate judicial decificas, on which the nh 4 of : 


great and polifhed kingd 
b Gomi acpencs iF , > . . 2% 
gated.” 8 pends, that has been fo lite invefti- 


_An affertion fo flrong demands fome particular confirma 
tion. Befides the general illuftration above-mentioned, by 
’ 





* Particularly Mr. Kell "es 66 , . 
188. articularly Mr. Kelbam’s ‘* Domefday Book illuftrated,” S19. 
Mr. 
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Domefday, by Henfhall and Wilkinfon. Part I. $07 


Mr. Kelham, a very competent and able examiner, almoft 
every compiler of a county hiftory, of late years, has inferted 
fo much of Domefday as related to his fubjet. We cannot 
readily believe, that all thefe attempts can be fo very futile as the 
fentence above-cited evidently mplics. To illu(trate the 
mode in which this colle&tive work is propofed to be pertorm- 
ed, we will infert a part of the beginning of Domelday, with 
the correfponding portion of this uanflation ; removing the 
contraQiions of the MS. 


* Dovere tempore regis Edwardi reddebat 18 libras, de quibus 
denaiiis habebat Rex Edwardus duas partes, et comes Godwinus ter. 
ciam. Contra hoc habebant Canonici de fan¢to Martino medietatem 
aliam. Burgenfes dederunt viginti naves regi una vice in anno ad xv 
dies, et in undquaque navi erant homines vigiati et unus, Hoc fa- 
ciebant pro eo quod eis perdonaverat faccain et focam. Quafdo 
mifatici regis veniebant ibi, dabant pro caballo tranfducendo tres de- 
natios in hieme et duos in eflate. | furgenaies verO mveniebant ftire- 
mannum, et wnam alium adjutoren, et fi plus opus effet, de pecunia 
ejus conducebant, A feflivitate Sancti Michaelis, ufque ad teituna 
Sancti Andrez, treuva regis erat in villa. Si quis eam infregiffet, 
inde propofitus regis accipic ‘bac communem emendationem. Qui- 
cungue manens in villa affiduus reddebat regi confueiudinem, qui- 
etus erat de theloneo per totam Angliam, Omnes he confuctucines 
erant ibi, quando Willielmus rex in Angliam venit. In ipfo primo 
Advenaru ejus in Anyliain fuit ipfa villa combutta, et idcirco pretium 
ejus non potuit computari, quantum valebat quando Epifcopus Baio- 
cenfis cam recepit. Modo appreciantur 40 libre et Lamen pr ipofitus 
inde reddit 54 libras. Regi quide m 24, libras de denariis qui funt 
viginti in ora, Cumiti uno 30 libras ad numerum,” 


‘¢ Dover, in the time of King Edward, rendered eighteen pounds, 
of which fum, Edward had two portions, and karl Godwin a third. 
Befides this, the Canons of St. Martin had another moiety. ‘The Bur- 
gefles provided twenty fhips for the Monarch once each year for fifteen 
days,and in each fhip were twenty-one men. They rendered this 
fervice becaufe the King had liberated them from Sac and Soc. When 
the Meffengers of the Monarch came to this port, they paid three- 

nce in winter, and two-pence in fummer, for the tranfportation of a 
tersg but the Burgeffes | ia pilot, and another affiftant; and if 
more were required, were furnifhed at the Royal expence. 

«© From the Feflival of St. Michael to St. Andrew, the Royal Peace 
was eftablifhed in the village. Whoever violated this, the Superin- 
tendant of the Monarch received the common forfeiture. 

#© Every refident inhabitant, that rendered the Royal Cuftoms, was 
quit of Toll throughont the Kealm of Englend, All thefe cuftoms 
exifted, when King William came to this country. At his firft arrival 
this village was deftroyed by fire ; and therefore its value could not be 
eftimated, or its worth afcertained, when the Bifhop of Baicux re- 
ceived it. At the prefent — it is valued at forty pounds, yet the 
Mayor pays fifty-four pounds, ‘To the monarch twenty-four pounds, 
of twentypence, in the Ons to the Earl thirty pounds in at . 
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From this fpecimen fome idea may be formed of the man. 
ner of tranflation*. 


ss et oe: a literal, verbatim rendering,” fay the tranflators, ** was 
never defigned (for then no one would have read it) but to give a 
faithful, accurate, though occafionally literal tranflation, where cuf- 
toms and manners are delincated.”’ 


We are among thofe who would be glad to fee this plan 
completed ; and give it our recommendation, in the hope of 
contributing fomething at leaft to its fuccefs. 





—e 


Art. XIII. A Report of the Cafe of Horner againft Liddiard, 
upon the Queftion of what Canfent is neceffury ta the Mar- 
riage of Illegitimate Minors, determined on the 24th of May, 

799, 1m the Confiftortal Court of London, by the Right Ho- 
nourable Sir William Scott, Chancellor of the Diocefe. With 
an Introdudtory Effay upon the Theary and the Hifery of Laws 
relating to Illegitimate Children, and to the Encouragement of 
Marriage in General. By Alexander Croke, Efg. LL. D. 
Advocate in Dofiar’s Commons. 8vo. 1ggpp. 5s- But- 
terworth, 1800, 


HE Introdu@ory Effay occupics much the Jargeft portion 

of this work. Dr. Croke enters upon his fubje& with a 
theoretical account of the origin and utility of the marriage 
ftaie. It was not eafy to add any thing to the common {tock 
of knowiecve upon this head; and where nothing important 
is to be obicrved, it feems moft prudent to forbear difcuflion. 
We {hall extract from this part of the Eflay a pailage, in 
which the author fpcaks of the means of promoting marriage 
by the civil inftitutions of government. 


«© The rewards of marnage may be either pofitive or negative. 
AGual bounties may be gfven to chofe who are in that flate, or exemp- 
tions trom the general burdens of the communny. ‘That married men 
fhould be tavoured in the impoutton of taxes, there is an additional 
reafon, becaufe the expences of a family render them lef capable ot 
paying them. ‘The great value of their lives to that family, makes 
it more expedient that they fhould not be expofed to fervices of dan- 
utr. 

«© Some other confifieg principles interfere to reftrain the feverity 
of laws againit celibacy. Since not only the chore of the objec?, but 
the queftion whether a man fhould marry or not, ts fo much a matter 
of private aconomy, and involves in it fo deeply the happinefs of the 

® The notes, however, which at firft are rather numerous, fhrink 
almoft to nothing aiter a {mall progreds in the work. 
individual, 
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individual, any thing like compuliion feems ¢o interfere too much with 
the freedom of acting according to the fuggettions of prudence, which 
is fo dear to every man in his domeitic concerns, 

Thoug! b Hi be generally a duty, the meafure of obligation 
upon e2ch Ci dividus mult depend upon his peculiar ciréudiliahoes 
and fituation ; upon his wealth or poverty ; upon the health and vigour 
of his conftitution ; and, after all, upon the opportunity of meeting with 
a fuitable obje. ‘To entorce therefore by very harfi penalues, an 
obligation imperfect at beit, fo various in its ftrength, and of which 
the degrees are not to be determined, fo as to {uit every cafe, feems to 
be an unwarrantable extenfion of penal legiflation, The punifoment 
therefore fhould be almott wholly aegative. They might be excluded 
from fome of the privileges of married men, or, at mott, the weight of 
public duties might fall fomething heavier upon their fhoulder: ; ; bat 
to render them abfolutely incapable of ferving their country, or ho- 
nourable offices, or of enjoying property, which the indattry of their 
anceftors has acquired, or the benevolence of their friends is defirous 
of beftowing upon them, is certainly going a great deal too far. 

‘* If men can gratily their paflions without inconvenience, by ir- 
regular connexions, they will be the lefs difpofed to incur the troubles 
of matrimonial life; and, on the other hand, if they are prohibited 
from anlawful amours, impericus love will neceflarily impel them to 
the marriage bed.” P. 12. 


From this fpecimen of Dr. C.’s manner of writing, the 
reader will perceive that his ityle is flowing and {pirited , but 
by no means accurate. A ‘* megative reward” is little thort 
of a folecifm. The phrafe of ** giving an exemption,” is harth, 
if not abfoiutely incorreét. The appiication of the term ‘* con- 
eect to * principles,” which are there brought forward as 

iting at leaft to effeét one common purpofe in legiflation, 
paris 3 ‘* to reftrain the feverity of laws againit celibacy,” is 
inelegant. ‘The laft of thefe ** principles,” if they can be 
fo cailed, as enumerated by Dr. C. upon which marriage is 
made to depend, is, ‘* afier all, upon the opportunity of meet- 
ing with a fuitable obje@,” a circumftance litle, if at all, 
diltin€. thom that which 1s put in the front of the battle, namely, 
eethe choice of the objec?” herfelf. ‘The rewards for marriage, 
and the punilments for celibacy, feem unneceflarily di- 
vided, in an ofientatious parade of dittina enumeration. ‘The 
one mult always follow, as a direct and neceilary confequence, 
when the other is ena&ted. If married men are exempted 
trom the payment of certain taxes, or the performance of par- 
ticular duties, thefe burdens, if impofed at all, mutt be paid or 
pertormed by thofe who are fingle. Neither is the A rang: of 
** a negative punifhment,” properly applied by Dr. C. to that 
fanétion of law which enacts, fhat the weight of public du- 


ties {hall fall heavier upon the fhoulders of one clafs of indi- 
viduals 
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viduals than upon the reft of the community. When a man 
is dire€ied tu pay, or do any thing more than is prefcribed to 
his equals in fociety, if it be a punifhment at all, it is as much 
one of a pofitive nature, as if he is enjoined the payment of a 
fine, or is condemned to perpetual imprifonment. 

Dr. C, next purfues the hiftory of thofe laws, which affe& 
marriage, concubinage, and the rights of illegitimate children ; 
x. In the earlielt ages of which any accounts have been 
handed down to us, 2. In the fewith inftiutions. 3. In 
the Grecian inftitutions. 4. In the Roman code. 5. In the 
Jaws of the middle ages and the canon law. . The laws affeét- 
ing illegitimate children, though leaft conne&ted with the fub- 
jek matter of the cafe that he reports, occupy the more confi- 
derable portion of his work, In fuch a rudimental Effay, 
it was not to be expected that much time would be confumed 
upon the hiftory of thefe fubjeAs during the firlt ages of the 
world. The difcuffion is therefore not improperly confined 
by Dr. C. toa fmall compafs. Bur we are compelled to re- 
snark, that the information contained in this petty fpece, of 
little more than a fingle page, is extremely inaccurate. Dr. C, 
obferves, that 


** in the fmplicity” not the beft felected term when fpeaking of 
their vices, ** of the early ages of the world, not only concubinage, 
bat the moft cafual and temporary connexions were openly permitted 
without cenfure, as appears by the curious picture of primitive life, 
which is difplayed in the Book of Genetis, and particularly by the 
flories of Tamar, and the daughters of Lot, and it feems that little or 
po diftinction was made between baftards and legitimate children.” 


Never were inftances chofen more unfortunately than thofe 
cited by Dr. C. to prove his pofition. The ftory of Tamar, 
inftead of fhowing that the moft cafual and temporary con- 
ne@tions were openly perihitted without cenfure, eftablifhes, to 
demonftration, that they were elteemed at that period to be 
highly difgraceful to the man, and criminal in the woman. 
While Judah fuppofes that Tamar is an harlot, he neither 
yentures to herhimfelf with the promifed prefent of a kid, nor 
entrufts it to the diligence of a fervant. The fecret commiffion 
is confided to his intimate friend. So much does he fear the 
difgrace jpcident to the difcoyery of his licentious intercoufe, 
that when he hears that fhe has departed with his Ggtiet, his 
bracelets, and his ftaff, he afligns this as the reafon why the 
fhall be permitted to return them, and that no further fearch 
be made for her. ‘ Let her take it, left we be afhamed,” or, 
as it is literally interpreted in the marginal note, ‘ become a 
contempt.” | > 
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As to Tamar, fo fat was her condu& from being confidered 
sa flight irregularity, {carcély requiring reprehetfion, that it is 
prise rey acre be punif able with death. When Judah 
is told that his daughtef-in-law “* hath played the harlot, and 
aifo chat the is with child by whoredom,” he fays, “ bring 
her forth and let her be burnt 3” and it is not ‘until the is ace 
tually brought forth to have the fentence put in execution, that 
the difcovery is made. Her fubfequent exemption from punith- 
ment depended upon the particular fituation of the family, and 
the obligation of the father ¥o provide an hufband for ‘her ig 
his family, his eldeft fon, who had wedded her, having died with- 
out iffue. It appears further, that the children born of that 
intercourfe were confidered as legitimate, and one of them is 
enumerated among the progenitors of David, and in the pedi- 
gree of our bdleffed Saviour himfelf, St. Matthew, c, i, v. 3, 
St. Luke, c. ti, v. 33. 

The daughters ot Lot neither thought nor aGed as if their 
project was innocent and void of reproach. They do not 
jultify it as a cuftomary practice of the time in which they lived, 
although they had recently inhabited a moft wicked and de- 
praved city. They excufe it upon the plea of neceffity, as living 
fecluded from the reft of mankind. So far are they from con- 
ceiving that their father would accede to their inceftuous wihhes, 
that they refolve to intoxicate him, in order to accomplifh 
their purpofe ; and it is exprefsly flated, in the old man's excul- 
pation, ‘hat he neither perceived ‘* when they lay down, nor 
when they arofe.” 

Not lefs unhappy is the example which is cited to prove, 
that there was then little or no-diftin€tien made between baf- 
terds and legitimate children. 


‘* Ina more illyfrious inftance,” fays Dr, Croke, ‘* the pofterity. 
of Jacob’s concubines partook of the patriarch’s blefling, and were 


admitted equally with the defcendants of his wives to thare in the di. 
yifion of the promifed land,” 


If Dr. C. had confulted the 3oth chap. of Genefis, he muft 
have feen, that the offspring of Bilhah and Zilpah, whom he 
calls concubines, were legitimate children. The very cere- 
mony of adoption is defcribed, by which their offspring were 
to be deemed, not the children of the a€tual mother, but of 
the barren wife ; by whofe defire and advice the intercourfe 
was brought about. Thus Rachel obferves to Jacob,.v. 3, 
«* Behold my maid Bilhah, go in unto her, and fhe thall bear 
upon my Knees, that I may alfo have children by her.” And 
fo far is Bilhah trom deferving the appellation of concubine, 
with which Dr. C. difhonours her, that it ig exprefsly faid, in 
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the enfuing verfe, ‘« chat fhe,” i.e. Rachel, ‘* gave him Bil- 
hah her handmaid to wife.” Neither is the author more fuc- 
cefsful in fome of the inftances which he takes from the he- 
roic times of ancient Greece. ‘That of Hercules does not 
much affift him. It is not a jult inference, that illegitimate 
children were held in equal refpe& with thofe born in wedlock, 
becaufe the birth of an hero is referred to the licentious inter- 
ference of a deity. The artificial luftre of a divine genealogy 
conferred upon thofe who have achieved mighty a@tions, is in 
eneral to be afcribed to man’s astachment to the wonderful, 
and his inclination to atiribute uncommon excellence to an ex- 
traordinary caufe. The molt that could be inferred from the 
fa& is, that the people of thofe dark and fuperftitious ages 
confidered it as more honourable to be the illegitimate offsprin 
of a god, than the lawful progeny of a mortal. When the 
fiction did not then originate in the gratitude and admiration 
of mankind, but from an actual with to conceal illegitimacy, 
the couclulion is {trong, that a diftin&tion was ufually made in 
favour of legitimate birth. A tale was neceflary to purify 
the kero’s Jineage from imputed difgrace, and to refcue his 
mother from the reproach of inconjinence, But, independent 
of thefe general objections, the example of Hercules is pecu- 
liarly unfavourable. Upon the death of his putative father, 
Euryftheus proceeded to the throne of Argos, and the expul- 
fion of his defcendants, the Heraclidz, from the Peloponefus, 
conftitutes one of the moft memorable epochs in the hiftory 
and chronology of Greece. Dr, C. might have found a more 
appropriate inftance in Homer, which mult have awakened 
him. to a belief, that great preference was given to legitimate 
children, at lea/t in the time of the poet, and, according to his 
opinion, in that of the Trojan war, In the 8th Book of the 
Iliad, v. 281, Agamemnon, when he isinciting Teucer to diftin- 
guith himfelf in the battle, efteems it as a peculiar favour fhown 
to the fkilful archer, by his father Telamon, thathe brought him 
up in his houfe, vo3ov mp tovia ; notwithfanding his being a baftard. 
The manners attributed by Dr. C, to the heroic times of 
Greece, muft, if this war did exift, have belonged to a period 
much more remote; to ages, of whofe habits tradition has 
preferved no traces, and in defcribing which conjecture may 
riot to extravagance, without fear of refutation; to the pe- 
riod exilting only in the imagination of poets, when men were 
deftitute of laws and language, or a fenfe of the advantages of 
focial life. The very inftitution of wedlock feems to infer a pre- 
ference to be given to the iflue born under it. It is not pro- 
bable, that where priority is fecured to the wife, it fhould not 
be 
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be equally extended to her children. But there lurks even yet 
behind a more extraordinary miftake, 

Where, in the name of .every claffical rudiment, did Mr. C. 
Jearn, that Achilles was reputed a baftard by his countrymen ? 
There is no marriage more famous, in the legends of antiquity, 
than tat of Peleus and Thetis. Homer rmtroduces the mo- 
ther of the hero, making it the fubje& of molt bitter com- 
plaint againft Jupiter, that ke gave her in marriage to a mortal 
hufband, much againft her inclination. 


Tov SV iutiGer’ tmsira Ottis xatadaxpuyteoa® 
“Hoais’, n aga Od Tis, Goat Seal lo’ ty 'Ordptrns 
Tocoad’ ivi Deroy now avis xndsa Avyes 
“Oge’ tuoi ix waciwy Kpowdns Zeus als” tlwxey 5 
"Ex wiv pp’ @AAdov aAiawy avopt Oauaccey, 
Aiaxidn Mndii, x trAny avteG. eivay, 
TloAAad war ex ivwon" © pty On yneas Avyeo 
Kallas vi APACS EN[Atvos. liad, lib, =, 428. 
Achilles himfelf is further reprefented by the poet, relating 
that the arms, which Heétor had taken from the body of Pa-’ 
troclus, were the gift of the gods to his father on his wedding 
day. 
revyre 0’ “Exlwe 
Anwcas amiduoe weds) a eee idicbas, 
Kara, ra wiv Mndni Seo: Sicav, ayraa Iaea, 
"Hual ri, ore Ce Bport avtg@- t.Garov ivvi. 
"Os operes Coady aiOs wer” abavarns adinos 
Naisy, Meats 08 Sunray ayatyicbas axoiriv. 


Iliad =, $2. 


One of the moft familiar anecdotes in the Heathen mytho- 
logy is reprefented as having happened at the celebration of 
thefe nuptials. The marriage which gave birth to the hero, oc- 
cafioned alfo a quarrel that covered him with glory, and proved 
the caufe of his immature death. The celebrated conteft, 
between the rival goddeffes, for pre-eminence in beauty, origi- 
nated from the golden apple flung among the deities alfembied 
at this feftival, with an infcription, that it fhould be given to 
the faireft. This, as every fchool-boy knows, produced. the 
fatal judgment of Paris at Mount Ida, which was revenged by 
the utter deftruction of his country. 


llion, Ilion 
Fatalis inceftufque judex 
Et mulier peregrina vertit 
In pulverem. 


In confidering his fubje&; fo far as it comprehends the laws 
of Greece, Dr. C. is by no means fatisfaétory.. He has no 
reference to that very ufeful work, the Archzologia Graca di 
Arch- 
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Archbifhop Potter, Upon a comparifon between the informa. 
tion contained in the two Books on this fubjeét, there feems a 
fimilarity, not only of ideas, but alfo in the manner of con- 
necting them together, which might juftify a fufpicion, that 
Dr. C. owes greater obligations to that work than he has chofen 
to acknowledge. What may chiefly fervé to refcue him from 
the imputation is, that fome of its moft valuable materials are 
omitted in the’ Effay. There is an opinion ftated in the Ar- 
chaologia, lib. 4. chap. it. to which he ought to have attend. 


ed: the Bifhop ftates, that the mother’s confent, as well as the 


father’s, was neceflary to amarriage. The notion feems by 
no means correct ; and we wonder that Dr. C. fhould pafs it 
by unnoticed, when he has remarked upon the rule of the civil 
Jaw in this particular, p. 89 of his Effay. But. he has neither 
informed us whether a marriage was valid by the Athenian 
Jaw, though the canfent of the parent was withheld, or, if con- 
fent was neceffary during a certain age, at what period it ufed 
to be fo. Yet thefe pointsiwere more immediately conne&ed 
with the fubjeét-matter of the-cafe’which he profeifes to have 
given rile to his Effay, than many which he has difcuffed more 
at large. If any one feels inclined to commend fuch dili- 
gence, it mult be in the fpirit of Demipho in the play, who, afs 
ter a grave confultation with his three lawyers, on a fimilar 
queftion, exclaims, 
Fecittis probe : 
Incertior fum mulid quam dudum. 


The limits to which we muft of neceffity reftri&t our ac- 
count of all works of this fize and importance, muft prevent 
us from examining the obfervations of -Dr.C. and tracing 
him to his authorities with equal minutenefs through the re- 
mainder of his Effay. His outline of the Roman law feems 
executed with fufficient accuracy, and is calculated to give the 
general reader all that knowledge which he ufually covets to 
acquire. It is indeed to be withed,, that he had treated in a 
more particular manner of the laws of England, which regu- 
late the inftitution of marriage, aad the rights of children. 
The reader will naturally aa reafonably expe€t more upon 
that head than a dry communication: ‘ that the comparifon 
(i. e. of England) with other laws will be beft made by con- 
fulting the correfponding heads in the abridgments and di- 
ge(ts,”” accompanied with a partial enumeration of a few dif- 
tinGtions. This would have enabled Dr. C. to juftify the 
preference which he has properly given to the conftitutions of 
our own law, above thofe with which he has compared them, 
upon grounds more fatisfa€tory than he has now taken. 

(To be concluded in our next.) p 
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Art. XIV. Pems by William Bafcawery, Efq-, Author Se 
Tranflation of the W arks of Khorace|inite Eng dsfh Verfe. Ve 
147 Pp- Stockdale. 1804, . 


HOEVER has examined. the Tranflation, of Horace pub- 
lithed by Mr. Bafgawen*, will expe& from him, as an 
original writer, claili¢al elegance of tafte, anda maiterly know- 
ledge of verlification, If. to. thefe requifires he fhall be found 
to add a mind alive 40,the bet .feeliogs of man, and an under- 
ftanding weil- matured, ne.doult can be entertained of his pro- 
ducing fuch a volume as, will, delerve. the..publie, patronage. 
Such appears to be the general charaGler of the prefent publi- 
cation ; in which the pleafing exeurfions, rather than the bold 
flights of a mind attached to poetry, will, in general, be found 
to claim attention, 

Among the Poems here colleded, feveral were produced 
for a purpofe truly benevolent. They were defigned to give 
celebrity and popularity to an inftitution-for the relief of lite. 
rary perfons involved in decay or. diftrefs. oT his intention, 
aided by the very laudable perfonal exertions of the author and 
his friends, they have fully anfwered; and che Lirerarr 
Funp, the ‘inftitution for which: they were: Written, recited, 
and in the firft inftance publifhed, is now a flourithing fociety, 
with a nobleman for its Prefidemtt, whofe attachment to lite- 
rature is at leaft as honourable to himfelf, as his name.to the 
body which he has rhus adopted... Thus raifed, and thus fup. 
ported, the Literary Fund gives a fufficient pledge to the public, 
that its charities will ‘not ‘bé mifapplied, to the encourage. 
ment of pernicious {cribblers, the peft of letters, but confined 
to the relief of real merit in diftrefs. The Poems produced 
for this fociety, being already known to the public, will not be 
the fubje& of our prefent remarks. We fhall, content our- 
felves with producing one or two f{pecimens from thofe parts 
which are now firft publithed, and leave the reader to eftimate 
from them the entertainment he has to expect from the col- 
letion. 3 7 

** TO CONTENTMENT. WRITTEN SEPT. I7QIe 


O’er the'wild heath, at early dawn, 
I trace thy foorfteps, gentle pow’r ! 
At noon, retiring from the lawn, 
I feck thee in the fhadowy bower. 





* Brit. Crit.‘ vol. i, Pp asc 33 Xi, 404. 
+ The Duke of Somerfet. This arrangement wag on the point of 
being completed, when the prefent article was written, 
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Bi fcawen’s Poéms. 


When chilling blafts and nightly dews 
Warn me to guit the drooping grove, 
I woo thee to infpire my Mufe, 
Or blefs the hours of focial ‘love. 


And, while our offspring, void of guile, 
Around in fportive frolics join, 

I watch the fond matersial fmile 
Of Ser whofe every joy is mine. 


Ab! fweet Contentment! heavenly maid, 
Wilt thou not hear thy vor’ry’s prayer ? 
Nor the gay {ports, nor filent fhade, 
Nor foft domeftic pleafures fhare ? 


Vain were the hope: true Love difdains 
The joys that reach irfelf alone : 

Tt faddens at another’s pains, 
It glows with rapture not it’s own. 


As the pale orb of Cynthia throws 
It’s borrow’d luftre o’er the night, 

My foul no native tranfport knows, 
It fhines but with reflected light. 


Come, then, dear Goddefs! fix thy reign 
In my lov’d Celia’s gentle breatt ; 

Chafe anxious care, quell murmuring pain, 
And, blefling her, preferve me bleit.” P.27. 


There is a fimplicity in the defign of this Ode, which fhows 
evidently that the writer has more tafte than ambition; a very 
uncummen cafe with authors of the prefent day. A merit of 
the fame kind is very confpicuous alfo in the following Song. 


** THE PROGRESS OF AFFECTION. A SONGe 


I, 
When the firft dawn of Celia’s charms 
Roie to my unexpetting fight, 
Enraptur’d ering iy 
Fill'd every fenfe with new delight. 
Yet, by the world’s examples taught, 
Which feorns the gen’rous flame to own, 
1 little heeded, little thought, 
That ‘* Love is Virtue’s gift alone!” 
Il. 
When native fenfe and modeft grace, 
With manners artlefs, tho’ refin’d, 
Enfur’d the triumph of Ra ib ' 
And gently chain’d the willing mind, 
By juft seedtion undeceiv’d, PS 
Stern Reafon bow’d at Beauty’s throne ; 
Then firlt F chougbs, then firlt beliew’d, 
That ** Love is Virtue’s gift alone.” 
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Ill, 
But when Affeétion’s foft controul, 
Beyond or fenfe or beauty’s power, 
Had purified, had fix'd the foul, 
Once varying with the changeful hour: 
By truth and tendernefs I ftrove 
To merit blifs till then unknown : 
Ah! then fe/t the power of Love! 
. For « Love is Virtue’s gift alone.” P. 94. 


We fhould add, that though we have felected only one {pe 
cies of compofition, the book offers various kinds. The 
Elegy with which it opens is written with a moft laudable in- 
tention, to corre the general want of religious application 
inthe famous Elegy of Gray. The final reference to the divine 
judgment, refpe€ting the merits and frailties of the author, 
with which that Elegy concludes, fhould, we think, a little 
have foftened the cenfure here implied. The love of Horace 
appears in this volume, in a few playful imitations addrefled to 
various friends ; and it is clofed by a Poem of the controverfial 
kind, now firft avowed, called the Progrefs of Satire, in which 
the author contends with courage, and not without fkill, againit 
a very able antagonift. 


_— —— ae anak Z £ ~~ 
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Art. XV. A General Treatife on Mufic, particularly on 
Harmony or Thorough Bafs, and its Application in Compofition ; 
containing alfo many efJential and original Subjeé?s, tending ta 
explain and tlluftrate the Whole. By M. P. King. Dedicated 
to Lord Vifcount Dudley and Ward. ‘Fan. 1, 1800. Large 
Folio. Engraved Plates. xxii pp. Introduétion, &c. 81 pp. 
Work. tl. 1s. Printed for the Author, No, 123, Great 
Portland-Street, by Goulding and Co. No. 45, Pall-Mall. 
Second Edition, April 17, Y8ot. 


T° underftand the fcience of Mufic has ever been confidered 

as amatter of fome difficulty. Many authors, in thisand 
other countries, have attempted to fmooth the path to its at- 
tainment ; and if a// have not fucceeded, yet mo/? have left 
fome ufeful remarks for the advantage of their fucceflors. 
Mr. King now adds another Treatife to the former ftock ; and 
although he is frequently erroneous, yet, in the general execu- 
tion of a well-arranged plan, he has left far behind him all 
former writers‘on the fubjeét. 


Oo ‘In 


BRIT. CRIT. VOL. XVII. MAY, 1802, 
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In the Preface is given a fketch of the work. This is fol- 
lowed by the Introduétion ; and we have feldom feen fo much 
ufeful knowledge comprefled into ten pages. 


Part I. Chap. 1. Nature and Origin of the Scale. 


“© (.4.) The science of music is eftablifhed on a gradual fuc- 
ceflion of founds, called the {cale. 

“* (§. 2.) OF this fcale the moficians of antiquity are faid to be the 
inventors ; but they fhould rather be looked up to as its di/coverers, for 
fince the properties ot found have been phyfically confidered and in- 
veltigated, the fcale has been found to exift in nature.” 


Who are meant by the muficians of antiquity, we are ata 
lofs to imagine, Neither Pythagoras nor Ariftoxenus invetti- 
yated the properties of found phy/ically, for the purpofe of 
forming a fcale. “The Hypodorian mode of Euclid (given by 
Dr. Burney, vol. i, p. 24) in A minor, bears no trace of what 
is known by the appellation of the Scale of Nature. Mer- 
fennus im 1636, and Dr. Wallis in. 1677, were the firft who 
analyzed the acute harmonics of fonorous bodies. 

Mr. King then gives the arithmetical feries of vibrations 
from a fingle ftring, 1, 2, 3, 45 5 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, EI, 12, 13, 
&c. but without allowing, like Mr. Kollmann, that the 7th, 
rith, and 13th harmonics are out of tune, and not in our 
modern {cale. 

From thefe, Mr. K. deduces a fundamental concord 4, 5, 6; 
and a fundamental difcord 4, 5,6, 7 ; repeating the doétrine of 
Rameau, Marpurg, Kirnberger, and Kollmann, that there are 
only twochords in mufic ; the common chord, and chord of the 
feventh, 

Chap. II. Examination of the Scale-—Mc. King here is 
ayain miltaken in refpeét to ancient mufic; for the Greeks 
never formed their tetrachords as he has given them. The 
diazeuxis, or tone of disjunction between the tetrachords 
Mefon, and Diezeugmenon, was from A to B, and each fourth 
conlilled of a femitone followed by two tones : 

EF GA T as 2. 
3 ae ¥ hy ee 

This is very unlike our major f{cale. 

CC: .», BF T G A BC 
et ee ae 

Excepting thefe errors, this Chapter is well worthy of no- 
tice ; and the arrangement of the notes in the o@ave fhows 
confiderable ingenuity and reficction. In defcribing, at p. 6, 
the mediant, or third of the fcale, Mr. K. confounds the in- 

terval of a femitone with the limits of that interval. If a 
femitone is half a tone, then a ditone, or greater third, mutt 
confift of four, aud not five femitones ; 


i C C tharp 








eda Staonal! 









































sins, ates 


Sante 


C Charp D Eflat F 
CRIS Sel See SP 
Which make five founds and four intervals, and the /ribemitone 
of four founds and three intervals, 
A Bfla B -C 
Wea TY 
Mr. Shield has been led into a fimilar miftake, in his Introduc- 
tion to Harmony, p. 4, and p. 39. 

Chap. III. Of the Minor Scale.—All our modern theorifts 
are greatly embarrafled by this unfortinate branch of the 
fcience, for which no fatisfa€tory origin can be found in their 
fyftems. The eafieft method of avoiding the difficulty is to 
call it artificial, and to confider it as a modification of the 
{cale of nature. But if it be the moft ancient, as Dr. Burney, 
vol. i, p. §0, has clearly proved, how could it be a modification 
of a major fcale which had no exiftence? And, although it 
may be ufeful now to {tudy the major mode before the minor, 
yet we cannot eafily fubfcribe to the doétrine, ** that it has no 
real feparate exiftence of its own in nature.” P. 7. In the 
examination ot this fcale it is afferted, 








** by the ancient divifion of the minor fcale, its irregularity may be 
perceived ; as not one of its tetrachords, either afcending, or defcend- 
ing, bear the leaft affinity to the other, in the proportionate diftances of 
their parts.” 


But that is not the cafe, for the ancicnt tetrachords were not 
disjun&, but conjuné, with an added found below them, and 
then they were both fimilar. 

ABC DEFGA. 

Chap. 1V. Of the Deatonic, Chromatic, and Enharmonic 
Scale.—Mr. Kollmann, in defcribing thefe, has very wifely re- 
ferred the reader to Dr. Burney and Sir John Hawkins, for an 
explanation of the terms. 

Mr. King has thought proper to explain them himfelf, as 
follows : 





«© The word diatonic is derived from the Greek dia, dy, and rovos, 
atone. The word chromatic is alfo derived from the Greek xpaua, 
or colour, and fo named, from the cuftom of the Greeks, to exprefs the 
chromatic fcale by different coloured chara¢ters; and probably from 
their confidering its effects in mufic the fame as colouring in painting, 

«¢ The word enharmonic, likewife comes from the Greek ev, againf, 
and dpyona, harmony.” 


To the laft of thefe etymologies, which has been hazarded by 
fome former writers*, there are two material objections, fug- 


gefted properly by Dr. Burney, in his Hiftory, vol. iii, p. 531. 


* See Frike’s Thorough Bafs, p. 3. 
O02 Firft, 
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Firft, that the Greek prepofition «, cannot~ poffibly fignify 
againf?; and, fecondly, that duo itfelf had not, with the an- 
cients, the fame meaning as the modern term HARMONY. 
Without a correct knowledge of language, etymology is very 
dangerous ground. 

hap. V. Of Keys.—P. 12. Mr. K. informs the ftudent, 
that a double fharp, or flat, alters the part of the fcale againft 
which they it is two femitones, or ‘* one whole tone.” This 
we deny. The reafons may be feen in our 16th volume, 
Auguft, 1800, p.171. Mr. K. has alfo omitted to explain 
the difference between the minor and major femitane, a dif- 
finQion, which thofe who profefs to treat of the fcience ought 
never to negleét. Even Mr. Shield, who particularly avoids 
all analyfis of the fcale, has acknowledged the necefflity of 
this claffification (fee Introdu€ion to Harmony, p, 38) and 
clearly fhown the practical difference between D fharp and E 
flat. 

Chap. VI. Of Intervals.—Mr. K.’s table is by no means 
complete. Every interval ought to have its correfponding one, 
which may fill up the extent of the oGtave. If there be three 
{pecies of fifths, there muft be as many fourths, &c. &c. The 
interval from C fharp to E flat is omitted in the thirds, and 
that of C to E fharp inferted, The latter interval has not yet 
been ufed in harmony (except as a pafling note) ; while of the 
former we have an example in Weldon’s Anthem, ‘* Hear my 
crying,” fee Dr. Boyce’s Cathedral Mufic, vol ii, p. 218, 
The interval from C fharp to F is omitted, while its inverfion 
is given. The diminifhed feventh {fee p. 32, of Difcords) 
C tharp to B flat is not in the table ; and if there are two uni- 
fons, there fhould be alfo found two o€taves. 

Chap. VII. Of Inverfisns.—In this place, the extreme 
flat third, omitted in the former table, is given. 

Chap. VIII. Of the Three Motions.—The right, con- 
trary, and oblique motions, are here characterized (p. 16) in a 
fingular manner. 

Chap. IX. Of Cadences—Mr. K. makes four claffes : 

Perfeé, from the fifth or fourth to the key note. 

Imperfee, from the inverfion of the dominant to the key 
note, or from the key note to its fifth. 

Interrupted, from the 5th to the 6th, &c. &c. 

Suf/pended, the organ point of the French fchool. 

Chap. X. General Rules. —Of confecutive fifths and eighths, 
a very thort but ufeful chapter. 

Part If. On Harmony. 

Treated under three diftinét heads ; namely, Concords, Dif- 
eerds, and Chords, by fuppofition. 

Chap. 
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Chap. XI. General Definitions of Harmony.—Mr. K. here 
repeats, that the whole fyitem of harmony is founded on two 
chords, the triad and the difcord of the feventh. 

Chap. X.1k. Of the Fundamental Concerd.—T his confifts of 
three combined founds, a bafs, third, and fifth, and as given 
by nature is major ; but it may alfo be minor or imperfect. 

CE G. AC KE. B D F. 

This claflification is fimilar to that adopted by Mr. Koll- 
mann, from Kirnberger. 

Chap. XIII. Of the common Chord.—This chapter relates 
to the ufe of the preceding chords in thorough bafs, and a new 
term for the extreme fharp fifth, namely, ¢ranfient chord, isin- 
troduced. Confidering how often this harmony occurs in mo- 
dern Italian mufic, it is very properly characterized by this 
name. Dr. Burney’s remarks upon the French fyftem ; and La 
Borde’s prejudices (vol. iv. p. 629) are here very applicable, 
and may be ftudied with advantage. | 

Chap. XIV. Of the Chord of the 6. 

Chap. XV. Of the Chord of the ©. —Thefe chapters confift 
of very ufeful examples on the inverfions of the common 
chord. 

Chap. XVI. Of the Fundamental Difcord (p. 31) of its 
required Preparation and Refolution, The fundamental difcord 
confifts of four; namely, a bafs, third, fifth, and feventh ; the 
natural fituation of its bafs being on the fifth of the fcale, 
which may be elfewhere fixed. 








FUNDAMENTAL. G BD F. 
MINOR. ACE SG 
IMPERFECT. BDF A. 
MAJOR. C-E'G B 


Thefe are exaQtly the fame as thofe of Kirnberger, given 
by Mr. Kollmann, I. 24. 

Fundamental bafs of the diminifhed feventh, Mr. K.’s 
doétrine here is very fimilar to Mr. Kollmann’s, Effay, I. 43. 
The fubfequent chapters explain the inverfions of this difcord 
in a fatisfactory manner, with many examples. 

Chap, XXI. Of Chords by Suppofttion.—As Mr. King in 
this place introduces a new theory, we thall give his fy{tem at 
length. 


«© The chords yet remaining for confideration, by name the gth, 
11th, and 13th, which, extending beyond the o¢tave, are called chords 
by fuppofition, ‘Thefe chords are ufually conftructed by placing one, 
two, and three third, underneath the chord of the feventh, thus ; 


oth 
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eth 9. Il, 1 3. 
B flat B flat Bflat _B flat 
G G G G 
E E E E 
C C C C 

A A A 
F F 
D 


§ 3. ** As forcing founds under one chord to produce another is 
sncontiient with the natural principles of found, which can never 
gravitate, and alfo againft the direét principles, of harmony, which 
after eftablifhing a given bafs, admits of no one lower ; a particular 
inguiry will now be made, firft into the prefent theory, and afterwards 
into the more probable and natural conftrution of the chords in quef- 
tion. 

*¢ Thefe objections would not however have been confidered fuffi- 
cient to juftify any deviation from the theory ufually followed, had not 
the greateft authorities themfelves (while they agree in principle) di- 
vided as to the particular conftruction of the chords in queftion, fo 
that were either of their fyftems to be adopted, it would firit be a point 
to decide which were preferable, for thefe reafons : 

«© 1, Rameau, in his * Principles of Mufic,” places two thirds 
fucceffively under the chord of the feventh, on the /xch part of the 
fcale, thus: 


ath. oth, rith, 
G G G 
LD E E 
Cc C C 
A A A 
k K 
D 


but he goes no further: perhaps becaufe he found the chord of the 
thirteenth would have taken place on the feventh of the fcale. If this 
was his reafon, it was quite fufficient. . 

“© 2. Marpurg, and mef? other harmonifts, place three thirds fuccef- 
fively under the chord of the feventh, on the fftd part of the feale, 
thus: 


oth oth rith 13th 
I" ty a K 
})) I) ) DD 
B B EB B 
G G G G 
E K EK 
G C 
A 


«© 3, Now, the firft of thefe two general fyftems uppears to be the 
beft, as far as it goes; as there the ninth is major; but in the fecond 
{yftem it is minor, which is not its real charatter: for, as the fecond 
part of the fcale ftands a whole tone from the firft; fo the ninth, the 
true reprefentative of the fecond, fhould be alfo one tone from the oc- 
tave of the firft part of the fcale. 

“ 4, To 
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«© 4, To this may be added, that Rameau makes. ufe of the wrong 
fandamental feventh, but produces a true ninth ; while Marpurg, who 
ufes the real fundamental feventh, produces an imperfe& ninth. 

«© ¢. The confequence of the difagreement of thefe two celebrated 
authorities is, that as moft harmonifts fellow the opinion of one or the 
other, two different and indeterminate characters are given to chords, 
which it were to be wifhed had an unalterable and eftablifhed theory.” 


Confidering with fome attention this account of the differ- 
ence between Rameau and Marpurg, we entirely agree with 
Mr. K., that the placing of a found under a fundamental bafs 
is quite inconfiftent, and deftroys the very theory it is brought 
forward to fupport. But we are furprifed to find him afferting, 
that Rameau placed two thirds under the /ix/h of the [cale. 
It happens, indeed, that the A ftands in that felation to the 
major key note, but the great principle which led Rameau into 
thefe errors (which are fo ably refuted by Kirnberger) was the 
falfe fuppofttion, that every chord muft be compofed of thirds ; 
and that when a chord was not fo conftructed, it became a 
{fpecies of omiffion for particular reafons. 

Marpurg likewife never fixed exprefsly on the f/th of the 
fcale for his fyftem, but merely took that note as a general ex- 
emplification of his theory. Mr. K. we alfo obferve, claffes 
mof? harmonifts with Marpurg. But the writers who have pub- 
lifhed in England, Pepufch, Lampe, Antoniotto, Holden, Paf- 
quali, Jones, Keeble, and Miller, certainly have not adopted 
this arrangement. The only authors we know, who have 
wholly followed it, are Frike and Heck. 


«¢ Another fyftem is now prefumed to be advanced intirely different 
from either of the former, and wholly founded on the principles of 
vibration; or the natural fucceffion of founds.” 


Here Mr. K. formsa fcale of C, E, G, B flat, D, F, A, 


il, LT 


’ o> & it % 
and makes the three laft the original chords of fuppofition. 


«« Thus by adding the vibrations of a given found, regularly as 
they arife, it directly appears, that the chords of the gth, rith, and 
13th, are naturally felf-conftru€ted, and that by 1, 2, and 3 thirds be- 
ing fucceflively added over, and not under, the fundamental chord of 


the feventh. 
“ § 5. If the feventh of each chord, being flat, fhould be confi- 


dered as an objection to this theory, it muft be recollected, that the 
frat feventh exits in nature ; and fince the above order of conftructing 
thefe chords is wholly founded on the analogy of nature, that very 
objection becomes an argument in favour of the prefent fyftem,” 
P. 40. 

That a ftring may be divided into feven parts, we readily al- 
low; that the trumpet and horn will produce the harmonic 
prime 
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prime 7, is equally true ; but that fuch found is, or ought to be, 
confidered as the fundamental difcord, we totally deny, and will 
{tate our reafons as plainly as the nature of the fubje& will 
adinit. 

t. All harmonifts have hitherto agreed, that the fifth delow 
the key note ought to be the fame diftance as the fifth above ; 
atl this truth is confirmed by the frequent ufe made of modu- 
Jation into the fourth of the key, in which the original key 
note becomes a dominant, and bears its flat feventh in the ra- 
tio »%. Weare alfo certain, that j parts of the ftring give the 
o€tave to the fubdominant, and 2 the dominant a major tone 
higher. ( 5) Now, as it has always been underftood, that the 
joining Re thefe two founds in harmony * has produced 
the difcord of the feventh, a new theory certainly fhould point 
out fome reafon why this hypothefis is unworthy to be re- 
tained. 

2. If this harmonic prime 7 be admitted, we muft with it 
immediately concur in Mr. Holden’s Syftem (Effay, Part I. 
Art. 23; II. Art. 44) who exprefsly ailerts, that there are 
two different fourths to the {cale, but gives no ’ fatisfa@ory rea- 
fons to fupport his opinion. ‘Thefe inconfiftencies are quite 
fufficient to overturn the pretended /implicity of the fcale of 
nature ; yet thefe are but a {mall part of the errors to which 
the fuppofition immediately leads. For, if we proceed to the 
prime number 11, we finda new fourth, a new fubdominant, 4 
new origin of the fundamental difcord. 

Multiply the G, or ¢ vibration by 3, to produce its dominant 
harmony, according to Mr. King’s fy ikem: in the order 4, 5, 6,75 
and the refult will be 12,15, 18, 21, but the double of 8 : #1, 
or the interval of the fourth from the prime 11, will be 16:22; 
confequently, we have now three different fourths, one perfet, 
another from the prime 7, a third from the prime 11, and if 
the /cale of nature be further extended, ftill the ratios become 
more numerous, and the number of fourths infinité. “Can we 
then hefitate a moment in rejeting all this fuperfluous theory, 
when the very fyltem itfelf gives us a true and perfect fourth 
in the ratio i, which may be applied to the key note above or 
below, and will fully anfwer every purpofe that melody or har- 
mony can require. 

. Finally, we appeal from the eye to the ear; doubtlefs 
the ultima ratio muficorum ; and candidly afk Mr. King, whe- 
ther he ever heard the trumpet 7th, 4th, and 6th, or, to ufe his 
own terms, rith and 13th, with any pleafure? Whether they 
are not all moft horribly out of tune And, whether the bet 
peCrerEner® on thefe smperfec? inffruments, the trumpet and 


-_—— 


* See D’Alembert, Elemens de Mufique ; ; Rouffeau, Dictionnaire. 
3 horn, 
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horn, have not ever tried to blow them as. near the true_ratios 
(derived from the primes 2, 3, and 5) as their practice and ha- 
bits would admit? We cannot quit this fubjeé&t without ob- 
ferving that, however great mathematicians*, attached to a fe- 
ries of arithmetical progreflion, may fpeculate upon the im- 
provement of mufic, of which they can be but incomplete 


judges, we have never yet met with any pradfical mufician (Mr, - 


King excepted) who has openly fupported, in the moft unquali- 
fied manner, a fyftem, which implicitly afferts, that all our re- 
ceived ideas upon fume are falfe; that our eyes, and not our ars, 
are to be the judges of melody and harmony ; and, laftly, that 
the hitherto finpoted imperfect notes of the trumpet,are to be 


received, and are actually 2 ¢une, merely becaufe they are found 


- jn what is called the fcale of nature! 


In the following Chapters, Mr. K. explains the chord of 
Marpurg, without the leaft attention to the very different ex- 
plication of Kirnberger ; and with thefe the Second Part tere 
muinates, at p. 45- 

Part ILI. On the Application of Harmony. 

Chap. XXVII. Progreffion of the Fundamental Bafs.—Mr. 
King now begins to be clear and correét ; but we obje& to 
the doétrine of omiffions in this fyftem, as we did in that of 
Kollmann: for, fuppofing it to be true, it is, in our apinipn, 
unneceflary. . | 

Chap. XXVIII. P. 48. Natural Harmony of the Scale.— 
Here we, with much pleafure, wholly agree to Mr. King’s 
theory, and only lament that he has not fooner giyen us occa- 
fion to ufe unqualified praife. ‘ Three Parts of the “Scale 
are naturally fundamental, viz. the key, the fubdominant, and 
the dominant C, F,G, in Major, A, b, E, in minor. 

Chap. XXIX. Of Sufpenfion, Anticipation, and Tranfition.— 
We were here agreeably furprifed to find.the chords of fuppo- 
fition explained according to the plain theory of Kirnbe:per 
and Kollmann, after the apprehenfion that the firpepenns of 
Marpurg were to be fufficient. For, as Mr, King admits of 
the chords of the rith and the 13th, and as we have proved 
his own hypothefis to be erroneous, it was natural to conclude 
that Marpurg was the next to be received. The whole of this 
Chapter is very fimilar to that of Kollmann, Effay I, Chap. 
ter VII. p. 46, ) Re a4 





~~ 
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* Merfenne, Sauveur, Euler, Balliere, Serre, Jamard, Sc, have ene 
deavoured to introduce the primes beyond ¢ into notice; butit is wore 
thy obfervation, that thefe were all theorifts, and none of them pratti- 
cal, or at leaft profeffional muficians, es 
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Chap. XXX. Of Modulation.—Mr. K.’s arrangement of 


this branch of the {cience deferves great praife, and we are 
concerned that our limits will not permit us to enlarge on its 
general utility. 

Part [V. Analyfis of Compofitions. 

The melody of ‘* God fave the King,” the flow movement 
of Corelli’s Sonata r1 op. 2. the minuet in Ariadne, and the 
Introdu@tion of Haydn’s inftrumental Paffione, are very judici- 
oufly analyzed, according to the principles which have been 
previoufly laid down. 

Thus terminates a work which, for regular arrangement, 
and general information, is highly valuable. Compared with 
Mr. Kollimann’s Effays, it is deficient in many refpeéts; and in 
none more than the total negle& of Kirnberger’s do&trine of 
fufpenfion ; which we have reafon to believe is greatly ap- 
proved by harmonifts of every country. But Mr, King’s mode 
of publication is far fuperior to that of Mr. Kollmann’s Ef- 
fays. The infertion of the examples with the rules, the mar- 
ginal notes, the excellence of the engraving, and the great at- 
tention which has been paid even to the paper and printing, juf- 
tity our ftrong recommendation of the work itfelf; not in- 
deed to the exclufion of Mr. Kolimann’s Effays, but as a 
proper companion to thofe ufeful works, 

Mr. King, we mutt add, has juft publifhed a fecond edition, 
to which is prefixed an Advertifement, ftrongly ‘cenfuring Mr. 
Kollmann for fome expreffions ufed in his laft work, on thos 
sough bafs. This we fhall, at prefent, pafs unnoticed: foras 
Mr, Kollmann’sthird book will foon comeunder our infpeétion, 
and, as we hear, he purpofes to anfwer Mr. King, that will be 
the proper time to confider the true merits of the caufe in queftion. 
There are alfo feveral explanatory pages annexed at the end, 
as.notes to different parts of the Treatife. Some of thefe are 
very ingenious and important. 

Mr. Shield’s Introdu@tion to Harmony next claiins our par- 
ticular attention ; and we apprehend, that one number of this 
Review will be infufficient to contain all our remarks on that 
interefting and truly meritorious performance. 
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Art. XVI. The Works of Hannah More. In Eight Volumes. 


Including feveral Pieces never before publifhed. 12mo. 
al. ras. 6d. Cadell and Davies. 1801. 


UPON Mrs. More’s character, as a writer and as a moralift, 

it cannot be neceflary to expatiate, the obvious tendenc 

of her works, and the comprehenfive circulation with whic 
thofe 
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thofe works have been received, decide the eftablifhment of 


her charaéter, in both refpets. 

Many, indeed molt, of the pieces, contained in thefe vo- 
lumes, have paffed through various editions. Some new pro- 
duétions, however, are added ; and moft of the old confi- 
derably altered and enlarged. Ina Preface, written with great 
point and neatnefs, the author explains her motives, both for 
writing at all, and for collecting her different compofitions in 
thisform, Of her earlier performances, fhe tells us, her ob- 


ject was to amufe ; in the latter, to inftru&. This is fo well 


put, that we fhall give the writer’s own words. 


«© If I fhould prefume to fuggeft as an apology for having ftill per- 
fifted to publifh, that of the latter produétions, ufefulnefs has been 
more invariably the objeét; whereas in many of the earlier, amufe- 
ment was more obvioufly propofed ; if I were inclined to palliate my 
prefumption by pleading 


That not in Fancy’s maze I wander’d long; 


it might be retorted that the implied plea, in favour of the latter pub- 
lications, exhibits no furer proof of humility in this inftance than in 
the other. That, if in the firlt it was no evidence of the modefty of 
the writer to fancy fhe could amufe, in the laft it furnifhes little proof 
of the modefty of the woman to fancy that fhe can inftruét. Now to 
amufe, or to inftruét, or both, is fo undeniably the intention of all who 
obtrude their works on the public ‘that no preliminary apology, no 
prefatory humiliation can quite do away the charge of a certain con- 
{cioufnefs of talents which is implied in the very undertaking. The 
author profeffes his inability, but he produces his book; and by the 

ublication itfelf controverts his own avowal of ray 3 incapacity, 

t is to little purpofe that the words are difparaging while the deed is 
affuming. Nor will that profeffion of felf-abafement be much regarded 
which is contra¢ted by an aét that fuppofes felf-confidence, 

‘* If however there is too feldom found in the writer of the book, 
all the humility which' the Preface announces, he may. be allowed to 
plead on humility, which is at leaft comparative, On this.ground 
may I be permitted to declare, that at no period of my life did Iever 
feel {uch unfeigned diffidence at the individual appearance of even the 
flightelt Beat (the fendernefs of whofe dimenfions might carry 
foine excufe for the {mall proportion of profit or pleafure it conveyed), 
as I now feel at fending this, perhaps too voluminous, colleétion into 
the world. ‘This felf-diftruft may naturally be accounted for, by re- 
fleting that this publication is deliberately made, not only at a time of 
life when I ought beft to Know my own faults, and the faults of my 
writings; but is made alfo at fuch a diftance from the moment in 
which the feveral pieces were firft flrack out, that the mind has had 
time to cool from the hurry and heat of compofition : the judgment 
has had leifure to operate, and it is the effect of that operation to rece 
tify falfe notions and to correét rafh conclufions, The critic, even of 
his own works, grows honett, if not acute, at the end of twenty years, 
The 
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The image, which he had fancied glowed fo brightly when it came 
frefh from the furnace, time has quenched ; the fpirit, which he 
thought fixed and effential, has evaporated ; many of the ideas which 
he impofed not only on his reader, ne on himfelf, for originals, more 
reading and obfervation compel ham to reftore to their owners. And 
having detecied, from the perufal of abler works, either plagiarifms in 
his own, of which he was not aware, or coincidences which will pafs 
for plagiarifms; and blending with the new judgment of the critic, 
the old indignation of the poet, who of us in this cafe is not angry 
with thofe ie have /aid cur good thing: beforeus? We not only difcover 
that what we thought we had invented we have only remembered; but 
we find alfo that what we had believed to be perfett is full of defects ; 
in that which we had conceived to be pure gold we difcover much 
tinfel, For the revifion, as was obferved above, is made at a period 
when the eye is brought by a due remotenefs into that juft pofition 
which gives a clear and diflin& view of things; a remotenefs which 
difperies ‘* the illufions of vifion,” fcatters the mifts of vanity, re- 
dukes objects to their natural fize, reftores them to their exact fhape, 
makes them appear to the fight fuch as they are in themfelves, and fuch 
as perhaps they have long appeared to all except the Author.” P. xi. 


The firlt volume contains Mrs. More’s earlier poetical works, 
with a profe tract, at the conclufion, which is called Village 
Politics. This was written in the beginning of the French 
Revolution, and is addretled to the mechanics, journeymen, and 
labourers of Great Britain. This is very excellent in its kind, 
and demonftrates the author’s {trong and unalterable attachment 
to the civil and ecclefiattica! conftitution of her country. 

The fecond volume contains the Sacred Dramas, the fubjeés 
of which are taken from theScriptures, The third volume is oc- 
cupied by a Preface to the Tragedies, and the Tragedies them- 
felves. Thefe are Percy, the Fatal Falfehood, and the Inflex- 
ible Captive. The obje& of the Preface is to vindicate the 
writer from the feeming inconfiltency of having, at one period, 
exclaimed againft the dangerous tendency of dramatic enter- 
tainments, and at another of having herfelf compofed dramatic 
pieces, The truth is, that the mind of the author das under- 
gone a revolution of fentiment fince fhe wrote the dramatic 
pieces. This is confirmed by the dates, and this effectually 
folves the paradox. Mrs. More’s fentiments on the prefent 
ftate of the theatre, and the pernicious tendency of its prin- 
ciples and examples, are detailed at nauch length, and with 
eonfiderable force and energy. Much doubtlefs of what is faid 
on this fubje& is incontrovertibly true; we think, bowever, 
that the argument is preffed fomewhat too far. it cannot cer- 
tainly be denied, that fome of our dramatic pieces exhibit the 
nobleft examples, and inculcate the fineft fentiments of honour, 
decency, and virtue. The fourth volume exhibits the Stories, 
which were firft publifhed in the Cheap Repofitory, but are in 
this 
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this edition much enlarged and improved. The Stories aré 
feparated into two clafles; one adapted to the fuperior, the 
other to the lower claffes of life. “The ftory of Mr. Fantom, 
inthis volume, is remarkably interefting, and appears to afford an 
additional proof, if fuch were wanting, of the writer’s foundnefs 
of oriticiples, in every. thing which regards our eftablifhments 
in church and ftate. The fifth volume alfo contains Stories. 
Thefe are adapted to the lower orders of fociety. In all thefe 
ftories, one obvious tendency, and one obvious obje& of the 
writer, appears to be, to impréfs upen her readers a refpe& tor 
the charaéter of the clergy, by making them examples of the 
moft amiable virtues. 

The fixth volume contains two traQs. One on the Man- 
ners of the Great ; the other, the Eftimate of the Religion of 
the Fafhionable World. At the conclufion, is found the admi- 
rable Remarks on the Speech of M. Dupont. This traét was, 
as it well deferved to be, extenfively circulated, and is here 
merely republifhed. ‘The feventh and eighth volumes are oc- 
cupied by the Stri€tures on the modern Syitem of Female Edu- 
cation. Thefe having pafled through feven or eight large 
editions, require no commentary from us. 

In charaéterizing thefe works colle&tively, all that the author 
claims may be fully granted; and we may employ her own 
words, protefting only againit the too great modefty of fome 
paflages, particularly the firit. 


«* That I have added to the mafs of general knowledge by one ori- 
ginal.idea, or to the ftock of virtue by one original fentiment, I do 
not prefume to hope. But that I have laboured affiduoufly to make 
that kind of knowledge which is moft indifpenfable to common life, 
familiar to the unlearned, and. acceptable to the young; that I have 
laboured to inculcate into both, the love and praétice of that virtue of 
which they had before derived the principles from higher fources, 3 
will not deny to have attempted. 

«© To what is called learning I have never had any pretenfion, Life 
and Manners have been the objects of my unwearied obfervation; and 
every kind of ftudy and habit has more or lefs recommended itfelf to 
my mind, as it has had more or lefs reference to thefg objects, Con- 
fidering this world as a fcene of much attion, and of little compara- 
tive knowledge ; not asa ftage for exhibition, or a retreat for fpecula- 
tion, but as a field on which the bufinefs which is to determine the 
eoncerns of eternity is to be tranfatted ; as a place of low regard as 
an end, but of unfpeakable importance as a means¢ a fcene of fhort 
expériment, but lafting refponfibility : I have been contented to purfue 
myfelf, and to prefent to others (to my own fex chiefly) thofe truths, 
which, if obvious and familiar, are yet praCtical, and of general ap. 
plication ; thiogs, which if of little fhow, are yet of fome ufe; and 
which, if their feparate value be not great, yet their aggregate import- 
ance 
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ance is not inconfiderable. I have purfued, not that which demands 
kill, and infures renown, but 


That which before us lies in daily life. 


«« If I have been favoured with a meafure of fuccefs, which has as 
much exceeded my expectation as my defert, I afcribe it partly to a 
difpofition in the public mind to encourage, in thefe days of alarm, 
attack, and agitation, avy productions of which the tendency is fa- 
vourable to good order and Chriftian morals, even though the merit 
of the execution by no means keeps pace with that of the principle, 
In fome inftances I truft- I have written feafonably when I have not 
been able to write well. Several pieces perhaps of fmall value in 
themfelves have helped to fupply in fome inferior degree the exigence 
of the moment ; and have had the advantage, not ot fuperfeding the 
neceffity, or the appearance, of abler writings, but of exciting abler 
writers ; who, feeing how little 1 had been able to fay on topics upon 
which much might be faid, have more than fupplied my deficiencies by 
filling up what I had only fuperficially fketched out.’ On that which 
had only a temporary ufe, I do not afpire to build a lafting reputation.” 
P. xv. 


This publication cannot poflibly fail of being highly accepta- 
ble to the world, for all muft be glad to pofiefs the uniform 
colle€tion of what, in their detached and feparate form, they 
have admired and approved. Such a mind, and fuch a pen, 
ought not to continue long unemployed ; and .we hope {till to 
have repeated opportunity of announcing to the friends of 
virtue and religion the refult of Mrs. More’s valuable labours. 





Art. XVII. Refearches, Chemical and Philsfephical; chiefly 
concerning Nitrous Oxide, or dephlogifticated Nitrous Air, and 
s/s Kefpiration. By Humphry Davy, Superintendent of the 
Medicul Pneumatic Inftitution. 8vo. 580 pp. tos. 6d. 
Johnfon. 1800. 


THs work is divided into four primary parts, called Re- 
fearches, each ot which comprehends feveral Divifions, 
under the following titles: 
Refearch I. Into the Analvfis of Nitric Acid, and Nitrous 
Gas, and the Produ&tion of Nitrous Oxide. 

Divifion I. Experiments and Obfervations on the Com- 
pofition of Nitric Acid, and on its Combinations with Wa- 
ter, and Nitrous Gas, 

Div. II. Experiments and Obfervations on the Compo- 
{ition of Ammoniac, and on its Combinations with Water 
and Nitrous Acid, 

Div. 
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Div. I1I. Decompofition of Nitrate of Ammoniac g 
Preparation of refpirable Nitrous Oxide. : 

Div. IV. Experiments and Obfervations on the Com- 
pofitions of Nitrous Gas, and on its Abforption by differ. 
ent Bodies. 

Div. V. Experiments and Obfervations on the Com- 
pofition of Nitrous Oxide from Nitrous Gas, and Nitric 
Acid in different Modes, 

Refearch II. Into the Combinations of Nitrous Oxide, 
and its Decompofition. 

Div. I. Experiments and Obfervations on the Com- 
binations of Nitrous Oxide. 

Div. II. Decompofition of Nitrous Oxide by com- 
bultible Bodies. 

Refearch III. Relating to the Refpiration of Nitrous 
Oxide and other Gaffes. 
Div. I. Experiments and Obfervations on the Effeats 
produced upon Animals by the Refpiration of Nitrous 
i Oxide. 
Div. II. Of the Changes effe&ted on Nitrous Oxide 
and other Gaffes, by the Refpiration of Animals. 

Refearch IV. Relating to the Effects produced by the 
Refpiration of Nitrous Oxide, upon different Individuals. 

Div. I. Hittory of the Difcovery. Effe&ts produced 

by the Refpiration of different Gaffes. 

Div. If. Details of the Effeéts produced by the Ref- 

piration of Nitrous Oxide upon different Individuals, 
furnifhed by themfelves. 

Div. III. Abftraéts from additional Details. Ob- 

fervations on the Effeéts of Nitrous Oxide, by Dr. Bed- 





; does. Conclufion. 
Appendix.—No. 1. Of the Eifeéts of Nitrous Oxide on 
| Vegetables. 


No. II. Table of the Weight and Compofition of 
the Combinations of Nitrogene. 

No. III. Additional Obfervations. 

No. IV. Defcription of a Mercurial Airholder, and 
Breathing Machine, by Mr. W, Clayfield. 

No. V.  Propofals for the Prefervation of accidental 
Obfervations in Medicine, by Dr. Beddoes, 

The nature and properties of aeriform fluids, which have 
been fuccefsfully and particularly cultivated within thefe lat 
thirty years, have received a confiderable addition by the recent 
difcovery of the fingular properties of an aerial fluid, to which 
Dr. Prieftley gave the name of dephiogifticated nitrous air ; but 
which is now generally called the nitrous oxide. The great 
ule 
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ufe which may be made of thofe properties in medical cafes, 
renders the fubje&t important, and an accurate inveftigation . 
of the nature of this nitrous oxide neceffary. Such an invef- 
tigation forms the fubje& of the work which is at prefent un- 
der examination; and it muft be acknowledged, that its au- 
thor appears to. have beftowed much labour and attention 
upon it. 

The Table of Contents is followed by a fhort Preface, 
which contains a concife {ketch of the work ; and wherein 
Mr. Davy acknowledges his obligations to Dr. Beddoes, for 
his affiftance in contriving feveral experiments, &c. 

The various opinions which were entertained by philofo- 
phers relatively to the quantities of the component principles 
of the nitrous acid, as alfo with refpe& to the quantity of ni- 
trous gas which ts neceflary to faturate a given quantity of 
oxygene, induced Mr. D, to inveftigate means of determining 
with accuracy the compofition of nitrous acid, in its different 
degrees of oxygenation. With this view he contrived and 
executed various experiments, the account of which is con- 
tained in the firlt Divifion, wherein the reader will meet with 
feveral judicious remarks. 

The principal refults of the above-mentioned experiments 
are exprefled in three Tables, of which-we fhall tran{cribe the 
firft and fecond, as being the moft ufeful. 


“| Tasrtel. Containing Approximations to the Quantities of Nitric 
Acid, Nitrous Gas, and Water in Nitrous Acids, of different Colours 
and /pecifie Gravities. 
































100 Parts. (Specific grav.) | Nit. acid.| Water.| Nit. gas. 

Sol. Nitric Acid 1,504 91,55 | 8,45 

Yellow Nitrous* 1,502 |S] 90,5 8,3 1,2 
Bright Yellow _ jof 1,500 |=} 88,94 | 810 | 2,96 
Dark Orange 1,480 S| 86,84 | 7.6 2,56 
Light Olive* 1,479 86,00 7955 | 6,45 
Dark Olive* 1,478 85.4 456 ast 
Bright Green* 1,476 84,8 1544 7:76 
Blue Greent | 1,475 84,6 714 8,00 
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«« * The blue green acid is not homogeneal in its compofition, it is 
compofed of the blue green fpherules and the bright green acid. ‘The 
blue green {pherules are of greater {peéific gravity than the dark green 
acid, probably becaufe they contain little or no water. 

«© + The compofition of the acids thus marked, is given from cal. 
culauon. 


« TasBur 
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« Taste Il. Binary, Proportions of Oxygene and Nitrogene in Nitric 
and Nitrous Acids*. 


























100 Parts. Oxyg. | Nitrog. | 5 | Nitrog. | Oxyg. 

. 5 
Nitric Acid ‘a | 70.50 } 29,50 ‘ I 2,389 
Bright yellow Nitrous} 8 |. 70,10 | 29,90 , I 2,344 
Orange coloured 69,63 | 30,37 | : 1 2,292 
Dark gretn 69,08 | 30,92 | £ I 2,230 





The fecond fe@ion commences with the following para- 
graphs : 


‘© ‘The formation and decompofition of volatile alkali in many pro= 
celles, was obferved by Prieftley, Scheele, Be rgman, Kirwan, and 
Higgins; but to Berthollet we owe the difcovery of its couftituent 
parts, and their proportions to each other. ‘Thefe proportions this ex- 
cellent philofopher deduced from an experiment on the decompdéfition 
of aériform ammoniac by the elettric fpark: a procefs in which no 
apparent fource of error exifts. 

** Since, however, his eftimations have been made, the proportions | 
of oxygene and hydrogene in water have been more accurately deter- 
mined, This circumftance, as well as the conviétion of the impoffi- 
bility of too minutely ferutinizing facts, fundamental to a great mafs 
of reafoning, induced me to make the following experiments.” P. 56. 


This is followed by the narration of the experiments, the 
refult of which is, that the nitrogene in ammoniac is to the 
hydrogene, as 35 to 105 in volume; and 13,3 grains of am- 
moniac are compofed of 10,6 nitrogene ({uppofing that 100 
cubic inches weigh 30,45 grains) and 2,7 hydrogene. 

In the fame fection, we alfo find an examination of the {pe- 
cific gravity of ammoniac ; an inveftigation of the quantity of 
ammoniac in different aqueous folutions ; and various other 
particulars concerning ammoniac. 

It is fomewhat fingular, that in certain places this author 
Rill feems to entertain the idea of phlogifton, and: accordingly 
fays, that certain fubftances are dephlogifticated or phlogilti- 
cated, when almoft all other philofophical chemifts would fay, 
that thofe fubftances are oxygenated or deoxygenated. But 
there is a fingularity of ftyle obfervable throughout the work, 
Speaking of the non-exiftence of ammoniacal nitrates, ‘* I at- 
tempted,” this author fays, ‘* in different. modes to combine 
nitrous acids with ammoniac, fo as to form the falts which 





‘« * Nitrous gas contains 44,05 nitrogene, and.55,95 oxygene, as 
has been faid before,” 
Pp have 
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have been fuppofed fo exift, and called nitrites of :amtoniac ; 
but without fuccefs.” He then relates fome experiments,.and 
concludes that no fubftance properly fo called exifts. 

The third Divifion contains the principal fads which have 
been afcertained concerning the prodution, the fpecific gra- 
vity, and other properties of the nitrous oxide. The very cu- 
rious nature of thofe properties, induces us to tranferibe fuch 


paflages of this Divifion, as may give our readers.@ competent 
idea of the fubject. 


. aft, Compact, or dry nitrate of ammoniac, undergoes little or no 
change at temperatures below 260°. * 

** adly. At temperatures between 275° and 300°, it flowly fubs 
limes, without decompofition, or wi:thour becomimg fluid. 

© 3dly. At 320° it becomes fluid, decompofes, and ftill flowly. fub- 
limes ; it neither aflaming, or continuing in, the fluid ftate, without 
decompofition. 

r¢ 4thly. At temperatures between 340° and 480°, it decompofes 
rapidly. : 

Ne ict. The prifmatic and fibrous nitrates’ of ammoniae become 
Huid at temperatures below 300°, and undergo ebuillitions at tempera- 
tores between 760° and 400°, without decompofition. 

“ 6thly. They are capable of being heated to: 430° without de- 
compofition, or fublimation, till a certain quantity of their water 1% 
evaporated, ne) 4 

** othly. At temperatures above 450° they undergo decompofition, 
without previoufly lofing their-water of cryftalifation.” P. 85. 


** Two hundred grains of compact nitrate of ammoniac were in- 
troduced into a glafs retort, and decompofed flowly by the heat of a 
fpirit lamp.. ‘The firft portions of the gas that came over were. reject- 
ed, and the la& received in jars containing mercury. No luminous 
appearance was perceived in the retort during the procefs, and almoft 
the whole of the fult was refolved into fluid and gas. The fluid. had 
a faint acid tafte, and contained fome undecompounded nitrate, The 
gas collected exhibited the following properties : 

«a. A candle burnt in it with a brilliant flame, and crackling 
noife. Before its extinétion, the white inner flame beeame furround- 
ed with an exterior blue one. 

_ & § Phofphorus introduced into. it in a ftate of inflammation, 
burnt with infinitely greater vivyidnefs than before. 

‘«* ¢, Sulphur introduced into.it when burning with a feeble blue 
flame, was inltamly extinguifhed ; but when in a ftate of aétive in- 
flammation (that is, forming fulphuric acid) it burnt with a beautiful 
and vivid rofe-coloured flame, 

‘© 4, Inflamed chareoal, deprived of hydrogene, introduced into it, 
burnt with much greater vividaefs than in the atmofphere. 

** ¢, To fome fine twifted iron wire a {mall piece of cork was af- 
fixed: this was inflamed, and the whole introduced’ into a jar of the 
air, The iron burned with great viyidnefs, and- threw out bright 
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« £ Thirty meafures of it éxpofed' to water previoull » Was 
 yapt antes when the dimination: wie Cedi the r more 
than a meafure remained. se 
«« g. Pure'water faturated with it, gave it out again on ebullition, 
and ‘the as thus produced retained all its former properties. 
«« &, It was abforbed by red cabbage juice; but no alteration of, 
colour took place. , 
ée 4, Trs tafte was diftin€ly fweet, and its odour flight, bat agreeable. 
¢¢ 7, It underwent no diminution when mingled. with oxygene, or 
hitrous gas.” P. 86. 


«* We may conclude, that too cubic inches of puré nitrous oxide 
weigh so,r grains at temperature so°, and atmofpherical preffure 7; 

‘© I was a little furprifed at this great {pecific gravity, particularly 
as I had expetted, from Dr. Prieftley’s obfervations, to find it lefs 
heavy than atmofpherical air. ‘This philofopher fuppofed, from fome 
appearances produced by the mixture of it with aériform ammoniac, 
that it was even of lefs fpecific gravity than that gas.” 


** Thus in nitrate of ammoniac, four affinities may be fuppofed to 
exift. 
eé 


1. That of hydrogene for nitrogene, producing ammoniac. 

2. That of oxygene for nitrous gas, producing nitric acid. 

3. That of the hydrogene of ammoniac for thé oxygene of nip 
tric acid, 

“« 4. That of the nitrogene of ammoniac for the nitrous gas of 
nitric acid. 3 

«* At temperatures below 300°; the falt, from the equilibrium be- 
tween thefe affinities, preferves its exiftence. 

** Now, when its temperature is raifed to 400%, the attraftions of 
hydrogene for nitrogene, and of nitrous gas for oxygene, are dimi- 
nifhed ; whilft the attraction of hydrogene for oxygene is imcreafed ; 
and perhaps that of nitrogene for nitrous gas. | 

«* Hence the former equilibrium of affinity .is deftroyed, and a new 
one produced. . 

«* The hydrogene of the ammoniac combines with the oxygene of 
the nitric acid to genérate water ; and the nitrogene of the ammoniac 
enters into combination with the nitrous gas to form nitrous oxide = 
and the water and nitrous oxide prodaced, moft probably exift in bi- 
nary combination in the aériform ftate, at the temperature of the des 
compofition. 

‘«* But when a heat above 800° is applied to nitrate of ammoniac, 
the attractions of nitrogene and hydrogene for each other, and of oxy 
gené for nitrous gas, are {till moré diminifhed ; whilft that of nitro. 
gene for nitrous gas is deftroyed, and that of hydrogene for oxygene 
increafed to a great extent: likewife a new attraction takes ; that 
of nitrous gas for nitric acid, to form nitrous vapour. Henéeea new 
arrangement of principles is rapidly produced ; the nitrogene of am- 
moniac having no affinity for any of the ~— principles at this tem~- 
perature, enters into no binary compound : the oxygene of thé nitric 
acid forms water with the hydrogéene, and the nitrous mbit 
with the nitric acid to form nitrous vapour, All thefe fubftances 
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probably exift in combination at the temperature of their production ; 
and at a lower temperature, aflume the forms of nitrous acid, nitrous 
gas, nitrogene, and water.” P, 114. ' 


Having tranfcribed fo much of this interefting Divifion, we 
fhall endeavour to be more concife in’ our account of the re- 
maining ‘part of this work. 

The fourth Divifion contains a variety of experiments, tend- 
ing to manifeft the components of nitrous gas. This gas was 
decompofed, both by means of charcoal, and by means of 
phofphorus ; whence it appeared, that 100 parts of nitrous 

as contain 53,4 of oxygene, and 46,6 nitrogene. In the 
ee Divifion we find. the narration. of feveral experiments 
concerning the-abforption of nitrous gas: by water, as alfo by 
certain faline folutions. i 

The opinions of Prieftley and Kirwan on the converfion of 
‘nitrous gas into nitrous oxide, are examined in the fifth Divi- 
fian; to which this author fabjoins fome of his own experi- 
ments and obfervations on the fame fubjeé&. 

The firft Divifion of the fecond Refearch, contains experi- 
ments and obfervations on the combinations of the nitrous 
oxide with various fluids, both ¢laftic and non-elattic ; as alfo 
with the three alkalies, ‘The particulars are numerous, but 
not very interefting. 

The contents of the fecond Divifion are more deferving of 
attention; but, with refpeé to them, we muft refer our readers 
to the work irtfelf. : 

The third and fourth Refearches contain the moft ufeful 
part of the fubjec&t ; namely, the application of nitrous oxide 
to the animal body. They fhow how far it may be refpired, 
and what changes it produces in the body, as well as what 
changes the gas itfelf undergoes. : 

The experiments which are defcribed in the fequel, were 
made by confining warm-blooded animals in jars. full of the 
nitrous oxide. This gas was produced from. nitrate of am- 
moniac, and was received into jars filled with water previoufly 
faturated with that gas. ‘The following conclufions were de- 
rived from thofe experiments. 


*« 1, Warm-blooded animals die in nitrous oxide infinitely fooner 
than in common air or oxygene ; but not nearly in fo fhort a time as 
in gafes incapable of effecting pofitive changes in the venous blood, or 
in non-refpirable gafes. 

‘© 2. The larger animals live longer in nitrous oxide than the {maller 
ones, and young animals die in it fooner than old ones of the fame 

Speci | 

«* 3. When animals, after breathing nitrous oxide, are removed 
from it before compleat exhauftion has taken place, they are capable 
Orea to il UDaEE action Of atmoipnesic air. 
of being teltored to healui under the a¢tion of atmofpheric 2 ; 
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«« 4, Peculiar changes are effefted in the organs of animals by the 
refpiration of nitrous.oxide. In animals deftroyed ‘by it, the arterial 
blood is purple red, the lungs are covered with purple fpots, both the 
hollow and compact mufcles are apparent/y very inirritable, and the brain 
is dark colored. 

«« ¢, Animals are deftroyed by the’ refpiration of mixtures of nis 
trous oxide and hydrogene nearly in the fame time as by pure nitrous 
oxide: they are capable of living for a great length of time in nitrous 
oxide mingled with very minute quantities of exygene or common 
air.” P, 361. 


The fourth Refearch contains the account of various cafes 
of perfons, who, having refpired the nitrous oxide, were affect- 
ed with very fingular fymptoms. In the perufal of thofe cafes, 
the reader may be either amufed or aftonithed, according as he 
gives partial or entire credit to the narrations, 

This work contains a fingle plate, with a delineation of a 
well-contrived mercurial air-holder, 
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POETRY. 


Art. 18 St. Anne’s Hill, a Poem. Dedicated to the Hon. Charles 
James Fox. 4to. 34 pp. 5s Debrett. 1800. 


This Poem, which, though by the help of an Introdu€tion and 
Notes, it is ekéd out to a 5s. book, confiits of lefs than 200 lines, is 
written in the form of a dialogue between the Poet and his Moyfe. 
The former, as is ufual on fuch occafions, expreffes an amiable diffi- 
dence and reluétance to fing, it being winter, and his fancy chilled by 
the weather, although-the 24th of January is Mr, Fox’s birth-day. 
But the Mufe (more Fao) is peremptory ; and, without further contett, 
the Poet proceeds to celebrate his patron for many perfonal accom- 
plifhments and good qualities which he does poffefs, and fome political 
merits which, in our opinion, are much more qgueftionable. The 

etry, in general, rifes not above mediocrity, and fometimes falls 

low it: but the following elegant lines, by General Fitzpatrick, are 
introduced. ios 


‘© The ftar whofe radiant beams adorn 
With vivid light the rifing morn, 

The feafon chang’d, with milder ray _ 
Cheers the calm hour of parting day. 
So Friendthip, of the generous brealt 
The earlieft and the lateft guett, 


















































































$38 


BairisH CaTarocug. Pastry. 


In youthful prime with ardour glows, 
And feta Life’s forener clofe.— 
Benignant pow’r! in this retreat, 

O deign to fix thy tranquil feat ; 
Where rais’d above the dufky vale, 
Thy favourites brighter funs fhall hail ; 
And, from life’s bufy fcenes remote, 
To thee their cheerful hours devote, 
Nor wafte a tranfient thought to know 
What cares difturb the crowd below.” 


Thefe lines are, it feems, inferibed in a Temple on St, Anne’s Hill, 
dedicated to Friendfhip, and they deferve this public notice. 


Art. 19. Sir Hubert, an Heroic Ballad. B * Weftbrocke Chand- 
ler, 12mo. 78.6d. Veruor nd ood. 1800, 


A romantic ftory, verfified to the extent of eight fections, and 
228 pages. The tale is tedious enough, but the verfification is often 
animated and harmonious; and the writer’s mind feems well ftored 
with poetical images, which may perhaps hereafter be exhibited in a 
form more likely to attract the public obfervation, 


Art. 20. Poems: to which is added, Lord-Mayor’s Day, a mack he- 
roick Poem. By David Rivers, Authot of Letters on the politieal Con- 
dud? of the Diffenters, Editor of the Abridgment of Park’s Travels, 
Beauties of Saurin, Se See Bvo, 13. Rivingtons. 1800. 


The firft thing which caught our eye in this collection, was a con- 
folatory addrefs to Mr. Pybus, occafioned by fome critiques on hig 
Poem, in which thefe lines occur. 


‘« The wife ne’er heed the fnarling critic’s rules, 
Or ever with to gain the paradife of fools. 

Tho’ Paul has treach’rous prov’d to bis allies, 
Couldft thou forefee th’ apoftate in difguife >” 


Tt is plain that Mr. Rivers does not heed the ‘ fnarling critic’s 
Pules ;”’ but we hope he will, before he obtrudes another poetical pub- 
lication on the notice of the world, We are afraid the Poem on 
Lord-Mayor’s Day will not procure the writer an invitation to fit with 
the honourable names he has introduced in his Poem, on the oth of 
November. 


Ant. 21. Fugitive Pieces, in eg and Verfe, confifting of Fables, &3¢. 
moral and fentimenial, By William Hart. 8vo.-135 pp. Richard. 
fon, &c. 1801. 7 


Mercy on us! a poetical Preface of 54 pages, clofely printed! We 
have entered upon, and muft go fairly through it ; and we thall tempt 
our readers to do the fame, by extra¢ting the very beft lines we can 
find in it. ‘Thus it opens; 

« As is a cart preceded by a horfe, 
Se a preface precedes a work of courfe ; 
Pardon 
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Pardon the fimile, I own its low, 

But to my purpofe is juit apropos ; 

For, howe’er richly laden the machine, 
Howe’er {weet and fair the goods plac’d thereia, 
It.could not of itfelf move from the ground, 
‘To which it fticks by depth of mire faft bound, 
But requires the ftrength of beaft, th’art of man, 

Ere, to difpenfe its bleffings, move it can. 

Thus my poor lines howe’er with beauty fraught, 

Of which, alas! I fear they poffefs nought, 

Unlefs by fome apology prefac’d, 

Would ttick i’the flouglr in which by dulnefs plac’d.” P. iii, 


«© Oh, that I could clap Pegafus to the fhafts ; 

He the heavy-laden mufe fo fwiftly wafts 

To fam'd Parnailus’ blett abode on high; 

Ah! had I him, | fhould not be drawn, but flys 

Fly, nor then to breathe forth numbers {weet defpair, 
Since then 1 fhould enhale th’empyreal air. 

Alas! that generous fteed yeu may invoke in vain, 

The tempting food you.offer him he doth drfdain ; 

The herbage you yield is not flowers, byt grafs, 

And chat fo wufty, ‘tis not good e’en fer an afs,” P, xii. 


So much for what Mr, Hart calls his poetry ; now for his profe, 

** When Aurora, geutly foaring on the dappled wings of the morn, 
opes, to the bright folar regent, the burnifhed portals of heaven, fwift 
and metereous its rays electric hoot acrofs the grand azure concave. 
At his gladfome apprvach, adown the vait ethereal expanfe, opaque, 
night’s roriterous fhadows glide ; ali nature, doft of his.dark mantling 
loom, once more puis on the chequered trim of vernal beauty, which 
ght and heat, grand fource of lile and joy, affords; then the droop- 
ing floweret once more raifes its rofcid head, and fmilingly extoliates 
its long-hidden beauties to the amorous glance of nature’s. molt love} 
paramour.” P,2z, 

Will any of our readers condemn us, for withholding a further 
account of this book? If they fhould, we mutt endeavour to pacify 
them by an acceptable piece of intormation, wv 

It appears frdm the ** Subfcribers’ Names”, (p. ¢9) that moft of 
the author’s patrons are of Lynn-Regis in Norfolk, ‘This circum- 
ftance is peculiarly fatisfatory. Jor it happened that, together with 
the litt.of fubfcribers to this book, another litt was feen by us, of fub- 
fcribers for the relief of the families of ous brave feamen, killed or 
wounded in the jate gallant ation off Copenhagen, ‘1 his latter fub- 
{cription, which does fo muc honour to our countrymen, cannot fail 
of meeting with univerfal encouragement in a very opulent town, 
deeply imerefted in the event of that action; and we fhalllook with 
high expeétation, and doubrlefs with equal gratification, at the amount 
of fubfcriptions from that quarter. If the * Fugitive Pieces” of Mr. 

William Hart have experienced fo liberal a bounty in Norfolk, what 
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may not be expected on behalf of the brave fellows commanded by 
Lord Nelfon (himfelf 2 man of Norfolk) who never were, and, as 
many of them as furvive, never will be, fugitives ? ' 


Art. 22. Favole Scelte degli autori piu celebri. Raccolte da Leonardg 
Nardini, ad'ufodegli fludtofi della Lingua Italiana, 12m0. 251 pp, 
38. 6d. Dulau, &c. 1800. 


The ftudents in Italian literature have already received from the hands 

of Signior Nardini, feveral ufeful, and fome elegant publications, cal- 
Culated to affift and encourage their prog ¢s. To thefe works, the pre- 
fent judicious colleétion of Italian Fables makes a very fuitable and 
rage. addition. ‘They who have colle¢ted the productions of fabu- 
ifts, who have written in Latin and French, will be pleafed alfo to 
poffefs a fele¢tion from the beft Italian writers of that clafs. The 
authors whofe tables are here printed, are arranged in the following 
order: Dante, Zucco, Ariofto, Pignotti, De Roffi, Bertola, Grillo, 
Pafferoni, Roberti, Rilli-Orfini, Ricci, Crudeli, Tulli, Clafio. Several 
of thefe writers this editor thus chara¢terizes in his Preface. ‘* Chi 
potra riculare al Pignotti l’amenita, al De Roffi la gentilefla, al Ber- 
tola la grazia, {pefio al Grillo la naturalezza, la ingenuita al Pafferoni, 
Ja lindura al Roberti, e al Rilli-Orfini la femplicita, come diftintivo 
loro, benchi tutte fovente in quefte qualita fi riconofeano?” An 
original Fable, compofed by himfelf, is inferted by S. Nardini by 
way of Dedication, to the Ladies‘Alicia Gordon, Elizabeth Drum- 
mond, and Ifabella Strange. 


DRAMATIC. 


Ant. 23. Life: a Comedy, in Five AQs ; as performed at the Theatre 
Royal, Covent-Gardex. By Frederick Reynolds, 8v0. 80 pp. 28 
Longman and Ree¢, 1800. 


We have fo often given our fentiments on dramatic productions (for 
we cannot call them comedies) of the clafs to which this belongs, that 
further obfervations on the fubjeét may appear invidious, and are ma- 
nifeftly ufelefs. When experience has fhown, that confiitency in the 
plot, prebability in the feveral incidents, trath and nature in the cha- 
racters, and even wit and humour in the dialogue, may be fet at naught 
by a dramatic writer, provided he can keep the ftage in a buftle 

‘ throughout the earlier fcenes of his piece, sad. produce (whether natu- 
rally or not) a ftriking fituation at the clofe, why fhould we blame an 
author (who, if he ** lives to pleafe, mutt pleafe to live’) for adopting 
the eafieit means of fecuring applaufe and ‘profit ?—Of the play now 
before us, though we have read it wih attention,-we feel unable to 
give aclear and intelligible account. There are indeed incidents in 
abundance ; but fcarcely one of them fuch as could, in our opinion, 
have cccurred in real /;fe. In the dialogue, we look in vain for wit 
and humour, or even (in any great degree) that flippancy which ufed 
to fupply their place. We mutt, however, do juftice to the concluding 
fcene ; which contains an interefting and well-managed difcovery. 


NOVELS. 
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NOVELS. 


Arr. 24. Erneftina. A Novel, Dedicated, by Permiffion, to ber Real 
Highne/s the Duchefs of York. By Efther Holften, Inu Two Volumen 
490 pp. 78. Crofby and Letterman. 1801. 


Very infipid, yet highly abfurd, ‘There does not feem to be any 
ill intention in the writer; but to propofe her heroine as an example, 
after havifig related fuch extravagances in her conduét as amount nearly 
to madnefs, is, to fay the leaft of it, injudicious, It is, hqwever, ufelefs 
to criticize what praeennr few but reviewers will read. Prefixed to 
this Novel is a refpectable lift of fubfcribers; who, we prefume, mut 
have been influenced by efteem for the author rather than the wok, 


Art. 25. The Myfterious Penitent; or, the Norman Chateau. A Ro- 
mance, TwoVolumes, 12m0. 392 pp. 6s. Crofby and Letter. 
man. 1800. 3 


The ftory of this Romanceis interefting, and not ill-told; but fome 
of the moft important difcoveries are made too foon ; and, in the ca- 
taftrophe, the worft character, and, fo far as intention goes, the moft 
criminal, is rather rewarded than punifhed. Upon the whole, however, 
few modern Romances, thofe of Mrs, Radcliffe excepted, difplay more 
talents, or may be read with more fatisfaction. 


MEDICINE. 


Art. 26, Three Le&ures upon Animal Life, delivered in the Univerfity 

of Pennfylvania. By Benjamin Rufh, M. D, Profiffir of the Infii- 

* tutes of Medicine, Se. -8v0o, 84 pp. 28. 6d. Philadelphia print. 
ed; fold by Mawman, London. 1799. : 


Thefe Le€tures contain an exemplication of the doftrine of life, as - 
explained by Brown and Darwin, whom the author calls, ** two of 
the moft diftinguifhed mafter-builders in medicine of the: 18th cen- 
tury ; for whom, he has done little more,” he fays, ** than carry the 
hod, to aflift in completing part of the fabric; the great and original 
conception, and foundation, being entirely theirs,” Pref. p.t. But 
as this foundation is laid in air, the labour of carrying materials, to 
complete the fabric, cannot have been great; neither will its duration, 
we truft, be of very long continuance. We will, however, quit this 
metaphor, which the author unluckily introduced, and lay before our 
readers fome of the principles of the doétrine he is endeavouring to 
inculcate. 

‘«« Every part of the human body, the nails and hair excepted,” he 
fays, LeGure I, ‘* is endowed with fenfibility, or excitability, or with 
both of them. By fenfibility is meant the power of having fenfation 
excited by the ation of impreffions. Excitability denotes,” he fays, 
«* that property in the human body by which motion is excited by means 
of impreffions,” But as fenfation implies motion, or can be ee “9 
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nifefted by motion, we fee no diftinétion here made between thofe two 
powers. Senfation, before the introduction of the new philofophy, was 
fuppofed to be a power inherent ip mind, and was thence eafily dif. 
tinguifhable from irritability, a property in the living fibre ; but our 
new philofophers, arguing upona fopvollan that-we have no minds, or 
at leatt attempting to explain every thing without the admiffion of one, 
have fallen into the error of confounding fenfibility and irritability, 
** It is of no confequence,” the author goes on to fay, ** to our pre- 
fent inquiry, whether this excitability, be a quality of animal matter, 
or a fubftance,” that is, a being. ‘* Thelatter opinion,” that it is a 
being, ‘* has been maintained by Dr, Girtanner, and has fome proba- 
bility in its favour.” Into fuch abfurdities do men fall, when at- 
sa” 0, to explain what is beyond their capacity to comprehend ! 

‘The author defines life, fee p. 27, ** to be the effet of certain fti- 
muli, acting upon the fenfibility and excitability, which are extended, 
im different degrees, over every external and internal part of the body, 
‘Thefe ftimuli,” he tay ** are as neceffary to its exiftence, as air is to 
flame ;” and in another place, p. 73, “ life is as much an effect of 
impreffions upon a peculiar fpecies of matter, as found is of the ftroke 
of a hammer wpon a bell, or mufic, of the motion of a bow ppon the 
ftrings of a violin.” The ftimuli that are found efficacious in kindling 
life, are, it feems, fee p. 8, ** light, found, odors, air, heat, exercife, 
the pleafures of the fenfes, food, drjnks, chyle,the blood, a certain 
tenfion of the glands, which contain fecreted liquors, and the exercife 
of the faculties of the mind,” that is, we fuppofe, thought. But it 
js evident, the greater part of thefe ftimuli, as founds, odours, the 
pleafures of the fenfes, &c. can only be perceived by a living being, 
confequently life cannot be the effect of thofe ftimuli; and that life 
may be fupported without the aid of many of them, we know; as the 
feetus in atero neither fees, hears, taftes, {mells, or breathes, and yet 
continues tolive, On the whole, we fee nothing in this new doétrine 
tending to render our knowledge of the nature of life mote precife 
and accurate, or that will ceach us to fupport it with more vigour, or 
for a longer period, than in that with which we were before ac- 
quainted, 


Arr. 27. 4 Compendious Medical Di&ionary, containing an Explana- 
tion of the Terms in Anatomy, Phyficlog y, Surgery, Practice of Phyfic, 
Materia Medica, Chemifiry, Se. By Robert Hooper, M.D. Second 
Edition. i1zmo. 78 Murray and Highley. 1800. 


The firft edition of this work was publifhed in the year 1798, and 
was mentioned by us, in our Review for January in the following year, 
with commendation. ‘Though the author takes no notice, either in 
the title or Preface to this edition, of any improvement of alteration 
that might be expected by the readers, yet the additions are fo conf- 
derable as to amount to one fifth or fixth part of the volume. Thefe 
confift not only in the infertion of numerous terms that had been be- 
fore omitted, but in amplifications of the defcriptions of the various 
parts of the body, of the fubitances ufed in the materia medica, and of 
the chemical and other pracefies by which they are rendered. fit fcr 
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ufé.. Thus the defeription of the laGeals, which in the firl edition 
‘was comprifed within the {pace of two or three lines, in the prefent . 
occupies unore than half a page. The liver, which had by a 

overfight been before omitted, is here defcribed with the.winutenels 
which fo important a vilcus deferves. ‘The author has alfo. been more 
careful in giving the defuiitions and derivations of the terms, in mark. 
ing the quantities of the words, and in ‘hort appears to have laboured, 
and fuccefsfylly we think, to make the work worthy of the continued - 
potice and patronage of the public, 


DIVINITY. 


Art. 28. The Charge of Samuel, Lord Bifhop of Rochefter, to the 
Clergy of bis Diacefe, delivered at his S-tond General V ifitation, in the 
Year 1800. Publifed at the Requeft of the Clergy. 4to. 36 pp. 
1s. 6d. Robfon. 15800, 


When a compofition of fuch diftinguifhed excellence as the prefent 
Charge demands our report, we feel it almoft a duty to place it among 
the leading articles of our work, that the Confpicvoufnefs of the fimma- 
tion may attract an attention, without which our fuffrage would be given 
in. vain, Ithas happened, however, in the prefent initance, that fome 
months (to reviewers always very fhort) have ftolen by, without the al- 
Jotment of fuch a place to this production ; and in clofing the prefent 
Review, we feel more inclined to exprefs our fentiments immediately, 
though briefly, than to hazard another procraftination, The chief 
ufe of a more detailed account, would be to excite the defire of feeing 
the original, and this, even a fhort fketch may poilibly effect. 

The Bithop opens his Charge by {peaking of the prefent crifis, as 
demanding, in a very peculiar degree, the attention of the clergy. He 
ftates the centre of mifchief to have been placed in France, and de- 
fcribes with a ftrong, though:rapid touch, that confpiracy againk reli- 
gion, which is detailed by Barruel and Robifon, ‘The light of deep 
and found learning throws a luftre over this narrative, and che Bifhop 
{peaks of perverted knowledge as a man to whom the moft corre¢t as 
intimately familiar, What he then fays on the rife of Antichrift, de- 
pends upon ideas refpecting thofe famous prophecies, which we fhall not 
now difcufs, though highly worthy of confideration, The learned 
prelate then denies and refutes the infidious affertion, circulated for the 
wortt purpofes, that the atheiflical feét in France were enemies only to 
the corruptions of Chriftianiry, ‘Prue ir is, that the glaring cor, 
tuptions of Popery gave them a vaft advantage in carrying on their 
infidious defigns; but to Chrift and his Apoitles, and to goodnefs in 
every fhape, they certainly were enemies. ‘The-proofs of this im- 
portant truth are given at fome length. 

The Bithop then defcribes the mode of attack which feems to be 
going on in this country, changed and modified fo as to {uit a-peoplefar 
trom being ripe for undifguifed Atheifm. He traces the confpirators 
againft religion in a new fpecies of pretended Methoditts, but dif- 
guifed Jacobins, whofe bufinefs is to alienate the people from the 
¢lergy, by the aid of an enthufiafm, which ferves only as a cloke “dl 
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the moft dangerous defigns. Thefe people he -reprefents as forming 
{chools for teaching, with extreme were be their perverted doGrines ; 
and recommends to his clergy,that they fhould form and carefully fu: 
perintend fchools of a right tendency,-as the beft method of counter. 
acting fuch {chemes. “This -is the true’ ‘purport of what had’ been 

ublicly mifreprefented concerning a fpeech of the fame prelate-in the 

loufe of Lords. He concludes with many very momentous fuggef- 
tions,.on the mode of teaching and preaching the whole, and nat the 
mutilated doétrine of the Apoltles ; fubjoining at the end a few words, 
but of great fignificance, on the fubject of refidence. 

We have thus analyzed a difcourfe, as pregnant with valuable matter 
as any that has been produced for a confiderable time. As we cannot 
here add {pecimens of fuch a length as to edify the reader, we fhall 
only add, that the ftyle of the Bithop gives full effe¢t to his thoughts, 
and that ideas of the utmoft confequence are always conveyed in terms 
of fuitable energy. 


Arr. 29. A Sermon, preached before the Honourable the Houfe of 
Commons, at: the Church of St. Fobn- the Evangelift, Weftminfler, on 
driday, February 13, 1801, being the Day appointed for a General 
Faf. By Richard Proffr, D. D. Redor of Gatelocad, Dirham, 
4t0. 23pp. 1s. Payne, &c. 1801. ‘ 


‘There is fomething in the ftyle of Dr. Proffer folemn and energetic, 
not without a degree of fiffnefs, but redeemed by precifion and force, 
His text is, ‘* As many as I love I rebuke and chaften: be zealous 
therefore’ and repent. Behold I ftand at the door and. knock.’ 
(Rey. iii,.19.) ‘The preacher, in conformity with this text, confiders 
our public difficulties of all kinds as warnings from the Lord, which 
ought to be improved by practical repentance, and a forfaking of 
thofe offences which have brought usinto perplexity and danger, . The 
following pidiure of our late difficulties, and the mode in which they 
have been met, is of eminent merit. 

«« It was a fituation of danger and difficulty, from which our 
refcue feemed almoft impoflible, without many fignal fucceffes. It 
prefented abroad and at home much to be planned by talent; much 
to be gained or prevented by vigilance; much to be sopaorted by pa-- 
tience; much to be furmounted by ale ine, and deliberate forti- 
tude, or executed by prompt and timély valour: in a word, it demand- 
ed, through the wide range of public fervice, qualifications the moft 
accomplifhed. Yer thefe requifites have been difplayed by fo many 
perfons, in the various departments of public fervice, and in fo many 
critical inftances, that, on taking thefe occurrences together, crowned 
as they all are by the perfonal character of the Sovercign, it may juftly 
feem that a particular provifion was made, for that trying fituation, 
through which the country was to pafs; and that a gracious Provi- 
dence raifed up an agency to conduct and fuftain us under this unpre- 
cedented ttruggle ; and, as it fhould feem, fpecially adjufted great in- 
ftruments to the dangers and difficulty of the occafion,” 
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Art. 30. A Sermon, preached in the Parifo. Church of Dudley, on 
Friday, February 13, 1801, the Day appointed for a General Pap; 
containing an Adare/: to Britife Soldiers (a refpedtable Body of them 
being iken prefent). By the Rev. L. Booker, LL. D. Publifbed by 
Bequch, for the Reve of the Sonp Charity in the Jaid Parifb; and 


_ dedicated, with Permiffion, to his Royal Highnc/s the Duke of York. 
The Second Edition. 8v0. .32 pp.” 1% Wet and Hughes,’ Pa- 


ternofter- Row, 


This is by no means ‘a common difcdurfe, but fach asis highly des 
ferving of diftinétion, for the moft prudent ufe of eloquence, and the 
moft energetic application of fentiments truly and profoundly religi- 
ous. It has, in fact, already been diftinguifhed, as the title-page tne 
forms us ; for a fecond edition of a temporary difcourfe is an appear- 
ance by no means ufual. It will not, however, paufe there, if our 
fincere and hearty recommendation ¢an afift it. 

Thematter of this Sermon is, of neceffity, the fame as, that of other 
fimilar productions, the judgments of God, the fins that\occafion, ‘and 
the repentance that may fufpend:'them, The.more the praifé, if a fu- 
periar effect be produced, which, to our ,feeling and apprehenfioa, is 
the cafe. » Dr, Booker begins with the example of the Jews, which, 
from the propheey of Amos, he explains with force, and applies with . 
propriety ; fuperadding to the fuggeftions of the prophet the dottrines 
of the Gofpel,, Having occafion to advife ** the, redeeming of the 
time, becanfe the days are evil,”” he adds, with fingular force, ** a trath, 
I believe, which will not be controverted by any one, All ranks 
among us feel them to be fo; and the caufel fear is owing to our- 
felves, Weare evil. Is it then a wonder that we thould be vilited 
with evil days, the juft punifhment of evil doers? Let us only ceafe 
to do evil, and learn to do well, and, in proportion as we amead, God 
will amend the times,” | 

Dr. B, then recommends the ftricteft prudence to all ranks; to be 
watteful and luxurious, at fuch a time, is, he obferves, ‘* as incon- 
fiftent as to revel and riot in the midft of a conflagration.” He ad- 
vifes even thofe who have but little, by no means. to mifu/e that little ; 
an advice very far from fuperfluous.. He proceeds in recommending 
Chriftian daties, and lamenting the omiffion of them; and carefully 
points out what heavier judgments may fall on us if we continge im- 

nitent: The picture of a country made the actual feat of war is no 
Jefs juit than terrible (p. 18). ; TP 
. me pointed out our caufes for thankfulnefs in being exempted 
from fuch evils, the preacher turns his particular addrefs tothe foldtery. 
Here his energy: and his judgment are equally confpicuous, ** You, 
my valiant countrymen,” he fays, among other things, ** are-expofed 
to twofold danger, to the arms of a daring foreign foe, and to the fpe- 
cious lures of domettie traitors. J need not. teil you that the /oier 
danger is of the greater magnitude, both:to yourfelves and to your 
country. . The former in your. minds awakens no terror.. Should you 
go forth to encounter it in the field of battle, yqu will acquit you like 
men :” a truth moft. glorioufly exemplified in our recent —— 
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from Egypt. But with refpect. to the other danger, “* the bare ate 
tempt will only excite your virtuous, abhorrence and indignant fcorn. 
This manly conduét as it has diftinguifhed, will continue, I troft, to 
diftinguifh you as foldiers and fabjees of your Sovereign.” He then 
reminds them of the heavenly Sovereign, to. whom alfo they owe al- 
legiance, and expatiating forcibly on that fubjett, concludes with 
a with for plenty and peace. An excellent and pious Prayer is 
fubjoined. 

We have praifed Dr. Booker on former occafions, and fometimes as 
a ne but. the commendation of a difcourfe fo judicious as this, is 
fiill of higher import. - 


Art. 31. Am Introduction to the Study of the Bible: being the Fourth 
Edition of the Firft Volume of the Elements of Chriftian:T beology ; cone 
taining Proofi of the Authenticity and Infpiration a the Holy Scriptures 5 
A Summary of the Hiflory of the Jews; an Account of the fewifh 
Seéts; and, a brief Statement of the Cantents of the feveral Baoks of 
the Old and New Teftaments. By George Pretyman, D. D. Fs Re Si 
Lord Bifhop of Lincoln. i2zmo. gs. Cadell and Davies. 18016 


We have already borne teftimony to the merits and excellence of 
this publication, and that the public have done the fame, fatisfa¢torily - 
appears from this extract of the vert learned and exemplary prelate’s two 
larger volumes having gone through four editions, before a copy came 
into our hands. For andccount of the Elements of Chriftian ‘Theo- 
logy at large, the reader is defired to confalt our 14th volume, 
pp. 465,610. ‘The work altogether was intended for the ufe of the 
a ftudents in divinity ; this republication of the firft volume of 

lements is calculated for untverfal ufe ; and it will hardly be denied, 
that a more judicious, convenient, and acceptable account of the con- 
tents of the Books of the Old and New Teftament never before ap- 
peared. 


ArT, 32. Sermons on various Subjefs and Occafions, By Alexander 
Grant, D. D. Minifter of the Englifh Chapel at Dundee.” In Two 
Volumes. vo. 128. Hatchatd. 1800. 


Thefe are plain, fenfible, and manly difcourfes, written with an 
energy which thows the author to have a becoming zeal in his 
feflion, untin¢tured by enthufiafm. ‘There are in all ‘thirty-fix Ser- 
mons; but we do not fee why they might not have been comprized in 
one volume. They are publithed by fubfcription, and dedicated to 
the Countefs of Aboyne.. We have read the chief part of thefe Ser- 
mons with great fatisfa€tion, and very confcientioufly recommend them 
to general perufal. 


ART. 33. Sermons. By the late Rev. William Elifoa Faulkner, Mi- 
nifer of Ely Chapel, Lefurer of St. Giles’s in the Fields, and One of 
the Ewening Lecturers of St. Antholin's, Watling-Strect. 8v0. 10%. 6ds 
Rivingtons. 1799. 


This volume, which has accidentally been miflaid, appears to have 
been publithed with the view of foftening the affliCtion of the widow. 
The 
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‘The very idea difarms criticifm. ‘The Sermons ate twelve in number, 


and the doétrines they inculcate are fuch, as an honeft Chriftian minifter |. 


feels it his indifpenfable daty to impref$ again and again upon his 
hearers, unawed by the contagion of vicious examples, and of a COfe 
rupted world. . The difcoarfes are plain, fimple, fcriptural, and: prove 
tae author to have been well and intimately acquainted with the writ- 
ings which it was his duty to explain and enforce, 


ART. 34. The Folly, Guilt, and Punifoment of refifling lawful Go- 
wernment. A Sermon, onthe 25th of O&ober, being the ortieth An- 
niverfary of bis Majefty’s Acceffion to the Throne. By Alexander 
Cleve, A.B. Vicar of Wooler, Northumberland, Chaplain to bis 
Grace the Duke of Portland, and Author of Devotional Exercifes and 
Contemplations, extradied from tke Pfalms in the Liturgy. 4t0. 11 pps 

‘a8. Rivingtons, &c. 1800. : 


Difcourfing on Romans xiii, 1, z, the preacher firft {ets before his 
hearers, ‘* fome of the-delufive, injurious, and highly criminal:pre- 
tences, for refiftance to lawful authority; in order to juftify the exe 
treme feverity of the punifhment here denounced againtt it; and, fe- 
condly, demonftrates, that our countrymen, having reafons of the 
moft powerful nature to honour and obey the King, and all who are 
put in authority under him, may rather be induced to unite theic 
efforts for the general fafety; and by joining in one indivifible, per- 
manent, and national intereft, afford a great and inftructive example 
to other governments, lefs favoured than our own,” P, 2, This 


difcourfe is diftinguifhed rather by its plain good fenfe, than by ele- 


gance and refinement. . 


LAW. 


Art. 35+ Remarks on the Poor-Laws, and the Maintenanie of the 


Poor. By William Bleamire, Efg. Barrifier at Law, and One of the. 


Police Magiftrates. 8v0. 1% 6d, Butterworth, 


This pamphlet, by an — and excellent magiftrate, contains fome 
judicious obfervations. Mr. B. is of opinion, that the prefent laws 
relating to fettlements fhould be abolifhed, and thar all perfons fhould 
be confidered as fettled in the parifh or place where they may happen 
to want relief. We think there is great occafion for amendment in 
the poor-laws ; but the merits of the plan here recommended can only 
be afcertained by long experience, 


SCARCITY. 
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SCARCITY. 


Arrt.36. A Letter to the Right Hom. Lord Somerville, one of the Lords 
of his Majefty’s Bedchamber, and late Prefident of the Board of Agri- 
culture; with a View to foow the Inutility of the Plans and Refearches 
of that Inftitution, and how it might be employed in others more benefi- 
cial. With Remarks on the recent Communications of the Board; and 
a Review of the Pamphlets of Arthur Young and William Brooke, Ejfqrs. 
upon the prejent high Price of Provifions. By a Society of Pra&ical 
Farmers. 8vo. i141 pp. 3s. Cawthorne. 1800. 


This is a harp remonftrance again& the proceedings of the Board of 
Agriculture, and particularly againft the produtions of its Secretary, 
as having been generally ufelefs and nugatory. ‘At pp. 6,7, are ftated, 
and afterwards enlarged upon, fome of the public fervices expected 
from the Board, but not performed by it. ‘Though by no means 
pleafed with fome of its proceedings, we think thefe charges unrea- 
fonable. ‘The Board could not be expeéted to do every thing in a 
few years; and its misfortune feems rather to be, that it has attemprt- 
ed too much, and has therefore done fo little well. Its grand intro- 
du€ory fcheme, for obtaining an accurate knowledge of the flare 
of hofbandry, and of a thoufand other particulars in each county, has 
ended in the production of a vaft number of agricultural romances, 
called General Views; to corteét which (the works, as we fufpect, of 
fome among thefe very * practical farmers”) the Secretary was fent in 
perfon into a few diitri@s ; and he entertained the public, at his return, 
with accounts little lefs romantic than thofe which his miffion had 
been intended to correét. 

A note, at p. 42, ftates as a fat an incident which may divert our 
readers: ‘* This gentleman, at a certain time, conceived that the beft 
mode of feeding hogs would be upon boiled potatoes ; he accordingly 
provided a large copper for the parpofe, and determined perfonally to 
attend the firft part of the experiment. ‘The {wine were fummoned to 
the cauldron; and as Mr, —— conceived they would thrive beit 
from taking their food in the hotteft ftate, it was fo delivered to them ; 
but miftaking the wrigling of their tails, then a fymptom of extreme 
pains for that of pleafure, fupplied them plentifully with frefh and 

ot potatoes, ull he killed them all.” 

The belief of thefe farmers, * that the high price of corn (in 1800) 
did not proceed principally from a failure in the laft year’s crop, but 
from a too far extended paper-currency,” (p. 47) is contrary to the 
plaineft and moft incontefiable facts. In 1795 and 1796, wheat was 
as high as 160s. per quarter. Place this enormous advance to the ac- 
coun of paper-currency. But, in 1797 and 1798, it was as low as 
40s. What wasthen become of all that paper? There was juft as 
much abroad as before. In 1800 and 1801, the price has exceeded 
120s. yet it would be hard to prove, that there is much more paper 
abroad than in 1798; and the fact, if proved, would be little to the 


purpofe, 
The 
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The hoftility of thefe farmers againft a plan, now generally ap- 
proved, for enabling fober and induftrious cottagers to keep a cow, has 
our hearty reprobation. Théy urge every argament againit it, and not 
one in its favour, with a fpirit too common (we are forry to fay) 
among farmers ; that of keeping their labourers: abjectly dependent 
upon themfelves, while they are afpiring to be independent of their 
landlords. 

The remarks of thefe authors, ‘* on the recent communications of 
the Board, and on the pamphlets of Mr. Young and Mr. Brooke, con- 
cerning the high price of provifions,” are generally acute and ufeful ; 
and, at pp.'72, 73, concerning the diftance of the banks from the 
channels of great drains, are very important. 

Upon the whole, there are doubtlefs many things in this traét which 
demonftrate a practical and intimate acquaintance with agriculture, 
and the fubjects connected with it; but there are alfo fuch evident 
tokens of ill-will and fpleen, againft the Secretary of the Board ia 
particular, that the book mutt be read with wearinefs and diftruft, 


POLITICS. | 
Art. 37. The Cafe of Confcience folved, or C athalic Emancipation 


roved to be compatible with the Coronation Oath. Ina Letter froma 
Cafuift in the Country to his Friend in Town. Dedicated to the Right 
Hon. W. Windham, M. P. Sc. With a Supplem-nt, in Anfwer ta 
Confiderations on the faid Oath, by Fobu Reeves, Efg. 8v0. 89 pp. 
3s. Kaulder. 1801, 


Although our own opinion upon the important fubject here difcuf- 
fed, has been formed on mature Confideration, ‘and effentially differs 
from that which is maintained in this tra&t, wedeem it but fair to place 
the fentiments of a well-informed, ingenious, and candid writer, like 
the prefent, in the fulleft and faireft hyht. 

After a few prefatory remarks, in which the author commends 
that firiétnefs of principle from which the fcruples in queftion are faid 
to have arifen, buc laments the confequences it has produced, he pro- 
ceeds to give the hiftory of the coronation oath, from the earlieft pe- 
riods to which it can be traced. The objeét is to show that, although 
an oath in fubftance fimilar to the prefent has been taken, during many 
ages, by the fovereigns of this kingdom, that circumftance has not 
prevented their making, or acceding to, feveral important changes in 
the eftablifhed religion. As it is not our intention to go into a full 
difcaffion of. the queftion, we fhall only obferve on this mode of rea- 
foning, that, in cafes of mere toleration (and fuch are moft of the in- 
ftances produced) it proves too little ; in the other inftances, too much. 
Who would defire that the confcience of any other fovereign fhould 
be guided by that of a capricious and profligate tyrant, like Henry 
the Eighth ? Who will affert thar, becaufe in former times a great re- 
formation took place in our ecclefiaftical concerns, the love of change 
is never to be at reft? 

Qq But 
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But the author chiefly relics on the opinion of Jurifts sefpeCting the 
mature and interpretation of oaths; and, ftating (rightly) that the 
oath in gueftion is promiflory, he points out the cafes in which fuch 
oaths are confidered as having loft their force. ‘Theie are, ‘* when 
a material change of ciscumftances has rendered the object to be at- 
tained no longer defirable ;”—‘* when the oath itfelf is remitted, or 
commuted by the perfon in whofe favour it was made ;” or, * when 
it is abrogated by perfons who have proper authority for that purpofe.” 
Thefe ruies are ingenioufly applied to the cafe in difpute, We thall 
not, on the prefent occafiun at leaft, examine the validity of the 
dottrines relied on (though it has always appeared to us, that, 
carried to their utmoft extent, fome of them would afford a pretext for 
violating almoft any oath or promife) but we muft obferve, that the 
application of them to the prefent cafe muft ultimately depend on the 
queftion, “ whether all the privileges claimed for the Catholics (moft 
improperly and infidioufly called emancipation) ean be granted, con- 
fiftently with the future quiet and complete fafety of the Proteftant 
Eftablifhment?” On this point but litele is faid by the author of the 
tract before us; and yet, till the affirmative fhall be proved, every ar- 

ument againtt the objection prefented by the coronation oath, is a 

gging of this important grin We could fay much on this in- 
terefting (we had almoft faid this awful} fubje€t; but as it feems at 
prefent sage to fleep, at leaft for a time, we thall not attempt to anti- 
cipate difcuflions which may perhaps be remote, It cannot, however, 
be improper to exprefs our firm and confident troft, that no delufive 
hopes of reconciling to our church eftablifhment thofe who have been 
invariably and inveterately its enemi¢s, no + meas profeffions of can- 
dour towards alk religions (which are too often a mafk for indifference 
towards all) will induce our legiflatorsto throw down the tences which 
have hitherto conftituted our fecurity, without fubftitating others 
equally effeual; that prefent fafety will not alone be regarded, but 
that their views will be exiended to the probable events of future pe- 
tiods ; that thofe whofe principles admit a foreign jorifdi€tion in ec- 
clefiaftical affairs, yet complain they are deprived of political power, 
will fx the limits where ecclefiaftical jurifdi¢tion ends, and civil au- 
thority begins. But until we are convinced, that a blind devotion to 
theirs own church, the love of fpiriiual power, and the zeal for making 
profelytes, which have hitherto diftinguifhed, no longer animate the 
Catholics, we fhall be much alarmed to fee them rendered eligible to 
offices of extenfive influence in the concerns of the church as well as 
the flae. 

A very long Supplement is added, in which the writer goes into an 
elaborate, anc certainly an ingenious Reply, to the argumeats of Mr. 
Reeves. ‘That gentleman is fully competcat to the defence of h.s own 
opinivas: and, after all, the whole queftion upon the coronation oath 
depends, in our conception, on the more geucral Confiderations which 
we have flaied, 
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Art. 38. The Cafe of the Catholics confidered, and an Expedient pro- 
pofed far the final Settlement of it. With an Appendix, containing Re- 
marks npon Mr, Reeves’s Pamphlet. 8v0. 24 pp» 18 Symonds, 
1801, 


The principle with which this writer fets out may, we think, be 
granted, It 1s, that ‘* a difference of dottrine, whether in point of 
for.os or effentials, from the articles held out as the ftandard of faith 
by the national religion, is no crime ; and uol{S, in overt act, it tends 
to produce offences againft good morals, thould not be difcouraged 
more than the real,. not imaginary, danger the eftablifhment may be 
in from its prevalence, requires.” In applying this principle, he af- 
ferts, that ‘* the Diffenter is ftripped of almoft every civil right.” 
If he means the Diffenters (whether Popifh or Proteftant) in Ireland, 
we deny the fact. Inftead of being /ripped, the Diffeaters have been 
invefied with almof every civil right ; and the Catholic in particular 
is excluded only from fitting in Parliament, and filling a few of the 
principal offices of ftate. In England, it is true, the fituation of the 
Catholics is fomewhat lefs favourable; but Proteftant Didenters are, 
in foms refpeéts, more privileged than iwembers of the Eftablithed 
Church. He admits, however, that the Eftablifament ‘* ought, in 
fome manner, to feel the advantage of being the approved fyftein of the 
majority of the community,” Conformably to this principle, he pro- 
pofcs (as * a healing expedient”) that ‘* in the reprefentation of the 
people only a limited part fhould confit of Difenters, and that in the 

oufe of Lords alfo their number fhould bear a proportion to, their 
general amount.” As to civil employments, he requires. that the 
Chancellor, as keeper of the King’s conicience, fhoyld be a Proteftans; 
but he would have one feat in each court of juftice ** open to Catholic 
talents and induftry.” One obj2ction to this fcheme, ** that it will 
not make the Catholics more contented,” he endeavours to obviate ; 
but he feems not aware, that the chief complaint with the advocates 
of the Irith Catholics is not any aétual difadvantage, much lefs op- 
preflion, which they feel, but the invidious diftinction made between 
their fellow fubjefts and them. ‘This is not wholly removed by the 
plan this author fuggefts; which (or, at Icaft, that part of it which 
relates to members of che Houfe of Commons) would, we think, be 
attended with infuperable difficulties in the execution. If indeed the 
prinsiphs, that the teprefentatives of each religious perfuafion fhould 

ar a felative proportion to the number of people profefling it, were 
once admitted, the Irifh Catholics (whofe number fo far exceeds that 
of the Proteftants) would ftill be furnifhed with a ftrong pretext for 
complaint, ‘This tract, however (whatever we may think of the au- 
thor’s opinions, or of the fcheme propofed by him) is temperately, and, 
upon the whole, not ii! written. He too beltows an Appendix on Mr, 
Reeves’s tract, but_docs not go far into the topic difcufled by that 
writer. 
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Art. 39. A fort View of the Political Situation of the Northern 
Powers; founded on Obfervations made during a Tour oh > Rufia, 
Saweden, and Danmark, in the laft Seven Months of the Tear 1800. 
With ConjeGtures on the probable Iffue of the approaching Conteft. By 
William Hunter, Efq. of the Inner Temple, 8v0. 115 pp. 28, 6d. 
Stockdale. 1801. 


The object of this writer is to fhow not only the injuftice of the 
northern powers in the hoftile meafares lately adopted by them towards 
this country, but that thofe meafures were likely, from the firft, to be 
attended with far greater detriment to themfelves than to us, 

After briefly recapitulating the chief events of the two laft cam- 
paigns on the continent of ee the author adverts to the fudder 
change in the difpofition of the a Paul towards England, and 
accounts for it, in fome degree, by the capricious violence of his cha- 
racter, ftating fome inftances of his abfurd and tyrannical condué, 
which, as his life has fince paid the forfeit, we will not repeat. He 
then takes a view of the refources of the northern powers, in order, as 
he ftates, ** to afcertain, in forme meafure, to what extent they can in- 
jure us, and the total hopeleffnefs on their part of ultimate fuccefs.” 
Thefe fatements, which feem to be the refult of judicious and atten- 
tive obfervation, explain how much the Ruffian empire (the chief 
ftrength of the league) depends for its commerce and revenue on its 
intercourfe with Great Britain, and how little their naval force is 
likely to injure as. A very curious account of the launching of the 
Blagodat (the largeft fhip in the Raffian navy) is given in a note; which 
fhows their lamentable deficiency in naval architeflure, From Ruffia 
the traveller -and writer proceeds to Sweden, the wretched ftate of 
whofe financial refources fe paints in ftrong, but, we believe, not ex- 
aggerated terms, He next examines the fituation of Denmark, which, 
though moré opulent than Sweden, he fhows to be unable to fupport 
the expences and rifk of a war, ‘* Even their capital,” fays the au- 
thor, ‘* is not fo fecure from attack as is generally imagined ; and the 
enterprifing fpirit and fuperior fkill of our failors hes! aad be able 
to accomplifh what, at this moment, is little dreamt of.” 

Whoever confiders that this fentence was publithed long before’ the 
celebrated battleof Copenhagen, and, as we believe, before our fleet had 
failed for the Baltic, muft admit that it proceeds from a writer of judg- 
ment and information, The conduét and means of the King of Pruf- 
fia are alfo adverted to, and fome general and fpirited obfervations on 
the ftate of the war, and the conduét to be obferved by Great Britain, 
conclude this fenfible and well-defigned tract ; which, though the pro- 
feffed fubj: t of it is become rather lefs interefting, by a fortunate 
change of affairs, may ftill be read with pleafure and advantage, 
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gt. 40. The dark Cloud in the political Hemifphere broken, and a bright 

Beam of Confolation iffuing therefrom, in Favor of bis Majefty’s i fe 
f nifters and depriffed Stockholders, with a few Words of Advice to 
* Growlers and the diffatisfied of every Defcription ; alfo a Method pre- 
— feribed, founded on Reafon and Experience, for removing their er 
tent, and rendering their Minds ea/y under the prefent State of Public 
Affairs. RefpeEfully Ly to the Right Honourable William Pitt, 
Fieft Lord Commiffioner of bis Majefly’s Treafury, Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, Fc. Sc. (Fe. By an Old Naval Officer. 8v0O, 25 pp. 
Scott, 1801, 


Having filled with the title of this little pamphlet as much fpace as 
is ufually allotted to the whole account of fuch publications, the Old 
Naval Officer muft excufe us if we fay little more of his work than 
that it appears to be ** written with the beft intentions ;” but if, as we 
have no reafon to doubt, the writer is fkilful in his military profeffion, 
tam Marte quam Mercurio, &c. will hardly apply to him. We can, 
however, fincerely applaud his piety, as well as his patriotifm; al- 
though the long Prayer, with which his tra&t Concludes, is not, in 
our opinion, calculated for general ufe, 


Art. 41. The Difmiffal of bis Majfy's Minifters confidered as abfo- 
lutely neceffary to avert the Ruin of the Nation.. By T. Fones, Efg. iu 
his celebrated Speech on a Motion for that Purpofe in the Houfe of Com. 
mons, on Thurfday, December 4, 1800; wherein he attributes the pre- 
fent deplorable State of the People to the Incapacity of Minifters, Sc. 
EF. Fc, Svo. 26 pp. 18. Jordan, 

Our opinion refpecting * a former Speech publifhed in the 
name of this gentleman, will apply with equal or greater ftrength to 
the performance now before us. We deem the publifhers of both 
fortunate, in not being called to account for fuch daring libels on the 
underftanding of a Member of Parliament. In this celebrated Speech 
may be feen the fame deficiency of argument as in the former publi- 
cation, with perhaps a {till greater‘incoherence of declamation and 
coarfenefs, not to fay vulgarity, of expreffion. 

After a few general ftatements and remarks (moft of which appear 
to us neither very candid or very rational) the Hon. Gentleman is re- 
ptefented as enumerating the treaties made by Great Britain with the 
feveral powers who were her allies, and, as a contraft to thefe treaties, 
thofe which the fame powers afterwards entered into with the enemy. 
‘The inference, we prefume, is, that Minifters ought to have forefeen, 
not only all the chances of war which occafioned thefe tergiverfations, 
but alfo, to their utmoft extent, the wretched policy, the unprincipled 
profligacy (and, in one inftance, the capricious refentment) by which 
they were dictated ; nay, more, they ought to have rejected the affift- 
ance of the greateft part of Europe, while it promoted the common 
caufe, merely becaufe fuch affiftance might be withdrawn hereafter. 
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The next topic of this Speech is, ‘* the fuccefs of the war.” On 
our faval fucceffes (which it was impoflible to deny) fcarcely three 
lines are beftowed ; and a feries of victories unparalleled, even in the 
hiftory of this country, and which have almoft annihilated the naval 
force of our enemies, feems not to be confidered as forming the leaft 
counterpoife to thofe failures by land, which this Speech exaggerates 
with triamph and ridicule. But the’ Union with Ireland excites in 
the higheft degree the gticf and indignation of this fpeech-maker, 
Againft this meafure he whines out his bittereft complaints ; againft 
this he points all the thunder of his eloquence. On this fubjeét, we 
have no doubt, the hero of this harangue, the Firft Conful, and all his 
myrmidons, perfedily fympathize with the teclings here expreffed. 

The /anguage of this Speech is of the farne charaGter as that of the 
former which appeared under the fame name, and belongs to the 
figure of fpeech called xaxofona, Anglicé balderdafd. Where the 
writer, who often quotes (though he mtfapplics) paflages from claffi- 
cal authors, acquired fuch a ftyie of his own, we will not flay to in. 
quire. On a comparifon of his wo Speeches, we are enabled to de. 
cide on their relative merits, by a rule which Dr, Johnfon is faid ta 
have adopted in judging of two rival poems. The Speech now un- 
der examination is the fhorter of the two, and therefsre we pronounce 
it the better. 


Arr. 42. The Subftance of a Speech, made by Sir James Pulteney, 
Bart, in the Houfe of Commons, Thurfday, Feb. 19, 1801, on @ Motion 
for an Enquiry into the Caufe of the Failure of the Expedition to Ferrel, 
8vo. 39 pp. 1 Stockdale. 1801. 


The complete examination of this Speech is not, we conceive, within 
the province of criticifm. Its merits, in the moft material point, can 
be appreciated only by thofe who are able to afcertain the truth of all 
the facts alledged, and the julinefs of all the reprefentations contained 
in it. Admitting the former to be accurately ttared, and the latter 
juft, this Speech appears to us to contain a clear and fatisfa€tory jufti- 
fication of the Hon, General whofe conduét was brought into quettion, 
Hi defence 1s fupported by an ample detail of circumftances, which 
feem to confirm and ettablith it. It fhould be obferved to his credit, 
that the Elon. General very candidly and tully juttifies the Minifters 
under whofe orders he ated. It now is fufficiently known, that the 
expedition again Ferrol, though undertaken on ftrong grounds, formed 
only a fmall part of the plan tor the campaign, and that it was inex- 
peciient to hazard fuch a Jofs as might interfere with its more important 
and ultimare object. 


ArT. 43 Letters ox the real Caufes and probable Confequences of the 
prefent War with Rufia. 8vo. 9g pp. 28 Cadell and Davies. 
y8or. 

The death of the late Emperor of Ruffia, and confequent fufpen- 
fion- of hottilities with that empire, have diminifhed the intereft which 
a publication of this kind was calculated to excite. We recolleé 
having perufed fome of thefe Letters in the daily paper in which they 
firft 
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firft appeared, under the fignature of ALFrep, and they feemed to 
be the produétion of .a writer of ability and information. Colleéted in a 
pamphlet they appear to lefs advantage, and (as the author admits in his 
Advertifement) want arrangement. Neither is the fubje€t treated in 
them fo thoroughly inveftigated and fully difcuffed, as its importance 
required, The object, however, of this author ae was to expofe 
the frivolous pretences of the Emperor Paul’s holtility to this country, 
to fhow his ultimate defigns, and to put us on our guard againft them) 
was highly laudable, and many of his obfervations are ftill worthy of 
attention, 


TRAVELS. 


Art. 44. A Tour through the Batavian Republic, during the latter 
Part of the Year 1800 ; containing an Account of the Revolution, and 
recent Events in that Country. By R, Fell. 8vo. 8s, 6d. Philips. 
1801. ' 


A faithful account of the prefent condition of what is now called 
the Batavian Republic muft, of courfe, be interefting; and there 
feems no occafion to queftion the integrity of this writer. He repre- 
fents an almoft total oe of commerce ;' that the Hague, once 
the refort of the gay and great, is almoit adefert; that the celebrated 
Houfe in the Wood is in part a brothel; thae there is {till a {trong 

arty in favour of the Stadtholder, We are told, what may cafily be 
weiter that the French have fo entire an afcendancy, that the repub- 
lic is, in fact, no better than a fubjugated province, &c. &c. Among 
other anecdotes, it is related that, in our attack upon Holland, the 
French conceived ‘a particular efteem for the military talents of Prince 
William of Glouceiter. ‘The publication may he read with fatisfac- 
tion and amufement, and is written with a confiderable degree of vi- 
vacity and intelligence. 


Arr.45. Letters from Italy, between the Years 1792 and 1798, con- 
taining a View of the Revolutions in that Ciuatry, from the Capture of 
Nice by the French Republic to the Expulfion of Pius V1, fiom the ec 

clefiaftical State ; age: pointing out the matchlefs Works of Art which 

fill embellifh Pifa, Florence, Sicna, Rome, Naples, Bologna, Venice, 

Se. Fen With Inflrufions for the Use of Families, who may not 

choofe to incur the Expence attendant 1 travelling with a Courier. 

By Mariana Starke, Author of the Widow of Malabar, the Tourna- 

ment, Fc. In Tavo Volumes. 8v0. 145. Philips. 100. 


It will be difficult to find in thefe volumes any thing more exccp- 
tionable than the title-page, which is unreafonably prolix, ‘The work 
itfelf is very lively, agreeable, and ufeful. We have feldom feen a 
publication which proiifes more to facilitate the pfogrefs of the tra- 
veller through the countries which are defcribed. Many of the 
defcriptions exhibit much acutenefs and fagacity of obfervation, One 
lamentable addition indeed is here exhibited, to the various wagers: 
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which the world has already received, that the rapid fuccefs of the 
French in lialy is to be afcribed as much to the arts of corruption 
and treachery, as either to their gallantry or numbers. The Appen- 
dix will be found to contain much ufeful matter, with refpect to the 
dire&tions concerning inns, and the table of pofts; and there can be 
no doubt but, at the return of peace, theft volumes will be received 
into extenfive circulation, 


Art. 46. Of the Shoemaker Schrodter, the Printer Taurinius, and the 
Cabinet-maker Damberger, Three T rave Llers, who mever travelled at 
all, but fabricated their Account in One ManufaGory. 8vO. 19 pp. 
sr Geifweiler. 1801. 


In giving an account of Damberger’s Travels, not long ago, we 
ftated internal proofs of their being fabricated, fufficient to fatisfy any 
reafonable perfon. From this little tract it appears, that his boek was 
only one out of three fabrications, contrived in the bufy manufactory 
of Wittenberg: which, like Africa itfelf, is always producing fome- 
thing new. ‘The firit of thefe, the pretended travels of one ‘Fo/eph 
Schroater, received-its detection from Prot. Paulus, in the Literary 
Gazette of Jena.. The fecord was by a pretended Egyptian, who 
took the name of Zacharias Taurinius ; and both thefe, though eafily 
dete&ted by difcerning men, had a partial and temporary fuccefs, 
which encouraged the third attempt of Damberger. News of this latt 
arriving in London, tranflations were undertaken, with great avidity of 
competition, by various publifhers ; and many hafty, or incompetent 
readers, implicitly fwallowed the deceit. In he mean time, the tafk of 
detection was going on in Germany, and Pro!effor Paulus, with the 
learned Meiners at Jena, gave a {trong contradi¢tion to the preiended 
traveller, drawn, like that which we offered, from interval evidences. 
But Martini, the publifher at Leipfic, fufpeting that he had been im- 
pofed upon, went ftill further, and fummoned Damberger before a 
magiftrate ; where, on examination, he confefled that he was alfo the 
prevended Taurinius. With refpect to Schrédter, though he denied 
that forgery, it is probable (as the three MSS. were cand to be 
written in one hand) that they have all proceeded from fome fingle fa- 
bricator, of whom the infignificant Damberger, having been a travel- 
Jer, was no more than the inftrument. ‘The publication of the prefent 
fhort account ought to preclude all further fuccefs to thefe intamous 
impofitions. 


MISCELLANIES. 


Arr. 47. An Effayon the Means hitherto employed for lighting Streets ; 
and the interior of Houfes; and on thofe whith may be subfiituted with 
Advantage in thir fi ad; intended at an Attempt towards the Imprave- 
ment of this Branch if Dameftic Economy. By increafing the Effects of 
Light, and diminifoing its Expence. With explanatory Figures. 

%. G. J. B. Count lbiville. 8vO. 42 pp. 1% 6d. Richardfon, 

&c. 1800. 
This author commences by remarking, though not with much 
truth, that the laws of dioptrics and catoptrics have been applied prin- 
3 cipally 
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cipally to the higher fciences, and particularly to the perfection of 
aftronomy ; but that their application to the arts, and to the common 
purpofes of life, has not been fufficiently examined, nor has the exa- 
mination been conducted with fufficient fpirit. From thefe confidera- 
tions, the prefent tract is faid to eon re 

In the firft fe€tion, on the means hitherto employed, &c. the author 
explains (what every body knows) that if light be increafed by ufing 
Argand’s lamps, or lamps with many wicks, inftead of the ufual fimple 
lamps, the confumption of fuel, and of courfe the expence, will be 
much increafed; and that therefore, for the fake of economy, the 
only means which can be recommended with propriety, are the ufe of 
reflectors, and of refraétois. ‘* I fhall,” he fays, ** eftablifh as a fact 
founded on experience,” which fa¢t, by the bye, had been eftablifhed 
long before, ** that in order to double or treble the effects of light, it 
is only neceflary to double or treble its appearance, without increafing, 
in any degree, the actual body of the flame, or the confumption ot 
thofe combuttibles, which maintain it. Though this method has been 
hitherto employed, in a more or lefs perfect degree, it appears to me 
that very few of the a of which it is fufceptible, have yet 
been derived from it, ‘Thefe advantages may be produced by two 
different principles, one belonging to catoptrics, the other to diop- 
trics.”” 

The fame fection likewife contains feveral objections to the ufe of 
fuch refleétors, or of fuch fpherical lenfes, as are more commonly 
adapted to the Jamps in the ftreets. Some of thofle objections are ex- 
emplified and illuftrated by diagrams, which are delineated, together 
with a variety of lamps, of Yetractors, &c. on a fingle large plate, 
which is prefixed to the title-page. 

But, notwithftanding his high pretenfions, and the liberal ufe of 
fcientific words, this author does not feem to be a great proficient in 
optics. Hisexplanations, and his arguments, are foperficral and often 
inconclufive. 

Throughout the pamphlet he exprefles himfelf, as if he thought 
that the action of reflectors or refrattors is to increafe the light of a 
lamp or radiant point ; whereas their real office is to take away 
the light from certain places, and to throw it upon others; by which 
change of direction, part of the light is a¢tually intercepted by 
the unavoidable imperfections of the refracting or reflefting furfaces. 
So that if by means of a refle€tor, or of a refractor, the light of a 
lamp, which would otherwife fall upon roo feet of furface, be thrown 
upon a fingle foot of furface; then gg feet of furface will be deprived 
of light, but the fingle foot of fyrface will not be rendered too times 
brighter, becaufe a portion (and that not very fmall) of the light is 
neceffarily loft. Hence is derived the difadvantage of applying any 
reflectors or refra€tors at all to the lamps; for if by that means more 
light be thrown upon one part of the flreet, a greater paft of it mutt 
be left in the dark; and this partial illumination is always difadvan- 
tageous, 

In the fecond fection, the author explains the modes propofed to be 
fubltituted, which confifts chiefly in the ufe of cylinders, and fegments 
of cylinders, 
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He then fays that thofe cylinders or fegments, may be made of the 
different forms, which are delineated in the plate; where it appears, 
that under the name of cylinders, he comprehends cones, pyramids, 
and poly gons. 

In the third feétion, he exemplifies, by means of diagrams, the appli- 
cation of thofe refra¢ting mediums. 

In the fourth, he endeavours to eftablith the fuperiority of his pros 
pofed refraciors, for which he has obtained a patent, over thofe of the 
common fort. He likewife propofes to ufe reflectors together with 
refra¢tors, and defcr bes, what he thinks to be, their beft forms and 
conftruétions ; but we fhall not attempt to follow him ftep by ftep in 
all thofe defcriptions, it being impractical to render them intelligible 
without the plate. 


Arr. 48. The Sceptic. 8vo. opp. Weft and Hughes. 1800. 


The unknown author of this fhort publication attempts to criticize, 
and to ridicule, a few of the fubjects of {cience, or of politics, which 
have of late occupied the public attention. Not profoundly tkilled 
in fcience, nor very prolific of jokes and witty expreflions, he inter- 
mixes a Jarg-r proportion, either of the ferious criticifm, or of the 
trivial witticif: , rraaggens. he happens to be better fupplied by 
either his knowledge, or his genius. Yet he does not deferve to be 
placed in the loweft order of farcaftical writers. 

The conrents are, ‘The Birth of. Wonders! a Remark or Two on 
Mr. Fourcroy’s Memoir on the Application of Pneumatic Chemiftry 
to the Art of Healing; Fire defended ggainit Motion, or Criticifms 
vpon Mr, Deavy’s Theory that Fire is nothing but’Motion ; a collo- 
quial Differtation on the new Set of Empirics, the Molifts or Quacks- 
Pneumatic, with Criticifms on a popular Work on their Principles ; 
on Religion and Politics. 

In the Birth of Wonders, the author reprefents the prefent as an era 
big awith wonders, fome of which are already broughtto light. Time, 
the ol! accoucheur, ts in conftant attendance, 

« The molt redoubtable of this birth, was baptis’d Revolution; a 
kicking dog. Old Time could fearcely hold hin till he cut the 
String that hitherto had nourifh’d him in fecret, and gave him to the 
world. 

*« His a€tions have already been Stupendous! He works by open 
force and fly intrigue.—He hath converted millions of Slaves into 
lawlefs libertines, and changed pufilanimity into heroifm !—He hath 
infidieufly —but no matter, 1 don’t deal in politics, He hath how- 
ever deftroy’d the balance of the World ; and thoufands of throats are 
daily cut, firft on one fide and then on the other, as either Scale pre- 
ponderates ; till an equilibrium can be reftored!” P, 2. 

He then proceeds to defcribe the various a€tions of this offspring, 
the effe¢ts produced on the beholders, &c. wherein he gives an allego- 
rical fketch of the fcenes of blood and confufion, which have of late 
years taken place in France and élfewhere, 

The remarks on Mr, Fourcroy’s Memoir are of a moge ferious 
caft; but the arguments are moffly far-fetched, a“ 
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The criticifm on Mr. Davy’s Theory, that fire is nothing but mo- 
tion, is, upon the*whole, well founded. ‘The production of heat by 
the fri€tion of folids againft folids, where there is neither a vifible 
change of capacity, nor any chemical decompofition, is the principal, 
if not the only, phenomenon, which has induced Mr. Davy, Count 
Rumford, and a few other perfons, to call in doubt the commonly re- 
ceived opinion of heat, which has been ably contrived and explained 

Black, Irwin, Crawford, Lavoifier, and others. 

{n lieu of this theory, Mr. Davy has fubftituted another theory, 
which is far lefs comprehenfible, and lefs applicable to the folution of 
the various phenomena of heat. This infuffieiency is what our tic 
attempts to critize; but inftead of ftrict reafoning, his argumentation 
frequently degenerates into a fort of farcical declamation, which rifes 
not above aclaciiey. The reft of the pamphlet is too uninterefting 
to deferve any particular notice. | 


Art. 49- The French and Englifh Idioms compared, wherein the idio- 
matical Difficulties of the French are introduced in a Sentence, and elu« 
cidated iu a Manner entirely new. Ry W. A. Bellenger, 12mo.- 


2s. 6d. Dulau. 18or. 


We conceive that this book will be exceedingly ufeful to ftudents in 
the French. ‘The author gives in one column a number of French 
idioms, with the literal English tranflation oppofite, and wice verfa. 
‘Che reader will thus be enabled to avoid what is vicious, either in 
converfation or writing, in both languages. An Appendix is added, 
containing a number ot the moit remarkable Englith idioms, with the 
French adapted to them. 


Art. 50. The New Speaker, or Englilh Clafi- Book, confifting of moral 
and infiructive Effays, narrative and pathetic Pieces, Dial gues, Ora- 
tions and Harangues, Epifiles, Mifcellaneous Picces, felee? poetical Ver- 
fions : to which ave added, a shor! Syfiem of Rhetoric, and an Ejfay on 
Enunciation or D livery, chiefly abfiratted from Rlotr's Le&ures. For 
the Use of Schools By William Mawor, LL. LD. &vo. 480 Wal- 
lis, 1801. 


Dr. Mavor is fo indefatigable a writer, that few of our publications 
appear without fome mention of the productions of his pen. They 
are generally entitled to favourable mention; and many of them, 
from the convenience of their form and utility of their contents, muft 





































have proved highly acceptable. ~The prefent performance is not infe- 
rior ; the {elections and arrangement demonttrate both judgment and 
taite. If the paper and print thall be thought inferior, it muft be im- 
puted to the extravagant increafe of price of the former article ; which, 
we tcar, will prove, in many inftances, prejudicial to the caufe of 
Jearning. ra 


Art. 51. . Appendix to the Family Budget, or Game of Knowledges 
12mo. 61 pp. Ridgway, &c. 1800. 


This little book i¢ an Appendix, not to another book, but to a Box 
with a fet of Cards and Counters, forming one of the contrivances 
with 
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with which this age has abounded, to inftru€& children in the way of 
fport. The whole apparatus amounts to the price of 11. 118.6d. The 
contrivance receives the fanction of Mr. Windham’s name, to whom 
the book is dedicated, and has many other patrons of much refpetta- 
bility. But the mott unequivocal recommendation of it to us, and 
perhaps to them alfo, is, that it is {tated to form one of the reiources 
of the widow of an officer, who lately fell in the Weft Indies. We 
eonfefs ourfelves very fceptical, to fay the leaft, refpe€ting the advan- 
tages of favouring indolence, and multiplying fuperficial acquifitions, 
by means of teachings that are no teachings. But to thofe who think 
otherwife, this Game will have many recommendations. A little of 
every thing may be learned from the Queftions on the printed cards, 
which are to be anfwered under a forfeit; and by fuch means a Game 
is formed, fimilar in conftruction to that which is ufually called Pope 
Joan. ‘The contrivance difplays ingenuity in the author, and may 
exercife memory and acutenefs in children. But to learn how to ap- 
ply to ferious fiudy is, in our opinion, the grand defideratum of the 
TINS. 
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FOREIGN CATALOGUE, 


FRANCE, 


ART. §2. Eléimens de Géométrie, par S. F. Lacroix, Membre de l’Inftis 
tut national, 1 vol.in 8vo. Pr, ¢ fr. 


This work has the merit of comprifing every thing which can, with 
propriety, be called elemen‘ary geometry. It will be fufficient for 
thote who with to ttudy the elements of this fcience for their general 
purpofes, It will likewife enable fuch perfons as are defirous ot mak- 
ing a further progrefs, to do this; and will familiarize them with no- 
tions which will afterwards be found neceflary. The book is written 
with great perfpicuity, and is, confidered under thefe different points 
of view, exceedingly well adapted to the purpofes for which it was in- 
tended. 

To the whole are prefixed, Reflexions on the Order to be obferved 
in the Elements of Geometry, and in the Study ot general Mathe- 
matics. 


Art. 53. Pocimes de Legouvee, et de Vigce, 3me édition, revue, cor- 
rigée et augmentée des Vilutes, &C. Paris. 


As the Poems of Legowvé, entitled es Souvenirs la Mélancolie, and la 
Sépaliure, are in their third edition; and as the Journce of Viger has 
likewile 
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likewife already appeared, we fhall content ourfelves with giving an 
extract from one of the remaining poems, /es V'i/sres, as a fpecimen of 
the reft, 






6 ew ee @ @ 6 Mille bruits tour a tour 
Que j’entends retentir dés la pointe du jour, 
Ce crieur qui commence alors que l’autre acheve, 
La maifon qu’cn abat et celle qu'on eléve, 

La fcie et le maillet, la lime et le marteau, 

N’eft ce done point affez pour brifer mon cerveau? 
Faut-il aux importuns, arrivant a la file, 

Préter complaifamment une oreille docile, 
M’épuifer en faluts, en fades entretiens, 

Pour oharmer un oifif, differter fur des riens, 

Vis a vis d’un bayard, attendre, bouche clofe, 
Qu’il me quitte rempli de l’ennui qu’il me caufe? 
Non, non; j¢ puis du temps faire un meilleur emploi, 
Et, dat-on m’en blamer, je veux vivre pour moi. 
Remettons-nous: vraiment, je fuis hors d’haleine, 
Mais aufli je ne fais quel noir démon m’ageéne 
Cet effaim de facheux qui vient a tout propos, 

Et forcer ma retraite et troubler mon repos. 
Dorval, me dira-t-on, elt gorge de richeiles, 
Médor, pour fes amis, entretient trois maitreffes ; 
Orgon ne préte plus qu’a cing pour cent par mois; 
Gercour vient d’acheter deux mille arpens de bois ; 
Lyfimon, fe voyant tout pi4s de fa ruine, 

Pour rentrer dans fon bien, ¢poufe Clementine. 
Eh! que me font 4 moi, Clementine et Dorval, 
Meédor et Lyfimon? tout eft bien, tout ef mal. 

Je ne me pique pas d’une vertu profonde, 

Et je ne {u.s pas né pour réformer le monde.” 


An exccllent epiftle far Putilité de la critique, is to be regarded as a 
fequel to les Vifites ; and the volume is terminated by a very elegant 
epiftle to Louije Cantar, by fome verfes to an Acacia, and an epittle to 
Eleonora, 


NETHERLANDS. 


ArT. 54- Recherches biforiques littéraives et critiques fur Vorigine de 
L’imprimerie, particultérement fur fes premiers établiffemens au xv me fiécle 
dans la Belgique, maintenant réunie a la république Frangaife; ornées 
dis portraits et des écuffons des premiers inprimeurs Belges par le Citoyen 
P. Lambinet. xviand 500 pp. 8vo. Bruffels, 


Though little novelty is to be found in this book, it muft however be 
allowed to be one of the beft that have been written on the fubjeét s 
the author being not merely a literary chara¢ter, but likewife acquaint- 
ed with the art itfelf, As he has alfo defcribed the different me 
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from his own infpection, his accounts are to be depended on, and will 

therefore often ferve to correct, or render more complete, thafe of Pax. 

zer, in his Awnales t typograpbici, of which important work it does not 
bie that M. ZL, hace any thing beyond the title. 

this author, Gustenberg i yn properly confidered as the inventor 

of prioti » with moveable types, in the art of cafting which only Schaf- 


er made mprovements. He looks the Pfaher, 1 to 

‘irene ep yh ee ve 
Axr. are J a Société ‘e médecine, ¢ et pharmacie, établie 
yg = la dévife Aegrotantibus. ome premier, deuxieme 


cathe, ith lates, Pr.3fr. Braficls. 


Of this collection, the song 5 has been publifhed more Aen bvens. 
Concerning this fecond, we only obferve, that it appears to de- 
ferve the fame favourable reception which has been given to che frit. 
We here fubjoin the fummary of the article, of which it confifts, 

*« Avant-propos. 

«« Tableau des membres réfidans de la fociété. 

** Lifte des aflocigs correfpondans admis depuis la publication de la 
premiere partic de ce volume. 

*« Lifte des ouvrages manufctits lus. la fociété depuis la méme 
é€ uc. 

ee Obfervation et reflexions fur plufieurs cataraGtes ; par J. Forlenze. 

** Nouvelles obfervations fur les vertus de l’eau de laorier cerificr ; 

r M. Warzer. 

‘* Obfervations fur une caufe particuliére de convulfions, qui arrivent 
aux femmes durant la groffefie ou pendant Paccouchement ; par Guil- 
laume Demanet. 

‘** Rapport fait a la fociésé, 4 l’occafion du mémoire précédent ; 
par Fournier. 

** Lettre da C, Noel a la fociéte. 

** Obfervation d’une déchirure de la cloifon refovaginale ; par le 
méme. 

«« Extrait du rapport fait a la focieté, par le profeffeur Kok et le 
C. Curtet, a l’occafion du mémoire précedent. 

** Obfervations médico-cliniques, faites a I’hd ital militaire de 
Bruxelles, pendant l’an 7 de la rcpublique ; par le C. Duval, 

“*, Obfervation médico-chirargicale, fur une maladie Vénérienne 
invétérée, compliquée de carie a plufieurs os de la téte, et d’une fidvre 
ew. ; guéric par l'ufage du rob anti-fipyllitique de Laffefteur ; par 

ournier, 
_  Obfervations et réflexions {ur les ts confécutifs qui ont liew 
au foie, particuli€rement a la fuite des 1é eroumniques; parle C, 
Curtet. 

** Sur la confection de éther pat lacide muriatique, ou ether 
marin des pharmacies; par J. B, io Mons, 

** Réflexions fur Fatesreame de Bruxelles peut exe 
ercer fur la fancé des habitans ee par vi ax Ph. Poilart. 

« Mémoire fur le Rhus radicans ; par, }. Van Mons, ni. 
€¢ 
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««“Réflexions fur la cachexie cauf€e par l’abus des_boiffons Sitine 
eufes, et fur le traitement qui convient 4 cette maladie; par F, Van 
Stichel. ; Pig e 

«* Obfervation fur une maffe confidérable de cheveux paroiffant 

rtenir A un enfant, retirée de Pabdomen d’une femme; par P. I. 

an Bavegen. (a eS 
» «© Obfervation d'une penny des extrémités inférieures, avec cours 
bure de l’épine dorfale; par P. E. Kok, 

‘© Obfervation far un Teinoes renfermé dans un Kilte, adhérant, 2 
la matrice ; et fur plufieurs mnserspaceru Re communes, qui fe font 
rencontrées dans une accouchement ; adreffee 4 la fociété de médecine 
de Paris; par Fournier. - : 

«« Réflexions fur l'ufage de lopium, dans Ie travail de I’cnfante- 
ment; par P, E, Kok.” ) 


HOLLAND. 


Art. 56. LEthica Philofophia critica, ad virum amicifimam Paulum 
van Hemert, Amfterdam. 


The author, Hieronymus de Bofch, who holds an ‘honourable rank 
among the Latin poets of his country, has already dittinguifhed him- 
felf by other compofitions of a fimilar dida‘iic kind. In 1993, he 
publithed a poem in two canitos, on a fabject which is, at préfent, ‘but 
too popular, de eyualitate hominum ; and, fince that time, feveral other 
occafional pieces. The following thort extracts may ferve to point.out ° 
his manner, which refembles that of Lucretius rather than of Virgil, © 

Ex aliis non quete modum, tibi qui fit habendus : 

Ot bene procedas, ipfum te prot eS. 

Rea ine navis Ratio velamina pandat, 

Dirigat et curfus portumque recludat amannmt. — 

Nylhes adeft meliora tibi precepta daturns. 
Again, from p. 10. 


Sicut corda quatit pecudum cum fewa libido, 

Frena recufat equa, et circumvolat immemor herbe. 

Paofcua lata, nemufque ferax hinmitibus implens, 

Calce fatigati po tin arvis, 

Nec ftabulum exanimatajfunm, uec pabula querit : 

Haud aliter primis juvenem quem cepit in annis 

Dudlcis amar, trepidat refugitque fov calorem, 

Vifcera qui penetrat, fomnumgue expellit amitum. nS ie 

The-fame author has likewifedately publifhed a {mall » with 

the following title: 4d Joannem Radolpbum Deiman Medic celeb, 
cum Antonii Laurentii Lavoifierii admirabiles in arte chemica rogreffus 
explicaviffet : wi which the extraordinary merits of the unfortunate 
Lavoifier are defcribed, in very elegant clegiac verieg, 


ACKNOW- 


3 





















































See RR AN te ei — 
: a a ae <_ = 


( 564.) 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS TO CORRESPONDENTS, 





Mr. G. of Y. is refpeQfully informed that. his Letter; 
dated February 28, with its inclofure, was, by a fingular 
accident, miflaid ull very a © but that the earlieft attention 
will now be paid to his requeft, and ufe made of: his comriu- 
nication. 


To F. §. we alfo have to mention, that we hope, ere long, 
to give him entire fatisfaction as to the fubje@& of his fecond 
Letter, : ; 





LITERARY INTELLIGENCE, 


ee 


Dr. Ruffl, under the dire@tion and patronage of the Hon: 
Eaft- India Company, has completed, and will foon publith, 
a fecond volume of his Hii/lory' of Serpents. 


Mr. Ritfon has made confiderable progrefs at the prefs with 
three volumes of Metrical Romances. 


The Board of Agriculture has nearly furnifhed a third volume 
of communications. In this volume will be found fome very 
interefting and important papers on the converfion of grafs- 
Jand into tillage. 7 


Mr. Macpherfon is diligently employed in a very improved 
and enlarged Hiffory of Commerce. 


A volume of Sermons by Dr. Rennell, the Matter of the 
Temple, willbe publithed in a few days. 


A {mall volume of Leétures on the Commandments, by Dr. 
Glaffe, is in the prefs, and will f{peedily appear. 


An Explanation or Paraphrafe of the Leffons appointed to be 
read on Sundays, by the Rev. F. T. Travei/, is in the prefs, 
and will foon be ready for publication. 


We learn, with regret, that the liberal and defirable plan of 
publifhing the Englifh Poets, which we announced in our Re- 
view for March, is unavoidably relinquiihed, on account of the 
enormous expence of paper neceflary for completing it. 








